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October 27, 2014 

 

The October 27th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present:  Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, South, Stover, Daub, 

and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 There were no citizen’s concerns. 
 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Stover reported that he received a complaint from one of his neighbors who 

walks often throughout the Borough concerning trees and bushes growing around trees and out 

over the sidewalks throughout the Borough.  

 Councilman Gensemer reported that a couple meetings ago, Brian Shober attended a 

Borough Council meeting and did a presentation on the Scout Cabin Project and was looking for 

some funding from the Borough for this project.  At that time Borough Council did not give him 

an answer concerning his request.  Mr. Gensemer stated that Mr. Shober has put a lot of work 

into raising money for the Scout Cabin and requested a total of $10,000.00 from the Borough, 

$5,000.00 in 2014 and $5,000.00 in 2015.  Gary Read of 146 Tamarack Street stated that from 

what he can remember, during a previous Borough Council meeting, Borough Council decided 

not to contribute any cash contribution to the project and instead, to provide in-kind services 

including using Borough staff to install water and sewer lines and waiving fess associated with 

utility connections.  Discussion followed concerning Mr. Shober’s request and the projected in-

kind contributions committee by the Borough.     

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer reported that he attended an Ebola 

Workshop at the Training Center last week.  Mr. Boyer also inquired if the Borough received a 

copy of the East Penn Railroad’s Emergency Response plan for their storage cars on their track 

in the Borough.  Mr. Hession responded the Borough has not received a copy and is not sure if 

the Denver Fire Company received a copy.  He will follow up with Randy Gockley from the 

Lancaster County Emergency Management Agency to see if they have received a plan.  

Discussion followed.    

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever reported on the following incidents in the Borough during the past 

month:  on October 11th a gentleman who was previously issued a Notice of Trespass for a 

residence in the 300 block of Main Street violated that notice and was cited; on October 21st a 

resident reported a fraudulent transaction on his Visa account that occurred on October 17th in 

Beijing, China; on October 26th, at 8:25 a.m. there was a crash in the 200 block of Lancaster 

Avenue where a driver fell asleep and struck a parked car; and on October 26th just after 1:00 

a.m., there was a disturbance in the parking lot at the Turkey Hill as a result from an argument 

that started in the Denver House.  Chief Beever also reported that the new radio system is still on 

schedule to go live on November 3rd.  Also, earlier this month an officer attended the opening of 

the REAL Youth Ministry Youth Center, and last week he attended a Zone 1 Fire Police meeting 

at the request of Ronald Petery.  Discussion followed.        
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Denver Fire Company Report  

Mr. Hession reported that Denver Fire Chief Shannon Hilton could not attend tonight’s 

meeting, however, he did provide the Borough with the following report:  total year to date 

(YTD) calls for service is 187; 14 people have been removed from vehicles; 22 working fires; 

total year to date man hours is 2,204.7; the total time in service is 141.9 hours; the number of 

firefighters responding is 2,107; the average number of firefighters responding per incident is 

11.8; and the average response time is 3.4 minutes.  

 

Police Advisory Board Update 

Councilman Gensemer reported that the Police Advisory Board met October 23rd and the 

meeting lasted about two (2) hours.  The meeting was positive until the last ½ hour.  During the 

meeting, comments concerning the draft Articles of Agreement from Adamstown Borough, 

Denver Borough, and East Cocalico Township were reviewed.  The PAB did get stuck on 

Denver’s comment concerning the unfunded pension liability. The other glitch came when there 

was discussion regarding the MMO contributions for the Regional Police Department in 2016 

and the proportion paid by East Cocalico Township during that year.  Discussion followed 

regarding how defined or broad this Agreement should be made and what are the projected 

immediate costs if a municipality withdraws from the regional force. Ralph Vedder, one (1) of 

Adamstown Borough’s representatives on the PAB, inquired if Denver Borough is willing to 

accept the wording on taking over the unfunded liability that is currently stated in the agreement. 

Councilman Daub responded that he is not sure that Borough Council has not taken a definitive 

position on that, but can say personally at the last meeting when this came up and Denver 

Borough provided some feedback regarding the unfunded liability it is something that should be 

talked about because everyone needs to understand it.  Discussion followed concerning the 

unfunded liability and Borough Council agreed to discuss this issue further at the next Borough 

Council meeting.  

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works reported that the Department finished painting 

the outside trim and doors on the Municipal Building and is almost done painting the outside 

trim and doors on the Borough Garage.  The Department also has started the annual leaf 

collection program.  Mr. Whetsel reported that both he and Rob Rissler will be attending a 

seminar on December 8th for their herbicide credit.  The Department also repaired a leaking 

service line in the 400 block of Spruce Street, completed the hydrant maintenance work, 

completed the end of the month and quarterly reports to the Susquehanna River Basin 

Commission, and excavated and added top soil to the area where the trees will be planted in the 

Trinity United Methodist Church Parking Lot.  Mr. Whetsel also reported that he has been 

reviewing specifications and prices for a new dump truck to find something that works best for 

the Borough in regard to truck size and truck cost. 

 Mr. Whetsel reported he purchased a new magnetic locator, a new raw water divinity 

meter for the Filter Plant, and a new steal chain saw which were all budgeted items. The 

Department removed the broken garage door off the shed in the Denver Park, removed six (6) 

telephone poles in the Denver Park, cleared four (4) sewer clogs at homes in October, mailed out 

the trash hauler renewal notices, flushed and cleaned all the floor drains in the Borough Garage, 

and reinstalled the stop sign at Jefferson Avenue and South 4th Street.  Discussion followed.                   
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Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the PP&L Fluorescent Light Replacement Incentive Program 

and the cost estimates prepared for the Borough’s various facilities. Mr. Whetsel reported that 

the lights in the Denver Filter Plant are the original ones from 1938.  For Wells 1, 2, & 3 there is 

one (1) light in each structure and in a week’s time, the lights are on for about 20 minutes.  Well 

#4 has four (4) lights which are the old fluorescent tubes and sometimes the lights are not turned 

on because there is a sky light there. He stated the cost for the lights at the well sites is minimal 

compared to the Filter Plant and Borough Garage. Borough Council reviewed the cost proposal 

submitted to the Borough by Advancetrade which would replace the designated lights at the four 

(4) wells, the Sewer Lift, the Pool, the Borough Garage, and the Filter Plant at a total cost to the 

Borough of $2,996.20, and compared this cost with the Borough’s Public Works Department 

replacing the small number of light fixtures.  Discussion followed. Councilman Cohick made a 

motion to table this discussion item.  This motion failed, however, due to a lack of a second. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to not proceed with the 

PP&L Fluorescent Light Replacement Incentive Program.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.          

Borough Council discussed the Cocalico Baseball Organization’s (CBO) proposed 

batting cage location in the Denver Memorial Park and Playground and its possible impacts on 

the Park Restroom sanitary sewer lateral.  The CBO installed the wood frame for the batting cage 

in a location in the Denver Park about 18-feet from the original approved location to avoid a 

conflict with a sewer lateral that runs from the restrooms to a manhole. The new location, 

however, has members of the Park Association and the Denver Fair Committee concerned about 

its impact on other programs at the Denver Park.  A meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, 

October 28th at the Denver Park with representatives from these organizations to reassess the 

project.  If it is determined that in order for the batting cage to be installed it needs to be located 

in its original position, the Borough needs to determine whether you are willing to allow the 

batting cage to be installed over the sanitary sewer lateral.  In the past Borough Council has 

permitted these types of installations with the written agreement from the group doing the 

installation that if the sewer line needs repaired, the Borough will make the repair, but the 

organization will be responsible for restoring their facility.  Discussion followed. Councilman 

South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to approve the Cocalico Baseball 

Organization’s (CBO) proposed location for the batting cage over the Borough’s sewer lateral in 

the Denver Memorial Park as long as the CBO signs off on an agreement to be responsible to 

make repairs to their batting cage if the sewer lateral has to be repaired by the Borough in the 

future.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.                      

Borough Council discussed the 2015 Denver Borough Draft Budget. Mr. Hession 

reported he met with the Finance Committee a week ago to review the proposed draft budget and 

provided a summary of the proposed Budget. Currently there is a 3.33% tax increase included in 

the 2015 Draft Budget, an increase from 3.00 mills to 3.10 mills.  This increase is projected to 

raise an additional $18,200.00 for the Boroughs General Fund. Also included in the proposed 

Budget is a proposed water rate increase of $.25 per 1,000 gallons from $5.00 per 1,000 gallons 

to $5.25 per 1,000 gallons.  The minimum quarterly water bill will increase from $15.00 to 

$15.75 for 3,000 gallons.  The 2015 Draft Budget also includes a proposed sewer rate increase of 

$.50 per 1,000 gallons from $10.00 per 1,000 gallons to $10.50 per 1,000 gallons.  The minimum 

quarterly sewer bill will increase from $30.00 to $31.50 for 3,000 gallons.  Borough Council 

reviewed the various line items included in the funds in the 2015 Draft Budget including the 
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proposed capital budget projects for 2015.  Also, Borough Council discussed whether or not to 

include any funding in the 2015 Budget for the Scout Cabin Project.  Following the discussion, 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, for the Borough to provide 

in-kind services and to waive Borough fees as the Borough’s contribution towards the Boy Scout 

Cabin Project instead of making a direct contribution to the Project.  Motion carried unanimously 

6 to 0.           

Borough Council discussed the proposed Main Street Denver New Year’s Eve Event 

including event insurance issues and the closing of North 3rd Street to traffic for the event on 

December 31, 2014. Mr. Hession reported there is a group of citizens and a couple of churches 

looking to schedule a New Year’s Eve event on Main Street from the Courtyard Café to North 

3rd Street starting in the evening and going to midnight. There would be different things 

happening at the business, movie showings, face painting for the kids, etc. During one of their 

recent meetings the question came up about who is going to provide the event insurance for the 

tent and activities on North 3rd Street if someone would get hurt on the street. Since there is not 

an official group designated, established, or appointed, the group cannot purchase an event 

insurance policy for this event. Mr. Hession reported that he contacted the Borough’s insurance 

company to see if the Borough’s policy would cover it even though the Borough is not providing 

any funding for the event, but is involved with closing the street. He was informed if Borough 

Council felt comfortable with the plans for this event they can make a motion at a future meeting 

to give permission to authorize this event and if something would happen on the street, the 

Borough’s current insurance policy would be used to respond to any suit.  If someone would get 

hurt on the property/facility of a business or church participating in the event their insurance 

would cover that claim.  Discussion followed regarding the event and Borough Council was not 

opposed to providing the event insurance for this proposed event. 

Borough Council discussed the property at 1975 North Reading Road including the status 

of the loan and the disposition of the donated parcel of land. Mr. Hession stated this topic will be 

discussed at the Regional Leaders meeting tomorrow night. As for the loan the only municipality 

that did not pay off their portion of the loan is East Cocalico Township. He has inquired, but has 

not heard back from Ephrata National Bank if Denver Borough can be officially released from 

the guarantee requirement so the Borough would not be responsible for any additional interest 

cost in the future. The other item Borough Council needs to discuss is the seven (7) acre tract of 

land donated back to the municipalities and whether Borough Council wants to continue to own 

that with East Cocalico Township or whether the Borough would like to be bought out of the 

property by East Cocalico Township.  Discussion followed concerning the donated parcel of land 

and Borough Council agreed that the Borough’s position would be if they are offered a buy-out 

for the land based on the appraised value, then the Borough is willing to take the buy-out. 

 Borough Council discussed the 2015 Pricing for Police Services Letter Agreement 

submitted to the Borough by East Cocalico Township.  The Agreement provided by East 

Cocalico Township for Police Services for 2015 is approximately $2,300.00 more than what the 

costs should be according to the Intermunicipal Agreement Amendment signed on October 17, 

2013.  If the current Letter Agreement is signed as it is the Borough will end up paying 

$424,251.15 as opposed to $421,968.18.   Discussion followed.  Councilman Cohick made a 

motion, seconded by Councilman South, to send a letter to East Cocalico Township summarizing 

the Borough’s interpretation of the Agreement and the costs projected for 2015 totaling 

$421,968.18, and asking that if there is something the Borough is missing concerning this 
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position, that East Cocalico Township provide that information immediately.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0.           

Borough Council discussed the Bid Results for the North 4th Street Playground 

Redevelopment Project. Mr. Hession reported that the bid results came in $25,000.00 more than 

the grant permitted. The grant is capped at $60,000.00, including a $40,000.00 grant and 

$20,000.00 in cash match. The Borough cannot do anything with the current bids. The lowest 

bidder was LandTech at $85,807.00 and the seconded lowest was Purcell Construction at 

approximately $86,000.00.  Mr. Hession and Farley Fry will have a conference call with 

representatives from DCNR to discuss what needs to happen moving forward with this project.  

Borough Council is expected to take official action concerning this issue during their November 

10, 2014 meeting.  Discussion followed.        

 

Action Items 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the 

October, 2014 monthly invoices and bills report as amended.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0. 
 

Executive Session 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to recess into an 

Executive Session at 8:54 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to reconvene into 

Regular Session at 9:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve a 

$4,500.00 lump sum Longevity Award for the Borough Manager payable in January, 2015, and 

to review the Borough Manager’s annual salary for 2015 following the receipt and review of a 

consultant’s study concerning non-union employees’ salary and wages.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

 Councilman Daub discussed the fact the two (2) Ash trees that were checked at the 

Denver Memorial Park to see if there is any signs of infestation with the Emerald Ash Borer and 

they came back clean, he questioned if the Borough is making the best decision in removing the 

trees. Discussion followed that the sample studied by the Department of Agriculture was just two 

(2) trees and the tree removal project has been based on taking proactive steps to remove the 

trees before the anticipated arrival of the Emerald Ash Borer.   

   

Adjournment 

 Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:54 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to not proceed with the PP&L Fluorescent Light Replacement Incentive Program. 

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.       
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- Motion to approve the Cocalico Baseball Organization’s (CBO) proposed location for the 

batting cage over the Borough’s sewer lateral in the Denver Memorial Park as long as the 

CBO signs off on an agreement to be responsible to make repairs to their batting cage if 

the sewer lateral has to be repaired by the Borough in the future.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0.                      

- Motion for the Borough to provide in-kind services and to waive Borough fees as the 

Borough’s contribution towards the Boy Scout Cabin Project instead of making a direct 

contribution to the Project.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.     

- Motion to send a letter to East Cocalico Township summarizing the Borough’s 

interpretation of the Agreement and the costs projected for 2015 totaling $421,968.18, 

and asking that if there is something the Borough is missing concerning this position, that 

East Cocalico Township provide that information immediately.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0.            

- Motion to approve the October, 2014 monthly invoices and bills report as amended. 

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to recess into an Executive Session at 8:54 p.m. to discuss personnel issues. 

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to reconvene into Regular Session at 9:50 p.m. Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0. 

- Motion to approve a $4,500.00 lump sum Longevity Award for the Borough Manager 

payable in January, 2015 and to review the Borough Manager’s annual salary for 2015 

following the receipt and review of a consultant’s study concerning non-union 

employees’ salary and wages.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0 

 - Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:54 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.    


