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April 11, 2016 

 

The April 11th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Stewart, Palm, Flory, 

Gensemer, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor 

Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger stated that the fire police were called out the other day for the tractor 

trailer that was stuck on the bollard at the intersection and inquired if there is anyway the white 

lines on the street can be made wider.  Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that the 

Borough could ask the Police Department to make sure that vehicles are stopping at the stop bars 

on South 4th Street to help reduce these conflicts.  The last incident referred to by Mr. Wenger 

included a school bus on South 4th Street and a tractor trailer turning from Main Street.   The 

truck driver stated that he wanted to make sure that he did not hit the school bus when he was 

turning.   There was no indication whether the school bus was stopped above or below the stop 

bar.   Mr. Hession also stated that the Borough cannot move the stop bars too far from the 

intersection due to the location of the traffic signal censors and the possible impacts of people 

not stopping at the stop bars.  Discussion followed.   

 John Weaver inquired if there would be a possibility of getting lines painted on the 

basketball court at the Denver Memorial Park to play pickle ball. Mr. Hession reported that this 

request should be presented to the Recreation Board and the Park Association for review and 

recommendation.  Discussion followed.  

 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Palm, to approve the 

March 14, 2016 and March 28, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub stated that he does not have a report.  

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that on April 4th he met with Ephrata Borough Mayor Ralph 

Mowen, Akron Borough Mayor John McBeth, and a representative from the Heroin Task Force 

to discuss a drug awareness event to be held at the Ephrata High School on May 26th that will 

included both the Ephrata School District and the Cocalico School District.  All residents will be 

invited. Mayor Redcay also reported that on April 7th he attended a concealed weapons carry 

permit information meeting hosted by State Representative Mindy Fee, and on April 8th, he 

served as the Master of Ceremonies at the Cocalico Area Republican Committee Banquet.  

        

Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Wallace reported that there are only two (2) months of school left 

and he will try to get students from the National Honor Society to help out with the tree planting 

on April 23rd for Arbor Day. He also mentioned that if Borough Council needs his help with any 

other project over the summer to let him know.  
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Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession reported that one (1) of the action items proposed for this meeting is the 

adoption of Resolution No. 820 which will authorize the Borough to submit a grant application 

for funding to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) for the 

Borough’s project in the Denver Memorial Park to install nine (9) ADA accessible walkways; 

one (1) ADA parking space; twenty-four (24) benches; and four (4) rain gardens. The total 

project cost will be $99,814.00 and the Borough is applying for $49,907.00 in grant funds and 

will need to match this money with $49,907.00 in cash match.  To date, the Recreation Board has 

agreed to contribute $15,000.00; the Denver Park Association has agreed to contribute 

$5,000.00; the Denver Lion’s Club will contribute $5,000.00, and the Denver Fair Committee 

agreed contribute $5,000.00.  The Borough’s portion of the required match will total $19,907.00.   

The grant application is due on April 13th and Resolution No. 820 states that if the Borough is 

awarded the grant then the Borough will execute the Grant Agreement and comply with all the 

guidelines. 

 Mr. Hession also reported that the Borough received a copy of the Sheriff’s Sale Notice 

for the Denver House property located at 240 Main Street, Denver, which is scheduled for July 

27, 2016.  A copy of the notice also was given to Mayor Redcay. Currently the Borough does not 

have any municipal liens against the property and the property owners only owe for the current 

quarter for the water/sewer bill.  Discussion followed.               

 

Borough Council Committee Reports 

 There were no committee reports. 

   

Borough Council Comments 

Councilman Palm reported that Memorial Day is coming up and State Senator Ryan 

Aument will be this year’s speaker.  Councilman Palm invited everyone to attend. The Memorial 

Day Celebration is scheduled for Monday, May 30th and the parade will start at 9:00 a.m. at the 

Denver Fire Hall and will end at the Denver Park where the ceremony will be held.    

 Mayor Redcay reported that he is responding to a question that was asked at the last 

Borough Council meeting when he was discussing the plans for the Denver House and whether 

Welsh Mountain provides medical services to anyone.  Mayor Redcay stated that he confirmed 

with Welsh Mountain and yes, they want to provide services to everyone, but there is a benefit to 

those who fill out the application and get financial aid for those services.  Discussion followed.  

 Councilman Gensemer reported that there was discussion concerning an email and phone 

call he received about the Denver Fire Company buying a service/duty vehicle and he discussed 

this with the Borough Manager who confirmed he received confirmation of that purchase.  

Councilman Gensemer stated that he contacted Larry Hummer and John Weaver regarding this 

and invited them to attend tonight’s meeting to answer any questions Borough Council may have 

about the service/duty vehicle. Councilman Gensemer reported that since the Borough has 

increased their donation to the Denver Fire Company from about $15,000.00 a year to 

$85,000.00 a year, there is some concern that the money the Borough is giving them is being 

used to buy a vehicle that not everybody feels is necessary. John Weaver, on behalf of the 

Denver Fire Company, reported that the vehicle is a duty vehicle and is used by the officer that 

has the duty weekend and is used as their command post. The duty weekend hours begin at 6:00 

p.m. on a Friday and ends at 6:00 a.m. on a Monday.  That person will use the vehicle to get to 

and from the calls and the vehicle will be located at the personal home over the weekend. The 

vehicle also is used for AED calls and last year there were seven (7) AED calls. Mr. Weaver 

reported that the vehicle was purchased with private donations, no Borough funds were used for 
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the purchase.   The vehicle will be maintained using private donations.  Mr. Weaver asked 

Borough Council if they have any concerns.  Mr. Weaver also highlighted the costs to the 

volunteer fire fighters who are required to take his or her own vehicle to the scene every time 

there is a call for service.   That person puts his or her vehicle in jeopardy and is required to pay 

for his or her own gas, lights, and insurance.   This impact has increased since the calls for 

service per year have increased from 100 calls per year to over 200 calls per year.  Discussion 

followed concerning liability insurance for the vehicle; the development of a personal use policy 

for the vehicle; how fuel for the vehicle will be paid for; the increase in costs to volunteer 

firefighters; and the need to justify expenditures to the community.          

        

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the PPL streetlight system purchase. Councilman 

Stewart reported that since the last Borough Council meeting the Borough provided a very 

specific response to PPL on exactly what the Borough wants and doesn’t want to buy and what 

the Borough is willing to pay for concerning the streetlight system. The Borough has not yet 

received a response back from PPL.  Discussion followed.     

Borough Council discussed the cost quotations for the purchase of a new pool vacuum for 

the Denver Community Pool. Mr. Hession reported that in 2016 the Borough budgeted $3,500.00 

for this purchase and the Borough obtained cost quotations and looked at several different types 

of pool vacuums including one (1) vacuum at Aqua-Docs that cost $5,600.00 and three (3) 

vacuums at J. L. Honberger.  The vacuum selected for the Denver Pool is the Duramax Duo Jr. 

w/cart which was priced at $3,889.00 plus $100.00 for shipping, minus a $150.00 trade-in credit 

for the Borough’s current pool vacuum.  The Duramax Duo Jr. is designed to clean a pool the 

size of the Denver Pool and is a programmable vacuum that will run approximately four (4) 

hours per night.   The Pool staff will put the vacuum in the Pool at the end of the day and in the 

morning Kirk Showalter will pull it out of the Pool and put it away.  Discussion followed.  

Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to approve the purchase of 

the Duramax Duo Jr. Pool vacuum with cart from J.L. Honberger at a cost of $3,839.00.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Borough Council discussed the request from the Lancaster County Boroughs Association 

(LCBA) for the Borough to consider adopting a resolution in support of legislation to decrease 

the number of State House and Senate Representatives. Mr. Hession reported that during a 

previous meeting Borough Council decided to table any action concerning this request until more 

information about the proposed legislation was determined.  Since that meeting the Borough has 

obtained a copy of the legislation which has already been approved by both the House and the 

Senate.  The bill will be considered for a second time in the 2016-2017 session and if approved, 

will be put on as a ballot question for the first primary or the general election.  Discussion 

followed and Borough Council decided not to take any action concerning this request at this 

time. 

Borough Council discussed the request from the Adamstown Area Library for free 

individual day pool passes to use as incentives and contest prizes for their summer reading 

program. Mr. Hession reported that this is the first time that the Adamstown Area Library is 

requesting passes and the Library personnel didn’t specify how many passes they are requesting.  

Discussion followed.  Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to 

donate five (5) individual day pool passes to the Adamstown Area Library to use as incentives 

and contest prizes for their summer reading program.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  
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Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the 

March, 2016 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to adopt Resolution 

No. 820 – Community Conservation Partnerships Program Denver Memorial Park “Access for 

All” Redevelopment Project Grant Application.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to prohibit parking 

on both sides of North 4th Street from Locust Street to Walnut Street and on both sides of Walnut 

Street from North 4th Street to North 8th Street on Monday, May 30, 2016, from 8:30 a.m. to 

10:00 a.m. for the Annual Denver Memorial Day Parade and Service. Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Executive Session 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to recess into an 

Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. to discuss various personnel issues including the new Collective 

Bargaining Agreement proposals.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Stewart made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to reconvene 

into Regular Session at 8:36 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

 

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman Gensemer inquired if there is any update on the police issue.  Mr. Hession 

reported that on Friday he received a call from Steve Gabriel at East Cocalico Township who 

said that the Supervisors are interested in meeting with officials from the Borough, however, at 

this time they are focused on the start of the negotiations with the Police union for the new 

Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Mr. Hession stated that he informed Mr. Gabriel that 

members of Borough Council volunteered to get more involved in the negotiation process 

between the Township and the police union.  He also cautioned about waiting too long to meet to 

discuss these issues.  Discussion followed regarding police cost for next year and to send an 

email to East Cocalico Township to confirm that the Borough’s police services cost for 2017 will 

reflect a 4.0% increase from the current year. 

 

Adjournment 

Councilman Palm made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.                

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 

- Motion to approve the March 14, 2016 and March 28, 2016 meeting minutes. Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to approve the purchase of the Duramax Duo Jr. Pool vacuum with cart from J.L. 

Honberger at a cost of $3,839.00.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to donate five (5) individual day pool passes to the Adamstown Area Library to 

use as incentives and contest prizes for their summer reading program.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to approve the March, 2016 Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried unanimously  
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- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 820 – Community Conservation Partnerships Program 

Denver Memorial Park “Access for All” Redevelopment Project Grant Application. 

Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to prohibit parking on both sides of North 4th Street from Locust Street to Walnut 

Street and on both sides of Walnut Street from North 4th Street to North 8th Street on 

Monday, May 30, 2016, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for the Annual Denver Memorial 

Day Parade and Service. Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to recess into an Executive Session at 7:55 p.m. to discuss various personnel 

issues including the new Collective Bargaining Agreement proposals. Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to reconvene into Regular Session at 8:36 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 

0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.                  

 
 


