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September 26, 2016 

 

The September 26th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present: Stewart, Palm, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor 

Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Michael Cohick stated that he is concerned that at least one (1) or two (2) members of 

Borough Council missed at least half the meetings this year. There was one (1) Borough Council 

meeting a couple months ago that there wasn’t a quorum and he feels that is unacceptable. He 

stated that when he was on Borough Council this concern was brought to him and it seems to be 

progressing. There are two (2) Councilmembers missing tonight and the one (1) is normally here, 

but the other one (1) is always missing. He stated he had missed some meetings, but it was due to 

health reasons and not vacations.      

 Mr. Cohick also reported on his concerns regarding the new ordinance that was recently 

approved concerning grass and the Borough just allowed the contractor who was working on 

North 5th Street to put straw down and no seed or netting and now the straw is all over the street. 

Also every house that had the grass redone is all weeds that are about five (5) to six (6) inches 

high.  Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that the Borough withheld money from the 

contractor for this project to return and re-seed the areas where grass has not been established.  

Also, currently, the Borough does not have any regulations that require netting to be put installed 

when someone is re-seeding an area.  The Borough can review that issue and how it may impact 

the Borough’s MS4 requirements. 

 Jim Weaver from Weaver Industries reported that he is here regarding the late fees on the 

water/sewer bills.  Mr. Weaver stated that the payment for the water and sewer bills was mailed 

on September 13th and were due on September 15th.  He stated that his company had a new 

person who was doing the mailing that day and instead of hand delivering the payment to the 

Municipal Building, they placed the payment in the mail.  The Borough received the payment on 

September 16th, which was one (1) day past the due date.  Weaver Industries then received a 

delinquent notice for each of the three (3) accounts which totaled $162.70.  Mr. Weaver stated 

that his company has not been late making payments in the past and asked Borough Council to 

rescind the penalties since the bills were sent and post marked on time. Discussion followed 

concerning the Borough’s process for determining late bills; the history for all three (3) Weaver 

Industries accounts for the past 11 years; and a similar situation in July where Borough Council 

did not waive penalties for an apartment complex in the Borough.  Following the discussion, 

Borough Council decided not to waive the penalty fees assessed for the three (3) Weaver 

Industries water-sewer accounts whose payments were received after the due date. 

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Stover reported that he met with Perry Kern from New Enterprise Stone and 

Lime, Co., Councilman Flory, George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, and Mr. Hession to 

obtain a cost estimate to complete the North 5th Street Resurfacing Project from Locust Street to 

Juniper Street.  Councilman Stover also reported that following the meeting, he marked the 

sections of North 5th Street that need base repair with Mr. Whetsel. 
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Police Department Report 

Chief Terry Arment reported on the police activity for August as well as the year to date 

totals. For the month of August there were 839 calls for service with 195 of them in the Borough 

and 6,622 year-to-date; 10 reportable crashes with none in the Borough and 86 year-to-date; 18 

non-reportable crashes with two of them in the Borough and 124 year-to-date; 56 traffic citations 

and 586 year-to-date; 61 traffic warnings and 586 year-to-date; 15 parking tickets and 240 year-

to-date; and 44 criminal cases were reported with 16 of them in them in the Borough and 23 of 

those cases have been cleared.  

Chief Arment also reported on community relations and crime prevention for August. On 

Tuesday August 2nd they held the National Night out Event at the Reamstown Park; on August 

5th the Lancaster County DUI Task Force held a DUI check point in the 1800 block of North 

Reading Road and Officer Kreisher and Officer Progan represented East Cocalico Township  

where two (2) DUI arrest were made and six (6) citations were issued; the Week of August 8th 

Corporal Kepley, Corporal Progan, Officers Fisher and Kreisher attended a four (4) day class to 

become certified in a Breath Test Interment Operator; on August 11th  he along with Detective 

Neff and Officer Gail Sizer attended a seminar titled Cop Shot the Aftermath at Penn State Berks 

County Campus; on August 15th Officer Sweigart attended the PA State Police Camp Cadet 

explaining one of the emergency vehicles; on August 19th he attended the monthly Cocalico 

Partnership meeting; and on August 24th, Officer Kreisher attended a Commercial Vehicle 

Inspection Detail in Berks County.  

     

Denver Fire Company Report  

Chief Shannon Hilton was not in attendance.  

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Public Works Department finished the crack sealing for the 

year; grinded the brush pile at the Borough Lot; completed the Lead and Copper test for the three 

(3) year cycle; winterized the Denver Community Pool and ordered the new adult pool cover; 

hauled a set a bleachers from the Reinholds VFW to the Denver Park for the Denver Fair; 

completed various Borough Lot repairs; patched stoned alleys; completed the end of the month 

reports and Susquehanna River Basin Reports; and gathered cost quotations to replace equipment 

such as the backhoe and Truck #4. 

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department also made repairs to the retention basin behind 

Sycamore Drive and Holly Lane; installed root control on 18 sewer laterals; assisted the Denver 

Fair with some signs and the recycling trailer; inspected the level transducer at the Smokestown 

Well and ordered a repair which should be completed on Wednesday, September 28th; and sent a 

few Zoning Violation letters to property owners who have campers parked on the road in front of 

their homes.  Mr. Whetsel reported that he and Scott Mohn attended an equipment pipe 

demonstration in York and Doug Enck attended a seminar for water distribution.  

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department also made sewer manhole repairs on Main 

Street; had to change the register on the by-pass meter on Well 4; and will need to purchase a 

new gas monitor to use in the sewer system at a cost of $890.00.  Mr. Whetsel also discuss the 

repairs required for the Filter Plant including the need to remove the existing filter sand and the 

need to purchase and install new filter sand.  Discussion followed regarding the Filter Plant and 

the costs for repairs that were not budgeted in 2016.             
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Discussion Items 

Ray D’Agostino, CEO of the Lancaster Housing Opportunity Partnership (LHOP) and 

Rodney Redcay, Executive Director of REAL Life Community Services, provided an overview 

and status update of their collaborative project to acquire, rehabilitate, and revitalize the former 

Denver House property located at 240 Main Street.  Mr. D’Agostino thanked Borough Council 

for the Letter of Support for the project, and reported there are many in attendance at tonight’s 

meeting that have either direct or indirect interest in this project. He reported that he completed a 

walk-through of the building last Thursday and it was sickening to see into the rooms that people 

were living in. There are 12 remaining residents who all live on the second floor with one (1) 

resident who lives in the back apartment on the first floor. The collaborative partners have made 

plans to help the remaining residents find alternative housing. Mr. D’Agostino explained the 

mission of LHOP, the services they offer, and how it was founded. LHOP helps organizations 

and/or business owners acquire and rehab, if it’s not new construction, housing that is affordable 

to residents in Lancaster County. Mr. D’Agostino reported that LHOP is very happy to be 

working with REAL Life Services on this project and that this is one of the fastest turn arounds 

in terms of being able to have control of a property that has property maintenance issues, has 

gone to Sheriff’s Sale, is in foreclosure, and is in judicial tax sale.  Mr. D’Agostino explained the 

process and structure to acquire this property and Mr. Redcay followed with a summary of the 

plans to renovate the property into 10 affordable housing apartments on the second and third 

floors; the development of a social services hub with medical, dental, and counseling services 

along with professional offices on the first floor; and the development of approximately 1,400 

square feet for commercial space.  The projected investment into the acquisition and renovation 

of this property is between $1.5 and $1.7 million dollars.  

Georgette McAllister, CEO from Welsh Mountain Health Center, reported on the history 

and primary focus of the Health Center and the offices that are planned to go in on the first floor 

of the property at 240 Main Street.  She cited the large number of Denver residents who are 

currently utilizing their service sat their other facility.  Mr. Redcay reported that the project is 

sustainable and there are needs in the community for the services that will be provided. There is 

a need for affordable housing, but this will not be a shelter or a transitional home. Mr. Redcay 

discussed the plans for the project and introduced individuals and businesses owners that are part 

of the team working on this project including Jonathan Moyer from Cocalico Plumbing and 

Heating, Mark Smoker from M.A. Smoker, and Greg Martin from Martin Flooring.   

Dan German from Community Action Program also was in attendance to support the 

project and to discuss a collaborative agreement they are developing with High Concrete to 

provide affordable housing for potential employees of High and other companies in the Borough.  

Other business owners in attendance included Dr. Marianne Fracica from the Cocalico Cat and 

Gingham Dog Animal Hospital and Carol Hollinger and Courtney Rittenour from the Courtyard 

Café on Main Street. 

Mr. D’Agostino highlighted the next steps moving forward including the acquisition and 

pre-development costs which include bank payment, taxes, lien satisfactions, and appraisal, as 

well as pre-development costs such as building maintenance and security, preliminary landscape 

engineering, building renovations and drawings, and environmental assessments, which are 

projected to total approximately $150,000.00.  The development team requests Borough 

assistance for this project  through the provision of an economic development grant of 

$35,000.00; the exoneration of delinquent Borough property taxes in the amount of $2,961.48; 

and support of the required Special Exception application that will be submitted to the Zoning 

Hearing Board.  Discussion followed regarding the Denver House Collective Project and 
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Borough Council indicated that they will consider the requests made by LHOP and REAL Life 

Community Services during their next Borough Council meeting.   

Borough Council discussed the required improvements to curb, sidewalk, and driveway 

aprons on North 5th Street in anticipation of the North 5th Street Paving Project. Mr. Hession 

reported that a walk-through was completed by the Street Committee and the Director of Public 

Works and the street was marked for areas requiring base repair.  During the walk-through it was 

noticed that when the street is re-paved there will be some driveway aprons and curbing that will 

be impacted and will require repairs to their facilities.  Based on the inspection a total of six (6) 

properties will need to replace either sections of curbing or driveway aprons.  Borough Council 

discussed notifying the property owners of this work and offering them the opportunity to either 

complete the improvements prior to the start of the project in 2017, or, to sign an agreement with 

the Borough for the Borough’s contractor to complete the repairs and the property owners will be 

given 12 months to reimburse the Borough for the costs of the improvements interest free.  The 

Borough Manager will contact the property owners directly. 

 

Action Items 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to approve the 

September, 2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adopt Resolution 

No. 822 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Authorizing Signature Authority for the Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant 

Agreement between the Borough of Denver and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  

Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to adopt 

Resolution No. 823 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania, Approving A Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Borough of 

Denver and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Teamsters Local Union No. 771, For the 

Period January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.  

Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Central Pennsylvania Teamsters 

Health and Welfare Fund Plan 14 - 2016 Dependent Opt Out Agreement for the Bargaining Unit 

Employees, with the effective date of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2019.  Motion 

carried unanimously 5 to 0.  

Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 632 - An Ordinance of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Amending 

Section 70-2, 70-8, and 70-11 To Remove the Restriction on the Number of Dogs and Cats 

Which May Be Kept on a Property, To Amend Provisions Regarding Animals Running At 

Large, To Expand and Clarify Violations for Animal Nuisances and To Add provisions 

Regarding Responsibilities of Owners, Custodians, and Keepers of Animals; Providing for the 

Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances; Providing for the Severability of the Ordinance; And 

Providing that the Ordinance Shall Take Effect As Provided by Pennsylvania Law.  Motion 

carried unanimously 5 to 0.  

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Central Pennsylvania Teamsters 

Health and Welfare Fund Plan 14 - 2016 Dependent Opt Out Agreement for the Non-Collective 

Bargaining Unit Employees, with the effective date of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 

2019.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 
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Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to contract with 

Kline’s to vacuum and dispose of the existing filter sand from the two (2) filter beds at the 

Denver Filter Plant at a cost of $4,415.00.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to contract with 

Unifilt Corporation for the purchase and delivery of Filter Sand for the Denver Filter Plant at a 

cost of $2,600.00.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 John Weaver requested that Borough Council reconsider the request to remove the 

$162.70 late fee assessed to Weaver Industries for their three (3) water and sewer bills from the 

3rd Quarter 2016.  Mr. Weaver stated that the business has been in the Borough for 62 years and 

on reviewing the past 11 years, the accounts were never late.  Mr. Weaver stated that the check 

was written and post marked before the due date.  He said if Borough Council sticks with their 

decision to charge the late fee, he may have to start charging the Borough for putting leaves on 

his property or the Borough can find another location to put leaves. He stated that he is not here 

making a threat, but he is just telling Borough Council that if they continue with the penalty fee, 

then he will continue down the path with pulling all of his support from the community. 

Discussion followed regarding this issue; the current collection and penalty process implemented 

by the Borough; the possibility of establishing a grace period for future water and sewer 

customers; and the desire to research this issue further and discuss at the next Borough Council 

meeting.  Councilman Stewart then asked for Borough Council to address Mr. Weaver’s request 

concerning the Weaver Industries’ issue.  Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by 

Councilman South, to waive the $162.70 penalty fees for Weaver Industries for this one time 

until the Borough has a firm policy established.  Motion carried 4 to 1 with Councilman Palm 

voting no.                   

 Mr. Hession reported that he is trying to set up a drug education program and forum for 

an upcoming special Regional Elected Officials meeting and is waiting for a return call from 

Rick Kastner with the Lancaster County Drug and Alcohol Commission.  The Borough 

tentatively is looking to schedule the meeting for Thursday, October 6th, however, until the 

program is established, that day may change.  Discussion followed. 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough received a letter from Rettew who is working with 

six (6) municipalities including the Borough to study the feasibility of developing a regional 

Chesapeake Bay Pollutant Reduction Plan (CBPRP).  Rettew is interested in submitting a grant 

application to the National Fish and Wild Life Foundation (NFWF), at no cost to the 

municipalities, to obtain funding to develop the regional CBPRP.   Rettew is asking for a letter of 

support from each of the municipalities currently considering participating the regional CBPRP.  

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to submit a letter of support 

to Rettew for their application to the National Fish and Wild Life Foundation for funding to 

evaluate technical and administrative capacities of municipalities in the Cocalico region to 

develop and administer a Regional Pollution Reduction Plan.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 

0.   

 Councilman South inquired when the next Finance Committee meeting will be. Mr. 

Hession reported he is hoping to get the first draft of the budget to the Finance Committee by 

Friday, September 30th.  He will try to schedule a meeting time for the Finance Committee to 

review the 2017 Draft Budget during the week of October 3rd.   
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Adjournment 

 Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:52 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to approve the September, 2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion 

carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 822 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Authorizing Signature Authority 

for the Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant Agreement between the Borough of 

Denver and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 823 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Approving A Collective 

Bargaining Agreement between the Borough of Denver and the International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters, Teamsters Local Union No. 771, For the Period January 1, 

2017 through December 31, 2019. Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 

Central Pennsylvania Teamsters Health and Welfare Fund Plan 14 - 2016 Dependent Opt 

Out Agreement for the Bargaining Unit Employees, with the effective date of January 1, 

2017 through December 31, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 632 - An Ordinance of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania, Amending Section 70-2, 70-8, and 70-11 To Remove the 

Restriction on the Number of Dogs and Cats Which May Be Kept on a Property, To 

Amend Provisions Regarding Animals Running At Large, To Expand and Clarify 

Violations for Animal Nuisances and To Add provisions Regarding Responsibilities of 

Owners, Custodians, and Keepers of Animals; Providing for the Repeal of Inconsistent 

Ordinances; Providing for the Severability of the Ordinance; And Providing that the 

Ordinance Shall Take Effect As Provided by Pennsylvania Law.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 

Central Pennsylvania Teamsters Health and Welfare Fund Plan 14 - 2016 Dependent Opt 

Out Agreement for the Non-Collective Bargaining Unit Employees, with the effective 

date of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2019. Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to contract with Kline’s to vacuum and dispose of the existing filter sand from the 

two (2) filter beds at the Denver Filter Plant at a cost of $4,415.00.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to contract with Unifilt Corporation for the purchase and delivery of Filter Sand 

for the Denver Filter Plant at a cost of $2,600.00.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to waive the $162.70 penalty fees for Weaver Industries for this one time until the 

Borough has a firm policy.  Motion carried 4 to 1 with Councilman Palm voting no.                   

- Motion to submit a letter of support to Rettew for their application to the National Fish 

and Wild Life Foundation for funding to evaluate technical and administrative capacities 
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of municipalities in the Cocalico region to develop and administer a Regional Pollution 

Reduction Plan.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.      

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.                  


