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March 28, 2016 

 

The March 28th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 

following Councilmembers present: Stewart, Palm, Flory, Gensemer, and South. The invocation was 

given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. In the absence of 

the Borough Council President, Vice President Flory chaired the meeting.   
  

Citizen’s Concerns 

 There were no citizens’ concerns.  

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Gensemer inquired about a property maintenance issue at the same property that 

has been cited before in the first block of North 6th Street.  Borough Manager Michael Hession 

reported that he recently spoke to the property owner about this issue, however, he will make it official 

and send the property owner a letter regarding the property issues.   

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer did not have a report, but thanked Mr. 

Hession for his assistance over the years and thanked Borough Council for giving him the opportunity 

to serve as the Borough’s Emergency Management Coordinator.  Mr. Hession reported that the 

Borough has not identified a candidate to serve as the Emergency Management Coordinator and he 

mentioned something the Fire Chief to see if there would be someone from the Denver Fire Company 

interested in serving the Borough in this capacity.   

 

Police Department Report  

Cpl. Terry Arment updated Borough Council on the calls for service from January and 

February. In February, there were 802 calls for service.  The total calls for service through February 

29th is 1,660 calls, with eight (8) reported crashes in February and 16 through February 29th.  Cpl. 

Arment reported that there were five (5) crashes with injuries and 18 non-reportable crashes and a total 

of 41 through February 29th.  The Police Department issued 78 traffic citations in February and 185 

total; 71 traffic warnings in February and 147 total; 46 parking tickets in February and 71 total; there 

were 31 criminal cases and 11 arrests in February; and 63 criminal cases and 27 arrests year-to-date.     

Cpl. Arment reported on the following incidents that happened in the Borough over the past 

month:  on February 16th there was a theft reported at 39 South 4th Street where the victim reported car 

parts being stolen from their back yard and the suspect was found in Fleetwood, PA and confessed to 

the crime; on February 18th, a DUI and drug violation occurred on Evergreen Street and North 5th 

Street and a 16 year old juvenile was charged; and, on February 23rd a victim came home from vacation 

and found someone in their enclosed porch at their residence in the 100 block of South 4th Street and 

the suspect Rick Jones, 45 years of age from Denver, admitted to being on the property without 

permission and was charged for criminal trespass.  Cpl. Arment reported that the previous incident 

involving target shooting in East Cocalico Township, resulted in seven (7) individuals being charged 

with nine (9) counts of reckless endangerment.         

Cpl. Arment reported that the Department received a call from the Borough Manager regarding 

solicitation permit issues and Detective Neff stopped in the Municipal Building to show him a website 

to check on applicants.    

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton was not in attendance.  
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Junior Councilperson Report 

Rachel Weaver and Ken Wallace were not in attendance.   

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Department finished all the brush 

cutting; started working on the Denver Community Pool; started replacing all the bolts at the flanges at 

Well 4; completed the end of the month reports for water & sewer; and gathered the water allocation 

information for Mike Hession and Farley Fry.  Mr. Whetsel reported that Scott Mohn has been 

working on putting together a new coliform plan for the Borough that DEP requested.  Also, the 

Department has cleaned out the drainage ditch to the Upper Reservoir; repaired two (2) storm drain 

basins in the Denver Memorial Park; and revised the Borough Lot layout by moving the concrete 

blocks to make it easier for Public Works Department to maintain the recycling area.   

Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department also completed the monthly water maintenance on 

the Borough’s 17 analyzers; repaired the storm basin at Locust Street by the North 4th Street 

Playground; conducted a water flow test at the Denver Nursing Home; removed the snow blower from 

the tractor and put the loader bucket on for Kirk Showalter to use; worked on grinding the brush pile 

with Martin Mulch; installed grounding wires and rods on all the radio systems control boxes; started 

all the shop inventory work; scheduled the street sweeping project for April 27th and 28th; completed 

the back dragging at the Denver Park upper parking area where the snow was piled; cleaned the 

sediment out of the retention basin in Snyder Acres; and submitted the Annual Water Compliance 

Report to DEP.  Discussion followed.               

 

Presentation 

Mayor Redcay, on behalf of REAL Life Community Services, discussed his agency’s proposed 

Denver House Collective Impact Project.  Mayor Redcay stated that his organization’s vision is to 

renovate the current Denver House building to address the lack of affordable housing in the 

community and to provide affordable professional, medical, and dental services in the building.  The 

project now proposes between eight (8) and 12 affordable apartments in the building on the upper 

floors and, on the first floor, professional services such as counseling and affordable medical and 

dental care.  There also will be some space available on the first floor for a commercial use.  Mayor 

Redcay stated that he currently has verbal commitments from Welsh Mountain Medical Center and 

Susquehanna Pregnancy Services to use some of the space to provide services and some local 

professional counselors also would like to make their services available as well.  Mayor Redcay stated 

that he wanted to make Borough Council aware of his project and to determine whether the Borough 

may be interested in purchasing the approximately 2.57 acres of open space land located in the rear of 

the property to provide a downtown greenspace and possible a dog park.  Mayor Redcay stated that 

approximately 10 years ago the Borough was interested in purchasing the land in the back of the 

property for a downtown park.  His organization would be interested in pursuing this option with the 

Borough to help make the project successful.  Mayor Redcay reported that right now his organization 

is having discussions with the bank concerning the property and they have submitted a bid to purchase 

the property.  The bank currently is having an appraisal completed for the property.  His agency also is 

working with the Lancaster Housing Opportunity Partnership (LHOP) to help in this process of the 

Denver House Collective Impact Project.  Discussion followed concerning the type of housing being 

proposed, whether the medical and dental services would be available to the community, the feasibility 

of a downtown park, and concerns about the availability of off-street parking at the site. 
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Mr. Hession discussed Denver Borough’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 

annual report and provided an overview of the MS4 program, the programs goals, the six Minimum 

Control Measures (MCM) in the Borough’s MS4 plan, and the Borough’s accomplishments from the 

previous year for each MCM.  Borough Council also discussed the Borough’s 2016 Chesapeake Bay 

Pollution Reduction Plan.  Discussion followed.                                                     

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the streetlight system purchase from PPL.  Mr. 

Hession reported that there was a meeting last Thursday with representatives from PPL and the 

Borough to discuss the sale of the streetlight system.  Borough Council discussed PPL’s position 

concerning splitting the streetlight system.  Councilman Stewart reported that the Borough will 

respond to PPL with a definitive letter stating what the Borough understands PPL is saying and will 

include an offer detailing what the Borough is willing to pay for and what items the Borough is waiting 

for clarification from PPL.  Discussion followed.            

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Denver Community Pool Membership Rates, Fees, and 

schedule and the recommendation from the Recreation Board to increase the Household and Family 

Membership passes by $10.00 each and to increase the Adult, Student, Senior, and Pre-K membership 

rates by $5.00 each.  Borough Council also reviewed 2016 proposed rates for the Ephrata, Adamstown, 

Reamstown, and New Holland municipal pools and discussed the membership sales from 2015.  

Following the discussion Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to 

adopt the 2016 Denver Community Pool Membership Rates, Fees, and schedule as recommended by 

the Denver Recreation Board.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.               

Borough Council discussed the Borough’s proposed grant application to the Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) to install ADA accessible improvements in the Denver 

Memorial Park and Playground. Mr. Hession reported that the Recreation Board and the Park 

Association have previously discussed submitting a grant application to DCNR to make all the 

facilities in the park ADA accessible including the pavilions, restrooms, stage, skatepark, and parking 

area, and, to also install four (4) rain gardens in the Park to meet the stormwater requirements and 

signage. The estimated cost for this project is approximately $110,000.00.  The grant program requires 

a 50% match.  The Recreation Board has agreed to provide $15,000.00 in match funding spread over 

three (3) years.  The Borough also will need to provide a cash match.  The Borough also will request 

additional cash match from the Denver Park Association, the Denver Fair Committee, and the Denver 

Lions Club.  Borough Council decided to proceed with developing the grant application and will 

discuss this issue further during their meeting on April 11th.  The grant application is due by April 13th. 

Discussion followed.         

Borough Council discussed the Woody Yard Waste facility at the Borough Lot. Mr. Hession 

reported that the Public Works Department narrowed the area that is designed for grass and dirt to a 

width of 10-feet.  Borough Council also discussed the cost estimates received for the revised pavilion 

style structure. The lowest estimate was submitted by Larry L. Groff and Sons at a total cost of 

$7,500.00.  The other quotations received included Weaver’s Construction and Roofing totaling 

$14,110.00; Heck Construction totaling $15,780.00; and Purcell Construction totaling $22,990.00.  

Discussion followed.  Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to contract 

with Larry L. Groff and Sons at a cost of $7,500.00 for the construction of the pavilion style structure 

and pad for the Woody Yard Waste facility at the Borough Lot.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Street Improvement Project – North 5th Street 

Reconstruction from Main Street to Pine Street and the results from the survey report concerning 

stormwater issues between Cherry Alley and Main Street on North 5th Street.  The Borough Engineer 

provided a plan including the installation of two (2) stormwater inlets on North 5th Street at Cherry 
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Alley and the extension of stormwater piping along the curb line at the Municipal Building into the 

existing stormwater inlet at North 5th Street and Main Street.  The projected cost for this stormwater 

work will total between $9,000.00 and $12,000.00.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Stewart made a 

motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to include the two (2) stormwater inlets and stormwater piping 

in the project and to authorize the Borough Engineer to develop and advertise the Bid Specifications 

for the 2016 Street Improvement Project – North 5th Street Reconstruction from Main Street to Pine 

Street.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     

 

Action Items 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to approve the March, 

2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to adopt Ordinance No. 

628 - An Ordinance Requiring All Persons, Partnerships, Businesses, and Corporations To Obtain a 

Permit for Any Construction or Development; Providing for the Issuance of Such Permits; Setting 

Forth Certain Minimum Requirements for New Construction and Development Within Areas of the 

Borough of Denver Which are Subject to Flooding; And Establishing Penalties for Any Persons Who 

Fail, or Refuse to Comply With, the Requirements or Provisions of this Ordinance.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to adopt Resolution No. 

819 – Designation of Agent Resolution for Blizzard Jonas from January 22, 2016 through January 24, 

2016.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer to recess into an 

Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. to discuss various personnel issues including the new Collective 

Bargaining Agreement proposals.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to reconvene into 

Regular Session at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 
Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough received an email from a consultant working for 

PennDOT on the Poplar Street Bridge Project in West Cocalico Township. PennDOT will be replacing 

the bridge and the detour route will be coming through part of the Borough.  The project will start in 

September, 2016 and will be completed by November, 2016.  Borough Council reviewed the detour 

route and felt that the project should have no impact on the 2016 Denver Community Fair.    

 Mr. Hession reported that the official opening of the North 4th Street Playground and the Tree 

Planting and Arbor Day Celebration will be on Saturday, April 23rd at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:03 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.    

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

 

 



 5 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to adopt the 2016 Denver Community Pool Membership Rates, Fees, and schedule as 

recommended by the Denver Recreation Board.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     

- Motion to contract with Larry L. Groff and Sons at a cost of $7,500.00 for the construction of 

the pavilion style structure and pad for the Woody Yard Waste facility at the Borough Lot.  

Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     

- Motion to include the two (2) stormwater inlets and stormwater piping in the project and to 

authorize the Borough Engineer to develop and advertise the Bid Specifications for the 2016 

Street Improvement Project – North 5th Street Reconstruction from Main Street to Pine Street.  

Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.       

- Motion to approve the March, 2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 628 - An Ordinance Requiring All Persons, Partnerships, 

Businesses, and Corporations To Obtain a Permit for Any Construction or Development; 

Providing for the Issuance of Such Permits; Setting Forth Certain Minimum Requirements for 

New Construction and Development Within Areas of the Borough of Denver Which are 

Subject to Flooding; And Establishing Penalties for Any Persons Who Fail, or Refuse to 

Comply With, the Requirements or Provisions of this Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously 

5 to 0.  

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 819 – Designation of Agent Resolution for Blizzard Jonas 

from January 22, 2016 through January 24, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to recess into an Executive Session at 8:37 p.m. to discuss various personnel issues 

including the new Collective Bargaining Agreement proposals.  Motion carried unanimously 5 

to 0. 

- Motion to reconvene into Regular Session at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 
 

 

 


