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February 10, 2014 

 

The February 10th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Shupp, Cohick, Gensemer, 

Flory, South, Stover, and Daub. The invocation was given by Junior Councilperson Shupp, 

which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Councilman Cohick reported that a few citizens came to him saying they are not getting 

the Emergency Notification calls sent out by the Borough prior to a snow emergency event.  

Borough Manager Michael Hession stated that the Borough has encouraged the community in 

multiple newsletters to register their contact information, phone number, and/or email on the 

Borough’s web site or to contact the Municipal Building to provide the information so that they 

receive the emergency notifications. Mr. Hession also reported that the Borough recently 

completed an audit of the information registered in the Swift911 Emergency Notification System 

and updated the information and custom maps used to notify property owners of emergency 

events.  Discussion followed.         
 

Presentation 

 Farley Fry and Jennifer Prunoske from Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc. provided an 

overview of the final draft of Denver Borough’s Storm Water Management Ordinance.  Mr. Fry 

and Ms. Prunoske highlighted the Borough staff and Planning Commission’s recommendations 

concerning key components of the ordinance including Small Projects requirements and the 

Inspection Fund.  Discussion followed concerning how this new ordinance will impact property 

owners in the Borough.  Following the discussion, Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded 

by Councilman Stover, to authorize the advertisement of the Denver Borough Storm Water 

Management Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.      
 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the 

January 6, 2014 and January 27, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that he was not at the last Borough Council meeting and 

thanked Councilman Gensemer for presiding over the meeting.  Councilman Daub also thanked 

the Borough and Mr. Hession for sending a number of Councilmembers to the Newly Elected 

Officials Training, he appreciated the experience.    

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay was not in attendance.  

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession reported that Scott Mohn, Laborer III, was injured today when he was 

driving the backhoe and crossing the railroad tracks on Wabash Road and was hit by a train.  Mr. 

Mohn’s wife contacted Mr. Hession before the start of the meeting and stated that he is doing 

okay, but is badly bruised.  The backhoe has some damage, including damage to a rear tire and 

rim, a broken side glass panel, a bent fender, and chipped pieces of the front tires.  A new rear 

tire and rim has been ordered and the Borough should have the replacement parts by tomorrow.  
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The backhoe should be repaired an operational for the next snow storm that is scheduled to hit 

the area in two (2) days.  Mr. Hession also thanked the East Cocalico Township Road department 

for using one (1) of their big loaders to help pull the backhoe off the train tracks.   Discussion 

followed.    

 Mr. Hession reported that due to the multiple snow and ice storms, the Borough already 

has used 59% of the General Fund overtime budget and 25% of the Borough’s salt and cinder 

budget for 2014.  The Borough’s most recent salt order, which was placed last week, is not 

expected for two (2) weeks.  The Borough currently has enough road salt for at least two (2) 

more storms, but also is looking to see if some other municipality has extra salt to sell or lend.  

Discussion followed. 

 Mr. Hession reported that on Saturday night into Sunday morning, the Borough 

experienced the sixth (6th) water line break this winter season with a break on the line on 

Lancaster Avenue in front of Green Lawn Garage.  The break was a significant leak that surfaced 

at about 9:30 p.m. and took some time to fix.  Prior to fixing this leak, the Borough already has 

used 50% of the water fund overtime line item budget for 2014.  

Mr. Hession reported that the Borough has been proactive with the clearing of snow from 

sidewalks. There were a number of properties that the Borough has had a contractor clear the 

snow from sidewalks. That tends to upset some people. Also since it is only early February, the 

Borough has been trying to push the snow back as far as it can from the roadway to the curb line.  

Discussion followed.   

 

Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Shupp reported that the Sir Valentine Dance was held this past 

Saturday and it was a lot of fun.  He also reported that the Cocalico High School Girls Basketball 

team is doing really well and made playoffs; Friday is a teacher in-service day; President’s Day 

on Monday will be a snow make-up day; last Thursday was Back to School Night for the 

parents; and senior Marissa Gingrich scored her 1,000 point the other night for the basketball 

team.      

 

SwiftReach Emergency Notification System Registration Reminder 

 Mr. Hession stated that it is important to encourage people to participate and register their 

contact information with this system so that they can be notified during an emergency in the 

Borough.  

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the proposed Borough Council Telecommunications Policy 

and the proposed revisions to the Borough Council Rules of Order and reviewed copies of the 

modified resolutions and policies which include the Borough Solicitor’s final comments.  The 

proposed policy permits Councilmembers to participate in a meeting through a 

telecommunication device; allows members of Borough Council to vote; and lists the reasons 

why a Councilmember may be able to participate in this manner.  The Councilmember would 

need to notify the Borough Manager by 12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting so everything can be 

set up to do the meeting. Discussion followed.             

Borough Council discussed the request from Police Chief George Beever for a 

representative from the Borough to participate in the entry-level Scored Oral Interviews on 

February 25, 2014. Councilman Gensemer recommended Councilman Daub since he served on 

the Human Resource Committee of the Police Advisory Board for one (1) month.  Councilman 

Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to appoint Borough Council 
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President Daub as the representative from the Borough to participate in the entry-level Scored 

Oral Interviews on February 25, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Borough Council discussed the proposed 2014 Street Improvement Program – Jefferson 

Avenue and Fausnacht Drive.  Mr. Hession reported that the Street Committee met on January 

30th with George Whetsel, Director of Public Works and Max Shradley, engineer with Rettew, 

and discussed the proposed 2014 Street Improvement Project which includes a full depth 

reclamation and paving of Jefferson Avenue from Lancaster Avenue to South 4th Street; a 

milling and overlay of a section of Fausnacht Drive; and the milling and overlay of the dead-end 

section of Fausnacht Drive.  The Street Committee discussed bidding the project as two (2) 

separate projects in one (1) advertisement.  Also, the Fausnacht Drive Project will include a base 

bid to mill and overlay (with some base repair) the section of Fausnacht Drive from Jefferson 

Avenue to the radius heading toward School Court, and, an Alternate Bid for the mill and 

overlay of the dead-end section of Fausnacht Drive.  In doing so, based on the projected costs, 

the Borough will have the options to award the bids for one (1), two (2), or all three (3) projects.  

Following the discussion, Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

South, to authorize the Borough Engineer to develop and advertise the Bid Specifications for the 

Jefferson Avenue Reconstruction Project and the Fausnacht Drive Milling and Overlay Project.  

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

Borough Council discussed the recommendations of the Street Committee concerning the 

implementation of a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) and signage installation at the intersection 

of 4th Street and Main Street. Mr. Hession reported that in 2013 the Borough received a request 

for the installation of an exclusive pedestrian interval phase at the traffic signal.  The Borough 

contacted PennDOT and requested an explanation as to why the previous request for an 

exclusive pedestrian phase interval at this intersection was denied and a summary of the 

technical requirements that must be met to implement such a phase.  PennDOT responded that 

there are no real quantitative criteria to meet and the decision is based on an engineering 

judgment call.  The biggest concern PennDOT had in the past was implementing an exclusive 

pedestrian phase and then causing traffic to queue on Main Street from 4th Street all the way to 

the railroad tracks.   The Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) phase gives the pedestrian after 

hitting the signal button at the intersection a three (3) second head start into the crosswalk. This 

option does not require an engineering study to the degree it would have been needed for an 

exclusive Pedestrian Crossing, but it will require a permit change.  The cost quoted by Rettew 

Associates to complete the engineering for the permit change is approximately $1,100.00.  

PennDOT also recommended that if the Borough would pursue this type of phase to add signs on 

the mast arm to remind motorists that pedestrians will be crossing at the intersection. Discussion 

followed. Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to approve 

the recommendation by the Street Committee concerning a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) and 

signage installation at the intersection of 4th Street and Main Street.  Motion carried unanimously 

6 to 0. 

Borough Council discussed the status of the interim appointment of the Borough 

Solicitor. Mr. Hession inquired if Borough Council wants to wait to discuss this item until all 

members of Borough Council are present.  Councilman Gensemer thought it might be a good 

idea to get a start on it now and send out a Request for Proposal (RFP) to other solicitors now 

since one (1) month has already gone by since Borough Council first discussed this issue.  

Councilman Gensemer commented that the Borough can see what is out there, maybe the 

Borough has the best already and maybe it doesn’t, and developing a list of issues for the current 

solicitor to address is only delaying the process. He stated he doesn’t want to come up with a list 

that goes out to the current solicitor giving her two (2) weeks to prepare for this and then receive 
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a bill for the time she spent doing it.  Councilman Gensemer stated he inquired with Mr. Hession 

if the Borough is going to be liable for any time she spends on preparing to come to Borough 

Council. Mr. Hession stated that after that Borough Council meeting when this was discussed he 

informed the Solicitor of Borough Council’s intentions to provide a list of comments and 

concerns, and to meet to discuss these issues.  Councilman Daub informed Borough Council that 

it was his idea to come up with a list of concerns for the Solicitor, not to incur future billing 

expenses from her, but because she has been providing service to the Borough for some time, he 

thought it was appropriate to afford her the opportunity to respond to the Borough’s concerns. 

Councilman Gensemer thought the idea was to have her come to a Borough Council session or 

work session to address the concerns it wasn’t to send a list for someone to prepare. He also 

stated his concerns he had with the representation.  Councilman Gensemer stated that Borough 

Council met and voted 5 to 2 to go with East Cocalico Township Police and certain stipulations 

were set up that they had to meet. She did not send it to the solicitor at East Cocalico Township, 

but she sent it to the solicitor for Northern Regional Police which was not acting in the Boroughs 

best interest. He stated there were emails that transpired back and forth talking about weekend 

and evening conversations with the solicitor for Northern Regional and never once mentioning 

any conversation with Mike Miller from East Cocalico Township.  He stated she also disclosed 

in the beginning that she was the legal counsel for the Northern Regional Police Department. He 

stated he didn’t know that the firm also was representing Penn and Warwick Township. It wasn’t 

supposed to be a conflict of interest as long as there wasn’t a situation where there was a 

problem. Then the bill comes from the Northern Regional Police Department and there is a 

problem and she can’t help the Borough out. Fortunately they did not pursue the bill but what if 

they would have.  There were statements that a Regional Police Department with East Cocalico 

wasn’t going to work. He stated she said they couldn’t comment on their 4% caps that they had 

promised us because they hadn’t taken them through a formal meeting, yet she was willing to 

comment to Borough Council that yes it is likely that Northern Regional will take Denver 

Borough even if West Cocalico Township doesn’t go along and that never went through a 

supervisors meeting over there. East Cocalico was treated different than Northern Regional was.  

He stated his concern that as we go forward through next year and possibly the next year and try 

to hammer out details with East Cocalico and the regional police department, the Borough needs 

someone who is on its side. He feels she was not on the Borough’s side from the time the motion 

was passed until the time she came into the meeting at Reamstown Fire Hall saying State Police 

is an option and she wouldn’t walk across the room to get the details with East Cocalico 

Townships Solicitor Mike Miller to tweak the details, and also coming to the executive session 

not knowing that Northern Regional had withdrawn their proposal six (6) hours earlier. 

Councilman Gensemer claims Northern Regional never agreed to take Denver Borough without 

West Cocalico Township, but that is not what we were told.  Discussion followed concerning the 

development of a Request for Proposal (RFP) and what information will be requested in the 

process.  Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to develop and 

distribute a Request for Proposal (RFP) for legal services for the Borough and to notify the 

existing Borough Solicitor of the concerns that were raised by Borough Council and to give the 

Borough Solicitor the opportunity to meet with Borough Council to address these concerns at her 

own expense.  Motion carried 5 to 1 with Councilman Cohick voting no.  

Borough Council discussed the development of an RFP and the process to review the 

RFP responses.  Following the discussion, Borough Council agreed to have Councilmen Cohick, 

Fink, and Gensemer serve on the RFP Review Committee.   
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 Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to approve the 

January, 2014 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion made unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adopt Resolution 

No. 782 - A Resolution Of The Council Of The Borough Of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Authorizing The Incurrence Of Lease Obligations In A Principal Amount Not To 

Exceed $500,000.00, To Be Evidenced By A Lease Purchase Agreement With Manufacturers 

And Traders Trust Company (The “Bank”) To Which The Borough Will Pay Rental Payments In 

Connection With Financing The Borough’s Project Described Below:  Accepting The Bank’s 

Proposal And Authorizing The Execution And Delivery Of The Lease Purchase Agreement; 

Covenanting To Pay Amounts Pursuant To The Lease Purchase Agreement And The Bank’s 

Proposal From Current Revenues, Subject To Annual Appropriation; Authorizing And Directing 

The Taking Of Necessary Or Appropriate  Actions, Including Execution And Delivery Of 

Requisite Documents In Connection With The Lease Purchase Agreement; And Taking Related 

Actions.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to contract with 

Hanover Engineering Associates to provide an Elevation Certificate for the Denver Filter Plant at 

a cost not to exceed $1,500.00.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to authorize the 

President of Borough Council to execute the Letter of Intent to the Department of Community 

and Economic Development (DCED) for technical assistance and funding assistance to study and 

implement a regional police department and commission.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

  

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman Daub inquired if there is anything the Borough can do to proactively assist in 

responding to water leak issues. Discussion followed. Mr. Hession reported that the Borough will 

restore the driveway and sidewalk at the property on Fausnacht Drive and Jefferson Avenue 

which was damaged due to the Borough’s excavation to repair a water leak on Jefferson Avenue.   

 Councilman Flory stated that East Earl Township and Salisbury Township have some 

road salt available that they can loan other municipalities.  Mr. Hession will contact them in the 

morning.  

 Councilman Gensemer inquired if the Borough can be more proactive on property 

maintenance issues. There is a property in the first block of North 6th Street where a beam was 

installed to hold up the front porch.  The support structure includes a cement block, a board, a 

hydraulic car jack, and a post that has been there since October. If it would be accidently kicked 

out it could be a dangerous situation.  It is also a structure change.  Discussion followed 

regarding property maintenance issues and how it should be enforced.            

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:35 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

          

           Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items:  

- Motion to authorize the advertisement of the Denver Borough Storm Water Management 

Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.      
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- Motion to approve the January 6, 2014 and January 27, 2014 meeting minutes.  Motion 

carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to appoint Borough Council President Daub as the representative from the 

Borough to participate in the entry-level Scored Oral Interviews on February 25, 2014.  

Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the Borough Engineer to develop and advertise the Bid 

Specifications for the Jefferson Avenue Reconstruction Project and the Fausnacht Drive 

Milling and Overlay Project.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

- Motion to approve the recommendation by the Street Committee concerning a Leading 

Pedestrian Interval (LPI) and signage installation at the intersection of 4th Street and Main 

Street.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to develop and distribute a Request for Proposal (RFP) for legal services for the 

Borough and to notify the existing Borough Solicitor of the concerns that were raised by 

Borough Council and to give the Borough Solicitor the opportunity to meet with Borough 

Council to address these concerns at her own expense.  Motion carried 5 to 1 with 

Councilman Cohick voting no. 

- Motion to approve the January, 2014 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 

to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 782 - A Resolution Of The Council Of The Borough Of 

Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Authorizing The Incurrence Of Lease 

Obligations In A Principal Amount Not To Exceed $500,000.00, To Be Evidenced By A 

Lease Purchase Agreement With Manufacturers And Traders Trust Company (The 

“Bank”) To Which The Borough Will Pay Rental Payments In Connection With 

Financing The Borough’s Project Described Below:  Accepting The Bank’s Proposal 

And Authorizing The Execution And Delivery Of The Lease Purchase Agreement; 

Covenanting To Pay Amounts Pursuant To The Lease Purchase Agreement And The 

Bank’s Proposal From Current Revenues, Subject To Annual Appropriation; Authorizing 

And Directing The Taking Of Necessary Or Appropriate  Actions, Including Execution 

And Delivery Of Requisite Documents In Connection With The Lease Purchase 

Agreement; And Taking Related Actions.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to contract with Hanover Engineering Associates to provide an Elevation 

Certificate for the Denver Filter Plant at a cost not to exceed $1,500.00.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President of Borough Council to execute the Letter of Intent to 

the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) for technical 

assistance and funding assistance to study and implement a regional police department 

and commission.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.   

-  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

 


