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January 25, 2016 

 

The January 25th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 

following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Stewart, Palm, Flory, Gensemer, 

South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 There were no citizen’s concerns.  

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Stover stated that the Public Works Department did a great job opening up the 

roads. Councilman Daub also reported that the Department did a great job with snow removal. 

Councilman Gensemer also stated they did a great job with snow removal and his mother-in-law had to 

go into the hospital Friday night at mid-night by ambulance and when driving home from the hospital 

afterwards he was very impressed with the Denver Borough roads, the fire department who assisted 

with the ambulance, and the Borough Manager at the Municipal Building at 4:30 a.m. during the 

storm.  Everyone did a great job.   

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer was not in attendance.   

 

Police Department Report 

Cpl. Terry Arment reported that he is hoping to have the year-end report done by the first 

couple of weeks in February and reported that the 2015 calls for service totaled 11,440 calls.  In 

December there were a total of 834 calls with 122 of them in Denver Borough and 519 in East 

Cocalico Township. There were 199 reported crashes year-to-date where a vehicle needs to be towed 

or someone in the accident was injured.  In December, Denver Borough had four (4) and East Cocalico 

had 14. Cpl. Arment reported that there have been 36 total criminal cases between East Cocalico 

Township and Denver Borough and 17 of those cases have been cleared.      

Cpl. Arment reported that in December the Police Department received in-car printers and there 

is a system called the Tracks System in which the officer will be able to type in the lap top computer in 

the car or swipe a driver’s license and all the information will be printed out on the citation instead of 

having to handwrite a citation. The other benefit is that the citation can be electronically sent to the 

District Justice’s office. He also reported that the Department received two (2) body-type cameras that 

will be used for the holding cell area and the interview area to reduce any type of liability claims 

against the Police Department.  

Cpl. Arment reported that Officer Sola was presented with a Certificate for his involvement 

with the Troup family from Stevens who lost their eight (8) year old son in a drowning accident a few 

years ago. This past Christmas over 1,300 new toys were collected and distributed to children in eight 

(8) different medical facilities.  

Cpl. Arment discussed with Borough Council how the level of service will work with just two 

(2) municipalities, East Cocalico Township and Denver Borough. As of the first of the year, the Police 

Department decreased from 18 officers to 15 officers, and the service area size has been condensed so 

the response time will be quicker. The Department also went from two (2) detectives to one (1) 

detective. He also stated municipalities will not see a change in service.  Discussion followed.  
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Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton was not in attendance.  

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Junior Councilperson Ken Wallace reported that he is very eager for the public discussion on 

improvements in social services and the probable establishment of a social center here in Denver and 

hopes he can get a couple of his friends and organizations at the school to tag along to the meeting.    

 

Mayor Redcay Report  

Mayor Redcay reported that this Thursday at 7:00 p.m. there will be an open meeting for the 

community at the Denver Municipal Building hosted by a group of individuals who have seen the need 

for more specific hands-on-help with social services in the community. Mayor Redcay discussed how 

the group was formed, who is on the committee, what the committee’s focus is, and the need to get the 

community involved.   Discussion followed.      

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that there were two (2) water leaks in the 

Borough this month; one (1) on Main Street and one (1) on the Henry Schein property. Mr. Whetsel 

also reported that he has been working with Farley Fry and the Borough Manager on getting the water 

allocation information together to renew the Borough’s permit that will expire next year.   

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department has finished painting at the Filter Plant; has been 

working on fixing the issues with the level transducer at the lower reservoir; prepared the Borough’s 

snow removal equipment prior to the snow fall; repaired the big snow blower that broke down today; 

and will begin hauling snow off of Main Street tomorrow along with two (2) other contractors who 

have been hired to help remove snow. Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department received some 

compliments as well as some complaints regarding the snow removal. He also reported that he had to 

talk to a resident on Sunrise Circle who stood in front of a plow truck.  Mr. Whetsel stated that he 

informed her if she did it again he would have to contact the police. The resident just shoveled her car 

out and did not want the plow truck to plow the area.  Mr. Whetsel also discussed the progress of the 

snow removal in the Borough.   

 Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that the Borough now will move into phase 2 of 

the blizzard cleanup which includes the removal of snow from various streets and intersections in the 

Borough.  The Public Works Department will be removing snow from Main Street and the Borough 

will hire two (2) private contractors to help remove snow on South 4th Street and on Walnut Street.  

The Borough also rented a skid loader to help with the snow removal. The snow will be taken to the 

Denver Memorial Park in the lower level. Discussion followed regarding the Public Works Department 

working from 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to work on snow removal for the next few days which will cost 

additional money in overtime. Borough Council also discussed the removal of snow on sidewalks in 

the Borough and decided to extend for 48 hours the deadline for the Borough and the property owners 

in the Borough to clear the sidewalks of snow and ice with the deadline expiring at midnight on 

Wednesday, January 27, 2016.  The Borough will contract with a contractor to remove snow and/or ice 

from sidewalks in the Borough starting on Thursday, January 28th and the property owners then will be 

invoiced for these services. 

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the Woody Yard Waste facility at the Borough Lot. Councilman 

Flory reported that he contacted East Cocalico Township about a joint woody waste pile and received 

negative feedback at first. East Cocalico Township will have to look into how large a site they can 
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have and since there is no power at their site, they have no interest in a gate system at this point.  Also, 

East Cocalico Township only accepts woody yard waste and Denver Borough currently accepts more 

grass clippings, leaves, dirt, and flowers.  The other question that was brought up is how to split the 

cost since no one will be monitoring the site.  Borough Council discussed if the Borough can’t partner 

with another municipality then they should look at ways to better manage the Borough’s site.  

Discussion followed concerning other alternatives.  Mr. Hession reported that officials at Manheim 

Township stated that they do not have the capability to take these materials from another municipality.  

Also, representatives from Walter Augsburger’s farm in Reinholds indicated that they would be able to 

take the material, however, only if the material is first shredded.  Good’s Disposal was contacted and 

they have a dumpster that is available for bio-degradable materials that can be used for yard waste. The 

dumpster is a 30-yard dumpster which stands six (6) feet high, eight (8) feet wide, and 22 ½ feet long. 

The cost is $125.00 per dumpster and $3.00 per yard of materials and the Borough currently averages 

approximately 675 yards of material per year. If the Borough would choose this option, the Borough 

would pay for approximately 23 dumpsters per year and the total cost would be approximately 

$4,900.00. Discussion followed regarding the Borough Lot, the use of a dumpster, storm water runoff, 

and the possibility of building a structure over the dumpster to stop any rain water from getting into the 

dumpster. Borough Council also discussed the possibly of increasing the annual access card fee to 

cover the cost for the dumpster and structure. Councilman South made a motion, seconded by 

Councilman Stover, to increase the annual Borough Lot Access Card fee from $10.00 per year to 

$15.00 per year.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  Borough Council asked the Borough Manager to 

obtain a cost quotation for the construction of a roof system over the proposed dumpster site.                      

Borough Council discussed the proposed Meeting Agenda for the Cocalico Leaders Meeting 

that will be held at the West Cocalico Township Municipal Building on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, at 

7:00 p.m. Borough Council also discussed the North Reading Road property that is already on the 

agenda for discussion.    

Borough Council discussed the Cocalico Education Foundation’s proposed Civil War 

Encampment Program scheduled for May, 2016. Mr. Hession reported that he recently spoke with 

Jerry Harding and Mr. Harding explained that the Foundation is looking to do a three (3) day program 

from set-up to take-down with a one (1) day group activity including a civil war encampment and 

reenactment on the School District property. The Borough was contacted to see if any permits were 

required. They will have some camp fires at the site which they can for recreational use but they were 

encouraged to contact the fire company and police to make them aware. Mr. Hession reported that at 

this time the Foundation is not sure whether the program will be on School District property on both 

sides of South 4th Street or not, however, since there could be a large turnout, Borough Council should 

consider requiring the Foundation and/or the Cocalico School District to provide some sort of traffic 

control particularly were people may be crossing the street.  The actual event will be held on May 21st 

from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The Foundation also was advised if they would be camping out or doing 

anything with horses in any of the stormwater basins that they make sure they do not damage storm 

basins in any way because the School District will be responsible to restore them. Discussion followed.  

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the Cocalico 

Education Foundation’s request to hold a Civil War Encampment Program on Cocalico School District 

property in May, 2016, contingent upon the Cocalico Education Foundation and/or the Cocalico 

School District contracting with the Denver Fire Police to provide traffic control services.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0.          

Borough Council discussed the request from the Cocalico Education Foundation for a 

contribution of merchandise and/or a gift certificate which can be used as auction items, raffle prizes, 

and door prizes during their 10th Annual Iron Chef fundraiser scheduled for Sunday, March 6, 2016 at 

the Cocalico High School.  Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stewart, to 
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approve a donation of a 2016 Denver Community Pool Family Membership to the Cocalico Education 

Foundation which can be used as an auction item, raffle prize, and door prize during their 10th Annual 

Iron Chef fundraiser scheduled for Sunday, March 6, 2016 at the Cocalico High School.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0.         

Borough Council reviewed and discussed the proposed ordinance to create a handicapped 

parking space at 625 Main Street and to add language to prohibit standing or parking of vehicles which 

block free passage on Borough streets. The proposed ordinance will be advertised for Borough Council 

action during the February 29th Borough Council meeting.  Discussion followed.   

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the January, 

2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to transfer $20,000.00 

from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the monthly street light bills and to 

reimburse the General Fund the full $20,000.00 upon receipt of the Liquid Fuels Funds.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 
Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported that Senator Ryan Aument sent a letter inviting borough officials to a 

February 19th Breakfast Meeting he is sponsoring in Mount Joy and if anyone is interested in attending 

to let him know. Representative Fee also is hosting an Emergency Services Provider Seminar on 

February 18th at the County Emergency Center and he will also forward a copy of the invitation to 

Andy Boyer, the Borough’s Emergency Management Coordinator.     

 Mr. Hession reported that Community Aid Partnership, a local faith based non-profit 

organization who operates thrifts stores and one of them is in Lancaster, contacted the Borough to 

determine if the Borough is interested in partnering with them to place clothing recycling bins for the 

program.  Community Aid pays the partnering agency $0.04 per pound of clothing collected in the bin 

on their property.  Mr. Hession reported that he will contact the Denver Fire Company to see if they 

are interested in partnering with Community Aid to place a bin on their property and to receive the 

$0.04 per pound reimbursement.  Also, after the first year of partnering, the Fire Company will be 

eligible to apply for a grant up to $5,000.00 to be used for a community purpose.  Discussion followed.           

 

 Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to adjourn the meeting 

at 8:13 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.   

   

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

Action Items:  
 

- Motion to increase the annual Borough Lot Access Card fee from $10.00 per year to $15.00 per 

year.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.        

- Motion to approve the Cocalico Education Foundation’s request to hold a Civil War 

Encampment Program on Cocalico School District property in May, 2016, contingent upon the 

Cocalico Education Foundation and/or the Cocalico School District contracting with the 

Denver Fire Police to provide traffic control services.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.      

- Motion to approve a donation of a 2016 Denver Community Pool Family Membership to the 

Cocalico Education Foundation which can be used as an auction item, raffle prize, and door 
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prize during their 10th Annual Iron Chef fundraiser scheduled for Sunday, March 6, 2016 at the 

Cocalico High School. Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.                            

- Motion to approve the January, 2016 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report. Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to transfer $20,000.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the 

monthly street light bills and to reimburse the General Fund the full $20,000.00 upon receipt of 

the Liquid Fuels Funds.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.          

 

 

 

 

 
  

 


