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April 25, 2016 

 

The April 26th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 

following Councilmembers present: Stewart, Palm, Gensemer, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor 

Redcay.  The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

  Tina Thompson, representing Senator Ryan Aument’s Office, reported that Senator Aument 

was not able to attend tonight’s Borough Council meeting, but wanted his staff to attend to let the 

Borough know if they need anything from his office or if any constituents need anything their District 

Office is still in Lititz on Main Street and they also have an office in Harrisburg as well.  

   

Borough Council Comments 

 Rodney Redcay, on behalf of R.E.A.L. Life Community Services, reported that since the last 

Borough Council meeting there have been new developments with the Denver House property.  Mr. 

Redcay stated that the property now is scheduled for Sheriff Sale on July 27th and with that 

development, the bank has asked R.E.A.L. Life Community Services and the Lancaster Housing 

Opportunities Partnership (LHOP) to give them a proposal to bid on the property.  LHOP suggested it 

would be good to obtain a letter of support from Borough Council for the acquisition of the property 

and the renovation and re-use of the property.  Mr. Redcay asked whether Borough Council is 

interested in providing a written letter to show support for the project.  Mr. Redcay also stated he’s not 

sure where the bank stands with the property, but anything their group can provide the bank to help 

them make a decision before the Sheriff’s Sale will be good. If the property goes to Sheriff’s Sale it 

will be given to the highest bidder, but more than likely it will go back to the bank if no one bids on it. 

The bank would then sell it. Mr. Redcay reported that his group is looking to have this done before the 

Sheriff’s Sale and if they could get broader support from the community it would be good.  Mr. 

Redcay further stated that what the group is looking for right now is a letter to show support for a non-

profit to acquire the building, to renovate it for long term housing, and to provide a social services hub 

providing affordable medical, dental, and behavioral health counseling services as well as a space for 

another commercial entity.  Discussion followed concerning the feasibility of the project, whether the 

project is the best use for the property, the proposed changes to the physical structures of the building, 

parking availability, and the use of the open space land in the rear of the property.  Councilman 

Gensemer stated that it all sounds well and innocent for the Borough to do that, but he thinks it it’s the 

wrong place to be putting something like that and hasn’t spoken to anyone in town who thinks it is a 

good idea to have that in its place. Councilman Stover reported it would be a big improvement over 

what is there now and it would help a lot of needy people. Councilman South reported his only concern 

is that Mr. Redcay, who also serves as the Mayor, is asking Borough Council to give it’s blessing for a 

project that even though this as a private project, this may be seen as a conflict of interest.  However, 

Councilman South also stated that he thinks the project will help a lot of people. Discussion followed 

regarding the Denver House Project and Borough Council asked if a representative from LHOP can 

attend an upcoming Borough Council, meeting to discuss the project and to answer any questions that 

Borough Council may have concerning the project. 

 

Police Department Report 

Cpl. Terry Arment reported on the following training that the East Cocalico Township Police 

Department recently completed: Officer Walsh attended the NRA Recertification as an Instructor for 

Firearms; Officers Appleton and Walsh attended a Forensic Training on April 18th and April 20th; 
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Officer Luongo will be attending a Concealed Weapons Recognition Training on April 28th and April 

29th; and Cpl. Arment and a couple of other officers completed Workplace Violence/Active Shooter 

Presentations at Henry Schein and Precision Medical.  Cpl. Arment reported that the Police 

Department had two (2) Narcan saves in the past two (2) weeks with one (1) in the 800 block of Oak 

Street and the other in an apartment at 99 Monroe Street.  The Department has had four (4) saves since 

January 1st when the Department started carrying the drug.    

Cpl. Arment reported that in March, 2016 there were 826 calls for service and 2,486 total for 

the first quarter, including 11 reportable crashes in March and 27 total for the first quarter; seven (7) 

non-reportable crashes in March and 48 total for the first quarter; 109 traffic citations were written in 

March and 294 total for the first quarter; 81 traffic warnings in March and 228 total for the first 

quarter; and 41 parking tickets for March and 112 total for the first quarter. In the month of March 

there were 31 total criminal cases, 11 of them in Denver Borough, and 23 of those cases have already 

been cleared.  Cpl. Arment reported on the cases that happened in Denver Borough.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton reported that as of January 1st there were 82 calls for service with 76 of 

those calls being emergency calls; 1,030 men responded with an average of 13.5 men per call; there 

were 794.1 man hours and 53.2 in-service hours; a response time of 3.1 minutes; nine (9) working 

fires; and five (5) extrications.  Chief Hilton also reported on the various training programs members 

will be attending. 

 Borough Manager Michael Hession inquired if a member of the Denver Fire Company is 

interested in filling the vacant Emergency Management Coordinator position. Mr. Hession also 

reported on information he received from Randy Gockley regarding a fundraiser by the Lancaster 

Public Safety Center that local fire companies can use.  The fundraiser includes selling tickets to the 

First Annual Guns and Hoses Charity Softball Tournament at the Barnstormers Stadium. The 

tournament is scheduled for September 3rd and September 4th.  A portion of the money for each tickets 

sold goes straight to the Fire Company.  Discussion followed.  

Mr. Hession inquired when it would be a good time for Borough Council to come and tour the 

Fire Hall.  Discussion followed about scheduling the event in the late spring.  Mr. Hession also asked 

whether Chief Hilton could schedule a training for the use of the new radios with a representative from 

the county. Discussion followed.            

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Neither Rachel Weaver nor Ken Wallace were in attendance.  

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that Scott Mohn attended a seminar on 

Water Allocation and a seminar on the new Coliform Rule.  Mr. Whetsel stated that the Department 

replaced the mag meter at the Lower Reservoir; replaced the final three (3) windows in the Borough 

Garage and closed off one (1) of the windows completely; started getting the Denver Community Pool 

ready for the summer; replaced a toilet at the Pool; sprayed for weeds; completed the end of the month 

water/sewer reports; completed the quarterly Susquehanna River Basin reports; and completed the 

quarterly Labor and Industry reports.  Next week Mr. Whetsel will attend a four (4) day seminar to 

maintain his Certification as a Building Code Official.  

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department completed some work at the Denver Filter Plant to 

get the Plant ready to run; posted the streets for street sweeping; responded to the PA One Call 

requests; dug out holes for the trees that were planted on Arbor Day; repaired potholes in the Borough; 
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installed a new water fountain at the Denver Memorial Park; and assisted Kirk Showalter with 

spreading mulch.          

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed possible Property Maintenance Code and/or Zoning Ordinance 

violations on various properties in the Borough. Councilman Gensemer expressed his concerns with 

trying to attract businesses and trying to attract people to take care of their properties and when you 

come into town whether it’s on North 6th Street or on Main Street and you see properties that are not 

being maintained.  He asked who is going to put a nice restaurant where the Denver House is when you 

have that row of houses in the 200 block of Main Street and who is going to buy the house for sale on 

North 6th Street when the property next to it was repeatedly cited and it’s still there. He also discussed 

other property concerns and stated he thinks the Borough needs to crack down on the property 

maintenance issues in town, not asking people to spend money on their property, but to clean the 

properties up.  Councilman Gensemer stated that he feels that it is up to the Borough to enforce the 

regulations and not wait for either a neighbor to report the property or for Borough Councilmembers to 

drive around town to identify these properties.  Discussion followed concerning the 10 properties that 

have been identified as having property maintenance and/or zoning violations; the current process for 

identifying, notifying, and enforcing the property maintenance ordinance; and the language and 

requirements in the current property maintenance ordinance and whether changes need to be made to 

the ordinance.  Mr. Hession will provide Borough Council with an electronic copy of the Borough’s 

current Property Maintenance Code and will gather similar codes in surrounding boroughs for Borough 

Council to compare and contrast.  This issue will be discussed further at the next Borough Council 

meeting.  

Borough Council discussed the meeting agenda topics for the Regional Elected Officials 

Meeting to be held on Tuesday, April 26, 2016, at the Adamstown Borough Municipal Building. 

Mayor Redcay reported that he will be at the meeting making a presentation on behalf of the Lancaster 

County Anti-Heroin Task Force concerning the upcoming event on May 26th at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Ephrata High School. Mr. Hession reported that the East Cocalico Police Report listed on the agenda 

will be removed from the agenda and he also stated it might be good to inquire about the status of 

making the small parcel of land at 1925 North Reading tax exempt.  Discussion followed.   

Borough Council discussed the Denver Borough Memorial Park Stream Bank Stabilization 

Repair and Restoration Project. Mr. Hession reported that this project is one (1) part of the Borough’s 

Chesapeake Bay Pollution Reduction Plan and represents one (1) of the projects the Borough will have 

to implement in order to meet the requirements to try to reduce the amount of sediment that is going 

into the Cocalico Creek and eventually ending up at the Bay.  The Borough’s project is located in the 

Denver Memorial Park adjacent to the roller skating rink/ice skating rink and near the workout 

equipment where a stretch of the stream has eroded the side of the stream bank. The area is about 30-

feet long and 10-feet wide and will be filled in with stone to stabilize the stream bank. This is a cost 

effective way for the Borough to meet the requirements and hopefully save that part of the Park where 

some of the stream bank is starting to erode close to the workout equipment.               

Borough Council discussed the replacement of five (5) blocks of sidewalk on the North 5th 

Street side of the Denver Borough Municipal Building.  Mr. Hession reported in preparation for the 

North 5th Street Project, the Borough budgeted monies to replace some sidewalk blocks that have 

started to deteriorate mostly from the road salt coming off the driveway apron onto the sidewalk. The 

Borough received a cost estimate from Zeiset Concrete which is under the amount that was budgeted. 

Discussion followed. Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to approve 

contracting with Zeiset Concrete to replace five (5) blocks of sidewalk on the North 5th Street side of 

the Denver Borough Municipal Building.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 
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Borough Council discussed the condition of the curbing at the intersection of North 7th Street 

and Spruce Street. Mr. Hession reported that there were no plans to do any street work in that area, but 

when he was in that area earlier in the week he noticed a couple of blocks in the curb have broken 

away completely and this is a section of intersection where there is not a handicap ramp. He stated he 

first checked with the Public Works Department to see if they could pull it out and do a smaller fix or 

just pour the curb to eliminate the tripping hazard and based on the amount of curb they thought it 

could be problematic so he requested an estimate from Reamstown Excavating to fix the curb.  

Reamstown Excavating provided a cost quotation of $3,500.00 for the installation of a double handicap 

ramp going in both directions across the street.  Reamstown Excavating stated that the ramp cost could 

be reduced to $2,600.00 per ramp if the Borough decides to replace all four (4) ramps at that 

intersection.  Discussion followed concerning the cost, whether the property owner could be 

responsible for these costs, and whether there is any grant funding or programs available to help offset 

these costs.  Mr. Hession will check with the Lancaster County Housing and Redevelopment 

Authorities (LCHRA) to determine whether they still offer a program which provides financial support 

to eligible property owners to complete curb and sidewalk improvements.  Borough Council tabled any 

additional discussion and action concerning this issue until the next Borough Council meeting. 

 

Action Items 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the April, 2016 

Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to grant a waiver of 

Section 170-21.B (17) of the Borough’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance requiring the 

Plan to include all significant features located within 200 feet of the project site for the Reamstown 

Excavating Inc.’s Final Minor Land Development Plan.  Motion carried 5 to 0 with Councilman 

Gensemer abstaining from the vote.   

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to grant a waiver of 

Section 161-62.B.11 of the Borough’s Stormwater Management Ordinance requiring the Plan to 

include all significant features located within 100 feet of the project site for the Reamstown Excavating 

Inc.’s Final Minor Land Development Plan. Motion carried 5 to 0 with Councilman Gensemer 

abstaining from the vote.   

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to purchase one (1) Miracle 

Recreation Model #7188522S Arch Swing from Liberty Parks and Playgrounds at a cost of $1,435.27, 

including freight.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to recess into an 

Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. p.m. to discuss various personnel issues including the new Collective 

Bargaining Agreement proposals.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to reconvene into 

Regular Session at 8:20 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman Stewart discussed the letter the Borough received from PPL in response to the 

Borough’s offer letter. PPL agreed that the Borough does not have to buy the overhead fed lights and 

they will sell the Borough the underground fed lights the Borough wants to buy, but they are still 

arguing about what they will charge the Borough for the Make Ready work. Mr. Stewart stated the fact 

that PPL allowed the Borough to buy what the Borough wants to buy is significant and that’s where the 
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big dollars savings will come, especially if the Borough can hold the line on some of the other Make 

Ready type costs. Discussion followed regarding the Street Light Project.    

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough received an email from Adam Webber inquiring about 

the South 4th Street Bridge Project. The Borough has not received the design plans yet, but the property 

owners adjacent to the South 4th Street Bridge wanted to make sure the new bridge going in on South 

4th Street will get stamped like the two (2) other bridges on Main Street.  Mr. Hession reported that 

PennDOT’s plans are to match the other two (2) bridges and they did confirm that they will be 

stamping the inside and outside areas of the bridge.  

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough will host a pre-bid meeting for the North 5th Street 

Reconstruction Project on Wednesday, April 27th at the Municipal Building.  In early bid questions, the 

Borough has been asked if the Borough is willing to close North 5th Street in the project area from 

Main Street to Pine Street during the reconstruction.  Discussion followed regarding the request and 

Borough Council did not have any concerns with closing North 5th Street as long as traffic can 

continue to flow across North 5th Street at Walnut Street and at Pine Street.  Borough Council 

requested that the Denver Fire Company, the Cocalico School District, and the local trash companies 

be made aware of the road closure in advance. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Gensemer made motion, seconded by Councilman South, to adjourn the meeting at         

8:25 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

            

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to approve contracting with Zeiset Concrete to replace five (5) blocks of sidewalk on 

the North 5th Street side of the Denver Borough Municipal Building.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the April, 2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to grant a waiver of Section 170-21.B (17) of the Borough’s Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance requiring the Plan to include all significant features located within 200 

feet of the project site for the Reamstown Excavating Inc.’s Final Minor Land Development 

Plan.  Motion carried 5 to 0 with Councilman Gensemer abstaining from the vote.   

- Motion to grant a waiver of Section 161-62.B.11 of the Borough’s Stormwater Management 

Ordinance requiring the Plan to include all significant features located within 100 feet of the 

project site for the Reamstown Excavating Inc.’s Final Minor Land Development Plan.   

Motion carried 5 to 0 with Councilman Gensemer abstaining from the vote.   

- Motion to purchase one (1) Miracle Recreation Model #7188522S Arch Swing from Liberty 

Parks and Playgrounds at a cost of $1,435.27, including freight.  Motion carried unanimously 6 

to 0. 

- Motion to recess into an Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. to discuss various personnel issues 

including the new Collective Bargaining Agreement proposals.  Motion carried unanimously 6 

to 0  

- Motion to reconvene into Regular Session at 8:20 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.      


