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May 19, 2014 

 

The May 19th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Cohick, Fink, Gensemer, Flory, South, Stover, Daub, 

and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Mike Deetz from 429 South 6th Street informed Borough Council of his concern that 

South 6th Street becomes a speedway between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. when school lets out.  

Cars do not stop at the stop sign at South 6th Street and Franklin Street.  Mr. Deetz asked if the 

East Cocalico Police Department could watch this intersection once in a while. He also reported 

that in the mornings a certain school bus makes the turn from Franklin Street onto South 6th 

Street and then speeds on South 6th Street to the school.  Discussion followed and Chief Beever 

was asked to look into this concern further.  

 Donald Wenger inquired if anyone looked at the area near the railroad tracks on Main 

Street where the blacktop has been replaced with stone.  Borough Manager Michael Hession 

reported that the macadam was removed in the winter by the Public Works Department after the 

Borough received a concern that the macadam has lifted and may become damaged further by a 

train.  The Borough will replace the stone with macadam during our spring paving schedule. 

 

Borough Council Comments 

Councilman Cohick stated that he noticed there are a lot of people cutting their grass and 

just leaving the clippings lay in the street and not cleaning them up.  Discussion followed and it 

was suggested that this issue be highlighted in the next newsletter reminding residents that they 

cannot blow the grass clippings into the street gutter when mowing their lawns. 

 Mayor Redcay reported that he was going around reminding people to vote on Tuesday 

for the Primary Election Day and in doing so, some residents shared concerns they have 

including concerns regarding a property on Beech Street by Monroe Street where there are about 

eight (8) cars parked on the driveway and the street.  Mayor Redcay also reported about 

complaints regarding some uneven sidewalks in the 100 and 200 blocks of Main Street which 

could result in a tripping hazard.  Discussion followed.    

 Councilman Fink reported that the street sweepers did a good job in the Borough except 

where they could not get around the low tree branches.  Councilman Fink stated that the 

Borough’s regulations for trees require property owners to keep branches cleared a minimum of 

13-feet over any street or road and eight (8) feet over any sidewalk.  Discussion followed 

concerning a process to notify property owners about the tree branch height requirements and 

how to get these issues addressed. 

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer reported that he completed the 

monthly siren test.  

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever reported that on May 2nd, an individual was charged with a firework 

violation.  On May 10th, an individual who was observed driving in a reckless manner in the 300-

block of Main Street was charged and his blood test results showed he was over the legal limit 

for alcohol and also showed recent marijuana use. On May 7th at 2:00 p.m. there was an incident 
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on Catalpa Circle where the initial call was for an emotional person who was armed and 

threating bodily harm to himself with other people were in the house. The initial call was not 

necessarily accurate, but the person eventually was taken out of the residence and into custody.  

Chief Beever reported that last week the officers assisted the Public Works Department 

with the vehicles that were parked obstructing the street sweeping.  On May 16th a juvenile was 

cited for misconduct at the middle school and Children and Youth had to get involved because 

the parents are non-supportive of the child.  On May 17th, a 52 year old resident in the 300 block 

of Main Street shot one of his buddies with a Beebe gun, however the person did not require any 

medical attention.  The individual was cited with disorderly conduct.  On May 20th, at 2:30 Chief 

Beever will attend a meeting with Mr. Hession and Mayor Redcay to discuss general issues.  

Chief Beever also reported that today was Officer Larry Miller’s last day of duty.  Discussion 

followed regarding the proposed House and Senate Bill for local radar.               

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton reported that the Denver Fire Company responded to 82 calls so far 

for this year.  Since April there have been 25 calls and of those calls, three (3) of those calls were 

for fires and four (4) calls were for vehicle extractions.  The Fire Company will have two (2) 

members attending an Introduction to Fire Service Class at the Training Center. Discussion 

followed regarding the Main Street and 4th Street traffic signal and whether the pre-emption 

device on the fire vehicles is working.  Chief Hilton reported incidents where the pre-emption 

signal did not work at the traffic signal.  Mr. Hession will contact C.M. High and ask that they 

inspect the pre-emption devices at the traffic signal and in the traffic signal controller box. 

 

Police Advisory Board Update 

Councilman Gensemer reported that there has not been a Police Advisory Board meeting 

since the last time he gave an update.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 22nd at 

7:00 p.m. at the East Cocalico Township Municipal building.  One topic scheduled for discussion 

at the meeting is the MMO pension contribution.  Discussion followed.   

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Public Works Department is 

working on getting the Denver Community Pool ready for the season and has leveled the shed at 

the Denver Memorial Park and Playground at the request of the Denver Fair Committee.  The 

Borough has ordered a new sign for the Pool which will replace the old sign.  The Department 

also will be replacing the sign posts at the entrance of the Denver Memorial Park and Playground 

with new posts and will be removing the street sweepings from the Park since the sweepings 

cannot be placed at the Roberts Well site any longer.  The Street and Safety Committee will need 

to meet to discuss the future dumping of grass clippings at the Borough Lot due to the high cost 

to takes these clippings to the landfill. 

 Mr. Whetsel also reported that the Borough Lot gate needs parts for repair and the gate is 

no longer under warranty. The gate is an obsolete model and it will be expensive to get parts. 

Discussion followed whether it would be better to just replace the gate compared to purchasing 

parts to repair the current gate.  

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department raised the handicap ramp and curb on Jefferson 

Avenue because it was too low for the new paving.  The Department also repaired a section of 

the Borough Garage concrete floor that started to sag; started the valve maintenance program; 

helped clean the Denver Park Fish Pond; assisted with the completion of the annual Street 

Sweeping Program; completed the end of the month reports; and completed the annual water 
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system Consumer Confidence Report for 2014.  Mr. Whetsel met with an auditor from the 

Insurance Services Office (ISO) who reviewed the Borough’s permitting and inspection process.  

The Department will be starting the weed spraying in the Borough and will post North 4th Street 

and Walnut Street as no parking for the Memorial Day Parade.  Discussion followed.                     

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

 Jr. Councilperson Shupp was not in attendance.  

 

Presentation 

Dan Ensinger, Weinhold Nickel and Company, presented an overview of the Borough of 

Denver’s 2013 Financial Statements and Audit Report.  Discussion followed. 

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the Boy Scout Cabin Development Committee Meeting held 

on Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Councilman Cohick reported that the Committee is looking for 

someone to spearhead the project and they are looking for some businesses to help out. They are 

still looking at the same location off of Spruce Street as it was discussed before. He also 

reported Mr. Shober is very interested in the cabin project and reported he would match up to 

$50,000.00 for the project. The Committee decided that the new building should be a standalone 

building and the other entities can use it as a meeting place when available.  Discussion 

followed.  

Mr. Hession reported that the Borough received a letter from the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) today stating the request for an alternate project 

PW4831 has been approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The 

approval letter from FEMA stipulates they will take no further action on this request and will 

close the file. The six (6) month extension ends June 12th and he already submitted an extension 

request for three (3) months which will give the Borough until September 30, 2014 to have the 

project completed. 

                

Action Items 

Councilman Fink  made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to approve the 

May, 2014 monthly invoices and bills report following the review and approval by the President 

and Vice President of Borough Council.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 2014 Denver Community Pool 

Service Agreement between the Borough of Denver and the Ephrata Recreation Center.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 2014 Denver Community Pool 

Snack Bar Operating Agreement between the Borough of Denver and Patty McCafferty.  

Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Traffic Signal Maintenance 

Agreement between the Borough of Denver and C.M. High, Inc. for the period of July 1, 2014 

through June 30, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to adopt 

Resolution No. 789 – A Resolution A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough Of 

Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in Support of Senate Bill 1340 and House Bill 1272 
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Enabling All Municipal Police to use the Same Motor Vehicle Speed-Timing Equipment as the 

Pennsylvania State Police.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to adopt Resolution 

No. 790 - A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Approving the Denver Fire Company Activities – Workers’ Compensation 

Insurance.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to recess into an 

Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to reconvene 

into Regular Session at 9:04 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to retain the 

relationship with the existing Solicitor Josele Cleary from Morgan, Hallgren, Crosswell, and 

Kane.  Motion failed 5 to 2 with Councilmen Gensemer, South, Flory, Stover, and Daub voting 

no and Councilmen Cohick and Fink voting yes. 

 Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover to appoint the 

firm of Zimmerman, Pfannebecker, Nuffort, and Albert, LLP as the Borough Solicitor for a 

period of one (1) year effective July 1, 2014.  Motion carried 5 to 2 with Councilmen Gensemer, 

South, Flory, Stover, and Daub voting yes and Councilmen Cohick and Fink voting no.        

       

Adjournment 

Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:07 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.     

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 
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