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November 30, 2015 

 

The November 30th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Fink, Gensemer, Flory, South, 

and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. In absence of Borough Council President Daub, Vice President Gensemer 

chaired the meeting.     

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger asked why the Borough’s Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony was changed. 

Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that the date of the event was changed because there was 

a conflict on the original date with some of the volunteers who help with the program.  Borough 

Council discussed this conflict and agreed to change the date of the event to Sunday, December 13, 

2015, at 4:00 p.m. 

 Michael Deetz, 429 South 6th Street, reported that he is here again concerning the vehicles 

speeding on South 6th Street and people going through the stop sign at the South 6th and Franklin 

Streets. He inquired if there are any results from the SpeedSentry sign that was installed there to 

monitor the speed of vehicles. Mr. Hession reported that the SpeedSentry sign was installed on 

Thursday, November 19th at 12:00 p.m. and was removed on Wednesday, November 25th.  The total 

number of vehicles traveling northbound on South 6th Street during that period was 622.  The average 

speed for the vehicles during this period was 25.9 mph.  South 6th Street currently is posted as 25 mph.   

Mr. Hession reported that of this total, 75 vehicles traveling under 20 mph; 170 vehicles were traveling 

between 21 and 25 mph; 259 vehicles were traveling between 26 and 30 mph; 103 vehicles were 

traveling between 31 and 35 mph; 14 vehicles were traveling between 36 and 40 mph; and one (1) 

vehicles was traveling in excess of 41 mph.  Mr. Deetz inquired if the police did or are planning to do 

any surveillance at the stop sign and if any citations were written. Chief Beever stated whenever the 

Police Department receives these types of concerns they are distributed to the patrol officers to keep in 

mind as they make their rounds. He does not have any numbers with him pertaining to citations issued, 

but considering the total number of vehicles traveling on South 6th Street less than the posted 25 mph, 

these results are not that bad.  Chief Beever also asked Mr. Deetz to forward to the Police Department 

any license plate numbers of motorists who are not stopping at the stop sign on South 6th Street and 

Franklin Street.  Discussion followed.          
 

Borough Council Comments 

 There were no Borough Council comments.  

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer did not have a report to give.  

 

Police Department Report  

Chief George Beever reported on the following incidents and calls for service in the Borough 

over the past month:  on November 12th, a 15 year old Denver juvenile is facing disorderly conduct 

charges for creating a disturbance in class at the Cocalico High School; on November 12th a 28 year 

old Ephrata resident was arrested on a warrant for theft when he was attempting to cash a stolen check 

at the Ephrata National Bank; and on November 22nd there was a burglary on the 200 block of North 

6th Street where a detached garage was entered and items taken included a Yamaha motorcycle, a shot 

gun, and a tool kit.  



 2 

Chief Beever thanked Borough Council and the citizens of Denver for all the cooperation over 

the last 20 years.  Borough Council also thanked Chief Beever for his service to the community and 

wished him well in his retirement. 

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton reported that from January 1st to November 30th, the Denver Fire 

Company responded to 184 calls.  Of this total, 153 of these calls were emergency calls.  The Fire 

Company has had 2,014 men respond to the calls with an average of 13.1 men responding per call.  

During this timeframe the Fire Company has logged 1,272.9 total man hours and 80.7 hours in service.  

The average response time is 3.8 minutes and the calls for service have included 16 working fires and 

14 extrications.  Chief Hilton also reported that 28 members of the Fire Company completed the 

annual HazMat training on November 24th and as of November 30th, Fire Company members have 

completed 1,620.5 hours of in-house training and 1,124 hours of service.      

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Junior Councilperson Wallace reported on his meeting with Principle Irvin at the Cocalico 

High School concerning the probability of a School Resource Officer for the Cocalico School District.  

Mr. Wallace stated that Mr. Irvine’s response is a continuation of the School Board’s response of 

opposition to this position.  Mr. Wallace reported that Mr. Irvine also stated he understands and 

sympathizes with the ongoing dilemma between the municipalities involving police coverage, with the 

majority of the school district in the Borough, and the need for student safety. He also reported Mr. 

Irvin stated if he was given $100,000.00 by the taxpayers for the school he would rather have a teacher 

in the School rather than a School Resource Officer walking the halls.  Mr. Wallace reported that as of 

now, Mr. Irvine stated that he is comfortable with the place Cocalico School District is at concerning 

their security measures.  Discussion followed.   

Mayor Redcay reported that Ken Wallace was honored as Student of the Month from the 

Rotary Club.  Borough Council congratulated Mr. Wallace on this honor. 

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 Director of Public Works George Whetsel was not in attendance.  

 

Public Hearing Regarding the Cable Franchise Renewal for Denver Borough 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough is in the process of renewing the Cable Franchise 

Agreement with Blue Ridge Cable and one (1) of the requirements for the Borough as part of this 

process is to have a public meeting to give the citizens an opportunity to comment on cable services. 

Councilman Gensemer then opened the public hearing regarding the Cable Franchise Renewal for 

Denver Borough.  Mr. Hession then provided the following statement:  Good evening. This is a Public 

hearing regarding cable franchise renewal for Denver Borough. The hearing is held pursuant to Section 

626 of the Federal Cable Act, which sets forth the process for franchise renewal. Our current cable 

franchise agreement with Blue Ridge expires in less than one year and we are in the process of 

renewing the franchise. This public hearing is an important part of franchise renewal, in which we seek 

to hear from citizens regarding the following: 

1. The past performance of the cable operator; and  

2. The Borough’s future cable-related needs.  

  

Franchise renewal is the best opportunity for municipalities to assert their rights with respect to 

their cable operator and to obtain important benefits in return for granting the cable operator the right 

to use its public rights-of way. These benefits include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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1. Strong and enforceable customer service standards; 

2. A state-of-the art cable system; 

3. Protections of the public rights-of-way; 

4. Franchise fees for the cable operator’s use of the public rights-of-way and improved franchise 

fee accountability; 

5. Reporting requirements on the cable operator; 

6. Legal protections for the Borough; and 

7. Better mechanisms to enforce the franchise agreement. 

 

These are just some of the potential benefits available through franchise renewal. Citizens may 

address these items or any other cable-related items that are important to them. We will now open the 

hearing up to citizen comments. Thank you.      

 Michael Deetz, 429 South 6th Street, asked whether the Borough has any control over the cable 

company’s pricing. Mr. Hession responded that the Borough does not have any control over the cable 

company’s fees, however, the Borough does have control over the franchise fee that the Borough can 

collect from the cable provider.  Currently Denver Borough’s Franchise Fee is 5% of the cable 

company’s gross revenues for cable services in the Borough.  The Borough currently receives 

approximately $50,000.00 annually from Blue Ridge in cable franchise fees.  Mr. Hession further 

stated that as part of the cable franchise renewal, the Borough also is completing an audit of Blue 

Ridge’s records to make sure that the franchise fee is being calculated correctly. 

There being no further comments, Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Flory, to close the Public Hearing Regarding the Cable Franchise Renewal for Denver Borough.  

Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

     

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Denver Borough Draft Budget. Councilman Gensemer 

reported this has been a tough budget to complete and in 2016, Borough Council will not impose a real 

estate tax increase.  Borough Council discussed the outstanding cost projection for the purchase of the 

lights from PPL.  In 2016, the Borough will use PennDOT grant funding and the Borough’s General 

Fund match funding to purchase and install new LED lights.  The 2016 Budget also includes proceeds 

from a potential borrowing to purchase the streetlight system from PPL.  The Borough anticipates 

receiving a final cost projection from PPL for each of the three (3) buy-out options prior to Christmas.  

Borough Council will be able to discuss these projections prior to taking action to adopt the final 

budget during their December 28th meeting.  

Mr. Hession reported that during the November 9th Borough Council meeting, Borough 

Council discussed funding for the Denver Fire Company and he was asked to invite representatives 

from the Denver Fire Company to attend tonight’s Borough Council meeting to discuss their budget 

for this year and next year. Mr. Hession introduced Larry Hummer, Treasurer for the Denver Fire 

Company, who provided Borough Council with an overview of the Fire Company’s 2015 and 2016 

budgets; a summary of how the Fire Company is using the funding provided by the Borough; a 

summary of capital improvements required by the Fire Company including equipment replacement, 

facility improvements, and vehicles; a summary of their current annual fund drive results; and a 

summary of fund raising projects for 2015 and projects proposed for 2016.  Mr. Hummer stated that in 

the agreement that was reached with the Borough, the Borough will provide an annual donation to the 

Fire Company to be used for these purposes and when it comes time to replace vehicles, the Fire 

Company should not re-approach the Borough for additional funding.  Mr. Hummer reported that 

three-quarters (3/4) of the Borough’s annual donation to the Fire Company during the last two (2) 

years has been placed in savings designated strictly for truck replacement.  The first truck replacement 
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is scheduled for 2018.  The other one-quarter (1/4) is being used for operating expenses.   Mr. Hummer 

stated that since the agreement with the Borough for funding, the Fire Company was required to 

replace all the radios for the trucks and officers and the Borough was not asked for additional funds. 

Mr. Hummer reported that this year all of the self-contained breathing apparatuses need to be replaced 

which will cost over $135,000.00, and Fire Company is not asking for any additional money from the 

Borough trying to abide by the agreement.  Last year the Fire Company replaced the roof to the 

building and will need to replace some tile flooring which is asbestos tile; the original ramps will need 

to be replaced; the parking lot is in need of repair; the air conditioner units will need to be replaced in 

the next couple of years; and a number of years ago they purchased and maintain a generator that 

powers the whole building because the building will serve as a public shelter when needed.   Mr. 

Hummer also reported that proceeds from the annual fund drive are down and to date, the Fire 

Company has received just under $36.000.00 from businesses, landlords, and residents. Last year the 

total from the fund drive was $49,600.00. He stated one of the problem with the fund drive is the 

largest business in this area did not give a cent to the Fire Company. Discussion followed regarding the 

Fire Company, fundraising, and fire tax.   

Borough Council also reviewed the renewal cost information for the Borough’s current 

property, liability, automobile, public officials, and workers compensation insurance programs and the 

biggest increase is the workman’s compensation with is reflected in the proposed budget.  The 

Borough will renew these programs in 2016 with the current providers.  A copy of the revised 

proposed 2016 Budget is on the website. Councilman Gensemer reported there was a lot of work put 

into this to find ways to not increase the taxes as originally proposed.  

Borough Council discussed the PPL streetlight privatization project and that the Borough is 

waiting for PPL to submit to the Borough the projected costs associated with each of the three (3) 

following options discussed concerning the purchase of the existing streetlight system:  PPL removes 

all overhead lights in the Borough; PPL removes only the overhead lights that have the greatest make 

ready cost; or PPL removes all 91 overhead streetlights that have any make ready cost.  Discussion 

followed and Borough Council will discuss this issue further once they receive additional information 

from PPL.  

Borough Council discussed the 2015 Official Ballot for the FSA Committee Elections.  Since 

the Borough has created a Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) area in the Bon View 

Linear Park, the Borough has the right to vote for the local representative who will represent this area 

on the Farm Services Agency.  At this time, Earl G. Martin is the only person running for the position.  

Discussion followed and Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to vote for 

Earl G. Martin on the 2015 Official Ballot for the FSA Committee Elections. Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0.   

 

Action Items 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the November, 

2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.   

Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to authorize the 

advertisement of the Proposed 2016 Denver Borough Budget.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.   

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to adopt Resolution No. 

811 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver Appointing Michael Burkholder 

as a Temporary Borough Employee to Clear Snow and Ice for the Borough of Denver for the 2015-

2016 Winter Season.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the President 

of Borough Council to execute the Sewer Tapping Fee Payment Agreement between the Borough of 

Denver and Kalas Manufacturing, Inc.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 
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Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the Borough to 

advertise the 2016 Borough Council and Committee meeting schedule.  Motion carried unanimously 4 

to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported when the Public Works Department was leaf collecting on an alley 

behind the 300-block of North 6th Street they knocked down and damaged a basketball hoop, 

backboard, and pole.  Mr. Hession met with the tenants at the property and both parties agreed that 

instead of purchasing and installing a new permanent basketball hoop, the Borough purchased a 

portable basketball hoop from Home Depot and delivered that unit to the tenants to replace the 

damaged unit. 

 Mr. Hession reported that tomorrow he will be attending the Lancaster County Commissioners’ 

meeting to discuss the formation of a Land Bank in Lancaster County.  The Lancaster County Housing 

and Redevelopment Authority is requesting authorization from the County Commissioners to develop 

a Lancaster Countywide Land Bank.  The County Land Bank will work with participating 

municipalities to purchase properties that are vacant, underused, deteriorating, and to redevelop these 

properties.  Mr. Hession stated that he will discuss some of the challenges the Borough has faced when 

properties in the Borough have been left vacant or deteriorating including the actions taken by the 

Borough for properties on Poplar Street and North 5th Street.  Mr. Hession also reported that last week, 

the Borough received a check for approximately $7,200.00 which reimbursed the Borough the full 

amount of the clean-up and the liens placed on the vacant property on North 4th Street.    

 Councilman Flory inquired if the owner of the red car parked and blocking the 400-block of 

Cherry Alley was contacted about the issue.  Councilman Flory stated that there is no way a fire truck 

or garbage truck could access the alley when the car is parked that far from the garage.  Mr. Hession 

responded that he has not yet made contact with the property owner concerning the red car.   

 Councilman Gensemer reported that when driving through the Fulton Bank drive thru against 

the side of the adjacent white building there is a love seat, sofa, and a mattress piled up.  Mr. Hession 

reported that he saw the debris piled next to the dumpster and thought the trash company would take 

the furniture when they dumped the dumpster.  He will inspect the property tomorrow and notify the 

property owner of any violations. 

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to adjourn the meeting at            

8:10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 

 

- Motion to close the Public Hearing Regarding the Cable Franchise Renewal for Denver 

Borough.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to vote for Earl G. Martin for the 2015 Official Ballot on the FSA Committee Elections. 

Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.   

- Motion to approve the November, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the advertisement of the Proposed 2016 Denver Borough Budget.  Motion 

carried unanimously 4 to 0.  



 6 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 811 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Denver Appointing Michael Burkholder as a Temporary Borough Employee to Clear Snow and 

Ice for the Borough of Denver for the 2015-2016 Winter Season.  Motion carried unanimously 

4 to 0.  

- Motion to authorize the President of Borough Council to execute the Sewer Tapping Fee 

Payment Agreement between the Borough of Denver and Kalas Manufacturing, Inc.  Motion 

carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the Borough to advertise the 2016 Borough Council and Committee 

meeting schedule.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 


