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April 14, 2014 

 

The April 14th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Jr. Councilperson Shupp, Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, 

South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which 

was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger reported that the traffic light is not working properly when emergency 

vehicles go through the intersection.  Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that he is not 

aware of any problems with the light and has not received any concerns from the Fire Company 

regarding this issue.  Mr. Hession will follow-up with the Fire Chief concerning this issue.  

 Mr. Wenger also inquired if there is an age limit for the playground equipment and 

swings in the Borough.  Mr. Wenger was informed there is an age recommendation not limit. 

Discussion followed.  
 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to approve the 

March 10, 2014 and March 31, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that he does not have a report.   

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that he does not have a report.  

 

Junior Councilperson 

 Jr. Councilperson Shupp reported that this past Saturday there was a Senior Citizen 

Social at the Cocalico High School which had a good turnout.  Also, the German Exchange 

Students arrived at the school and a group of students will be going to Bush Gardens in Florida 

to work alongside some animals and participate in different activities.  On Thursday, April 17th, 

there will be a 1:00 p.m. dismissal; on Friday, April 18th, there is a make-up snow day; and on 

April 26th, the Revolution Club will be holding an event in the cafeteria for the community.                

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession asked Borough Council to let him know whether anyone is planning on 

attending the Lancaster County Boroughs’ Association meeting which will be held at the General 

Sutter Inn in Lititz on Wednesday, April 23rd at 6:30 p.m.     

 

Public Hearing  

Councilman Daub opened the Public Hearing concerning the proposed Ordinance to 

Amend the Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Denver, Chapter 200, Zoning, by amending 

the Industrial District Regulations and by establishing a Wellhead Protection Overlay District in 

the Borough.  Mr. Hession reported that the Public Hearing gives the community members an 

opportunity to provide Borough Council with input concerning the proposed ordinance and 

provided a summary of the advertising and posting of the Public Hearing. 
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Mr. Hession also stated that the current ordinance being considered by the Borough 

impacts two (2) parts of the Zoning Ordinance.  The first part amends the Industrial Zoning and 

expands the list of available commercial uses in the Industrial District primarily to enhance the 

marketability of the vacant industrial buildings and lands in the Borough. The proposed list of 

additional commercial uses included in the ordinance are those that can attract additional 

business and visitors to downtown beyond daytime work hours. The proposed ordinance also 

includes a revision to the definition of “Plan Center” to “Plan Development” to bring that term 

into compliance with usage in the rest of the Zoning Ordinance.  

The second part creates a Wellhead Protection Overlay Zone. The Borough currently has 

one (1) well in the Borough, Well 4, called the Denver Heights Well. The Wellhead Protection 

regulations are meant to safeguard public health and safety and to protect underground water 

resources that are mined through the public water system by regulating uses in the Zone 

including fuel oil, furniture stripping, household hazardous waste products, lawn chemicals, and 

herbicides. Mr. Hession stated that according to the Borough Solicitor, what is being used now in 

the proposed Zone is permitted to continue to be used. Once the ordinance is approved a letter 

will be sent to the five (5) property owners in that Zone and they will have to fill out a form as a 

baseline indicating the chemicals, pesticides, fuel, and herbicides that they are storing and using 

on their property.  This form will need to be updated and submitted annually. 

Borough Council reviewed the comments submitted by the Lancaster County Planning 

Commission who recommended approval of the ordinance stating that it is consistent with 

Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed ordinance also is consistent with the 

Cocalico Region Comprehensive Plan and the Borough’s overall Source Water Protection Plan. 

Councilman Daub asked for public comments concerning the proposed ordinance.  Ann 

Metzger, 337 Tamarack Drive asked that if the ordinance is passed, will they be prohibited from 

putting in a swimming pool in the future.  Ms. Metzger was informed that yes, the ordinance will 

prohibit the installation of a swimming pool on the property located within the Wellhead 

Protection Overlay Zone.   

Michael Micozzi, 331 Tamarack Drive, asked about the use of insecticides and if a 

property owner is using a certain type now but later a different type of bug is eating your lawn, 

how can that be treated to get rid of the bug if you need to use something different.  A discussion 

followed between Borough Council, Eric and Ann Metzger, and Michael Micozzi concerning the 

use of chemicals, the storage of chemicals, and how the Borough and property owners can strike 

a reasonableness to be able to monitor and protect the water system while permitting property 

owners to continue to use their properties.  Other issues discussed included the annual reporting 

form and the burden that will be placed on property owners to have to report every type of 

chemical they have stored on their property regardless of the amount.  Borough Council 

discussed the possibility of setting a minimum amount in the reporting form to eliminate the 

need to report small amounts of household chemicals stored in the residential homes.  Discussion 

followed regarding spills, lawn chemicals, what is hazardous, and what amount is considered 

storage.  

Councilman Daub reported that what he has heard from the citizens present is a request 

for Borough Council to pay attention to the reasonableness of the language that exists and to 

make sure the Borough Council is not being overly broad and overly stringent in what can or 

cannot happen in the future.  There being no additional comments, Councilman Gensemer made 

a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 
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Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the Borough’s Alternate Project request to 

FEMA/PEMA concerning the use of the balance of the funding from the damage caused to the 

former Boy Scout Cabin by Tropical Storm Lee and the recent emails received from 

PEMA/FEMA requesting additional environmental and historical information about the paving 

components submitted with the Borough’s Alternate Project request in November, 2013. Mr. 

Hession reported that he contacted Mr. Rupe and indicated that since November, the Borough 

has discussed using the money for some different projects including a storage building for the 

Park Association, the Scouts, and the Cocalico Midget Football Association, playground 

equipment, and playground safety surface materials.  Mr. Rupe responded to the Borough about 

his concerns regarding the additional change and stated that the Borough should submit 

information concerning this last change for his office to complete an informal review.  

Discussion followed.  Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to 

proceed with submitting a request to FEMA for an informal review to use the balance of the 

Tropical Storm Lee Funding to purchase and install a pre-fabricated storage shed to replace the 

existing storage facilities adjacent to the Recreation Center, to replace the see-saw equipment in 

the Upper Play Lot, to replace the Lower Play Lot wooden border, and to replace the three (3) 

spring riders play equipment in the Upper Play Lot with new equipment.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0.  

Borough Council discussed the status of the Streetlight Privatization Project. Mr. Hession 

reported that the Borough is still waiting for PP&L to respond to the Borough’s consultant’s 

request for either an agreement from PP&L or an itemized list of what work will be required by 

PP&L prior to selling the system to the Borough.  Also discussed was the status of the lease/loan 

from M&T Bank and the possibility of the loan rate increasing the longer the purchase from 

PP&L is delayed.  In the interim, the Borough forwarded M&T Bank a copy of the inventory 

disk which identifies all 344 lights, their GPS location, and the condition of the lights including 

pictures of each light.  Discussion followed.                

Borough Council discussed the request from Jennifer L. Zeiset, 536 Main Street, for a 

handicap parking space on at 536 Main Street.  Discussion followed regarding this request and 

the number of requests the Borough has been receiving for handicap parking. Councilman 

Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to advertise an ordinance to establish a 

handicap parking space at 536 Main Street. Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  Borough 

Council also discussed having the Street Committee develop a handicap parking policy for the 

Borough including an application process and possible fee schedule as a future agenda item.    

Borough Council discussed the Lancaster County Tax Collection Bureau’s (LCTCB) 

request for municipal officials to contact State Senator Mike Brubaker and State Representative 

Mindy Fee about Senate Bill 491 and the concerns that will give taxpayers the right to file by 

paper rather than electronically.  According to the LCTCB this could require the agency to have 

to hire more staff to handle the paper return, thus increasing the chance of error and slowing 

down the time that the taxes collected are distributed to the municipalities.  Discussion followed 

and Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Cohick, to send a letter of support for 

the LCTCB position to State Senator Mike Brubaker and State Representative Mindy Fee 

concerning Senate Bill 491.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.    

Borough Council discussed the recommendation to contract with Gage Personnel 

Services in Ephrata to obtain the services of a general laborer to assist the Department of Public 

Works during the spring/summer of 2014. Mr. Hession reported that the pay rate will remain the 

same as it was the end of last year and the person who worked last year is still available and 

indicated he would like to come back. Currently the Public Works Department has five (5) 
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employees, two (2) who are at full duty, two (2) who are on light duty, and one (1) who is off 

duty. Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the 

recommendation to contract with Gage Personnel Services in Ephrata to obtain the services of a 

general laborer to assist the Department of Public Works during the spring/summer of 2014.  

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Action Items 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the 

March, 2014 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 617 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Denver, Chapter 

200, Zoning, By Adding A Wellhead Protection Overlay District (WP); Providing Regulations 

for the Wellhead Protection Overlay District (WP); Including Specified Commercial Uses in the 

Industrial (I) District; And Amending the Zoning Map to Include the Wellhead Protection 

Overlay District (WP). Motion carried 4 to 2 with Councilmen Cohick, Flory, South, and Daub 

voting yes and Councilmen Gensemer and Stover voting no. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to restrict 

parking on both sides of the street on North 4th Street from Locust Street to Walnut Street and on 

Walnut Street from North 4th Street to North 8th Street on Monday, May 26, 2014, from 8:30 a.m. 

to 10:00 a.m. Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to recess into an 

Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to reconvene into 

Regular Session at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Mayor Redcay reported that on March 19th he attended a Mayors’ Luncheon and on 

March 27th he attended the Fire Company Budget meeting.   

Borough Council discussed the Fire Company and their future spending plans including 

the purchase of a new truck, the purchase of a duty vehicle, and repairs to the Denver Fire 

Company building roof and HVAC system. 

Borough Council discussed the next Regional Meeting which is scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 22nd, at 7:00 p.m. at the Adamstown Borough Municipal Building. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:35 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.                 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 



 5 

 

Action Items: 

- Motion to approve the March 10, 2014 and March 31, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion 

carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to proceed with submitting a request to FEMA for an informal review to use the 

balance of the Tropical Storm Lee Funding to purchase and install a pre-fabricated 

storage shed to replace the existing storage facilities adjacent to the Recreation Center, to 

replace the see-saw equipment in the Upper Play Lot, to replace the Lower Play Lot 

wooden border, and to replace the three (3) spring riders play equipment in the Upper 

Play Lot with new equipment.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to advertise an ordinance to establish a handicap parking space at 536 Main 

Street.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.    

- Motion to send a letter of support for the LCTCB position to State Senator Mike 

Brubaker and State Representative Mindy Fee concerning Senate Bill 491.  Motion 

carried unanimously 6 to 0.     

- Motion to approve the recommendation to contract with Gage Personnel Services in 

Ephrata to obtain the services of a general laborer to assist the Department of Public 

Works during the spring/summer of 2014.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the March, 2014 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0. 

- Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 617 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of Ordinances of 

the Borough of Denver, Chapter 200, Zoning, By Adding A Wellhead Protection Overlay 

District (WP); Providing Regulations for the Wellhead Protection Overlay District (WP); 

Including Specified Commercial Uses in the Industrial (I) District; And Amending the 

Zoning Map to Include the Wellhead Protection Overlay District (WP).  Motion carried 4 

to 2 with Councilmen Cohick, Flory, South, and Daub voting yes and Councilmen 

Gensemer and Stover voting no.   

- Motion to restrict parking on both sides of the street on North 4th Street from Locust 

Street to Walnut Street and on Walnut Street from North 4th Street to North 8th Street on 

Monday, May 26, 2014, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0. 

- Motion to recess into an Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. to discuss personnel issues.  

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to reconvene into Regular Session at 9:23 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0.  

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.                 

 
 


