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                      July 11, 2016 

 

The July 11th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Stewart, Palm, Flory, Gensemer, South, Stover, Daub, 

and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Michael Cohick inquired if Councilman Flory knew that his name was not on the 

Borough’s Veterans Memorial. Discussion followed regarding the Veterans Memorial and 

Borough Council recommended that the Borough include information in the next newsletter 

informing people of the process to have their names added to the Veterans Memorial. 

 Mr. Cohick reported that the alley between North 5th Street and North 4th Street and 

between Pine Street and Walnut Street is horrendous with areas that are deteriorated down to the 

stone and pot holes. Councilman Flory reported that Robert Hammer, who is now deceased, had 

mentioned to him that all the residents on either side of that alley had paid for the alley to be 

paved and the Borough was to maintain it.  Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that he 

will inform the Public Works Department to fill in the pot holes for now. Borough Council 

would like to have the Director of Public Works and the Street Committee look at that section of 

the alley and come up with a recommendation.     

 Donald Wenger inquired if the brush on Locust Street by the bridge can be cut. Mr. 

Hession reported that he will look at the area and then notify the property owner. Discussion 

followed.     

 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to approve the 

June 13, 2016 and June 27, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that he does not have a report.  

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that on July 7th he attended a Property Maintenance meeting.   

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession discussed the cost quotation the Borough received to replace a raw water 

meter at the Filter Plant.  The current meter has been installed since the 1980s and it is designed 

to measure the water that is pulled out of the Cocalico Creek into the Filter Plant to be treated.  

The readings have to be provided to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and 

DEP also needs the amount of water that is sent back into the system so they can review the 

process. Mr. Hession reported that the current meter is not registering properly and needs to be 

replaced.  The cost quotation totals $2,832.00 which includes the purchase and the installation of 

the Mercoid differential pressure meter, bracket, manifold, transformer, miscellaneous plumbing 

parts, and digital display, and the labor to install, wire, startup, and calibrate the equipment.  

Discussion followed.  Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to 

contract with WG Malden for the purchase and installation of the Mercoid differential pressure 

meter for the Filter Plant at a cost of $2,832.00.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 
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 Mr. Hession reported that he received a call from the Police Department who were at the 

Denver House issuing a warrant when they noticed a property maintenance issues and asked him 

to come down to the property.  Upon arrival he found eight (8) cats living in one (1) of the rooms 

at the Denver House and there was a strong odor of cat urine.  Mr. Hession reported that he 

spoke with the property manager for the Denver House and six (6) of the cats were taken to the 

Lancaster County Humane League. Two (2) of the cats remained at the Denver House with the 

tenant’s wife.  Discussion followed.     

 

Property Maintenance Committee  

 Councilman Gensemer reported that the Property Maintenance Committee met with 

Randy Maurer and Mr. Hession and the committee is focusing on the issues including reducing 

the permitted height of grass and weeds from 10 inches to six (6) inches.  Councilman Gensemer 

stated that Mr. Maurer indicated six (6) inches is pretty common and that is what everybody 

seems to be using in the area. The second item has to do with car parking and having a 

permanent surface to park your car on instead of parking on the grass in the front yard. The third 

item has to do with the storage of furniture, appliances, and large items on the front porch. The 

fourth item has to do with the storage of trash cans either on the front porch, on the sidewalk, or 

curb on a permanent basis, and the last item was parking of commercial vehicles. None of the 

items that were discussed involves a cost to the property owner. Instead they just involve 

cleaning up the property. Councilman Gensemer reported that it was a good meeting and Mr. 

Maurer will be getting some information together to present to Borough Council. Discussion 

followed.  

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Borough Council discussed the roof damage at the Denver House property.  Mr. Hession 

reported that he met with Randy Maurer about the roof and he recommended the Borough send a 

notice to have the owner repair the roof or to look at possibly condemning the property.  Mr. 

Hession reported that he also spoke to the Borough Solicitor whose legal opinion was that a 

leaking roof may not warrant condemning the property. Mr. Hession reported a “Notice of 

Enforcement” was mailed to the property owner giving him 30 days to repair the roof.  Mr. 

Hession also met with the property manager to discuss the situation and contacted by telephone 

the property owner and a representative from the bank.  Discussion followed regarding the 

Denver House and the upcoming Sheriff’s Sale.    

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the streetlight buy-back project with PPL. Mr. 

Hession reported that PPL did agree to remove the overhead lights that are over 10 years in age 

at no cost to the Borough. PPL also marked two (2) overhead lights that they will charge the 

Borough to remove since the lights have not been installed for 10 years.  The cost to remove 

these lights will be $275.00 for one (1) and $285.00 for the other.  The Borough has confirmed 

requesting the installation of one (1) of these lights, however, the Borough does not have any 

records of requesting the second light.  Mr. Hession reported that the number of lights PPL is 

selling does not match the number the Borough expects to buy.  Discussion followed concerning 

the discrepancies and Borough Council recommended that instead of sending a letter the 

Borough should schedule a meeting with representatives from PPL to finalize these issues. 

Borough Council discussed the request to plant a Pink Dogwood tree adjacent to the front 

walkway at the Denver Municipal Building in memory of Margaret Showalter. Ms. Showalter, 

who recently passed away, was a Borough Secretary for 28 years from 1970 to 1998. She was 
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also involved with the Denver Fair and many other programs. She’s the mother of Kirk 

Showalter, the Borough’s Recreation Maintenance Laborer and the family wanted to know if 

they could plant a tree in her honor.  Mr. Hession met with the Shade Tree Commission and they 

looked at a possible site in front of the Municipal Building between the walkway and the 

evergreen tree.  A stake has been placed at the spot to plant the tree and it was agreed it would be 

a Pink Dogwood tree. The Showalter Family will provide the money for the tree and mulch. The 

Shade Tree Commission agreed to plant the tree along with the other trees that will be planted in 

October.  Discussion followed. Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Stover, to approve the request to plant a Pink Dogwood tree adjacent to the front walkway at the 

Denver Municipal Building in memory of Margaret Showalter.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 

0. 

Borough Council discussed the 2016 thermoplastic line marking program.  Each year the 

Borough identifies sections of the Borough that are high traffic areas where instead of painting 

lines, thermoplastic lines are installed.  The Public Works Department developed a list of streets 

in 2016.  Lincoln Pavement Services, who has done the work in the past, provided the Borough 

with a quote of $7,975.00 to complete the 2016 program.  Discussion followed. Councilman 

Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to contract with Lincoln Pavement 

Services to complete the 2016 thermoplastic line marking program at the quoted cost of 

$7,975.00.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.        

Borough Council discussed the request from Prospect Leasing and Management, LLC for 

a waiver of the recent water and sewer penalties assessed to the 47 units at the School Court 

Apartments. Borough Council discussed the written request from Eric Morgan, Managing 

Partner of Prospect Leasing and Management, LLC, and his justification for why the payment 

was late and their request to waive the penalty fees.  Following the discussion, Borough Council 

decided not to waive the late fees finding no compelling reason to waive the fees.  Mr. Hession 

will contact Mr. Morgan to inform him of Borough Council’s decision. 

Borough Council discussed the request to close South Fifth Avenue from Franklin Street 

to Lancaster Avenue, on Sunday, July 31, 2016, from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., for the filming of 

a movie. Mr. Hession reported that the group is no longer interested in filming at the Denver 

Pool because of PA Turnpike noise.  Mr. Hession also reported that the group was provided with 

the agreement to indemnify the Borough.  They also must provide a Certificate of Insurance and 

must notify the property owners in advance of the event. Discussion followed. Councilman 

Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to permit South Fifth Avenue from 

Franklin Street to Lancaster Avenue be closed on Sunday, July 31, 2016, from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m., for the filming of a movie, contingent upon the Borough receiving copies of the required 

Certificate of Insurance and Indemnification and Release Forms, and written notice provided to 

all property owners in advance of the filming of the event and road closure.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0.   

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to approve the 

June, 2016 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough has exceeded the number of pool memberships 

sold this year compared to the number of memberships sold last year. So far 221 memberships 

have been sold which exceeds the total sold last year by 10 and the number sold in 2014 by five 
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(5).  The daily numbers are also tracked and the average number of people per day who visited 

the Denver Pool in May was 142; in June was 130; and in July to date is 115.   

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to approve the June 13, 2016 and June 27, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to contract with WG Malden for the purchase and installation of the Mercoid 

differential pressure meter for the Filter Plant at a cost of $2,832.00.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the request to plant a Pink Dogwood tree adjacent to the front 

walkway at the Denver Municipal Building in memory of Margaret Showalter.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to contract with Lincoln Pavement Services to complete the 2016 thermoplastic 

line marking program at the quoted cost of $7,975.00.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 

0.        

- Motion to permit South Fifth Avenue from Franklin Street to Lancaster Avenue be closed 

on Sunday, July 31, 2016, from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., for the filming of a movie, 

contingent upon the Borough receiving copies of the required Certificate of Insurance and 

Indemnification and Release Forms, and written notice provided to all property owners in 

advance of the filming of the event and road closure.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to approve the June, 2016 Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

 


