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November 9, 2015 

 

The November 9th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmember’s present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Cohick, Fink, 

Flory, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, 

which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Mike Deetz of 429 South 6th Street stated that he is bringing his concerns again regarding 

vehicles speeding and running stop signs on South 6th Street and Franklin Street. From past 

discussions he was informed that the police chief was going to take this under advisement. Mr. 

Deetz inquired if there has ever been any police activity in this area to monitor this and if any 

citations were ever issued.  He also mentioned when he brought this issue to Borough Council 

before it was mentioned about putting the SpeedSentry sign on that street. Discussion followed.  

Borough Manager Michael Hession reported that he will follow up with the police chief to see if 

there were ever any citations written and the Borough can install the SpeedSentry sign on a pole 

on that street to measure vehicle speeds.   

 John Palm stated that he is in possession of a letter that was received by his neighbor 

Chris White concerning a zoning issue that was brought to the Borough about one (1) month ago 

concerning two (2) sheds on the property of 224 South 4th Street.  In the Zoning Hearing Board’s 

Finding of Facts, number 10 states that the applicants never removed the older shed when they 

placed the 12’ X 30’ shed.  Mr. Palm stated that the letter indicates to him that the older shed 

should have been removed.  Mr. Hession reported that the applicants were not required to move 

the shed and the Finding of Fact is simply noting that the applicants didn’t remove the older 

shed. Mr. Palm inquired if someone can call Mr. White and explain to him why the owners of the 

property at 224 South 4th Street are allowed to have two (2) sheds when he is certain after talking 

to someone from the Zoning Hearing Board that they are only allowed to have one (1) shed. 

Discussion followed.    

 Donald Wenger reported that there is a home in the 500 block of Main Street where there 

is trash in the rear yard and the garage door is leaning into the garage.  Discussion followed and 

Mr. Hession stated that he will follow-up on the complaint with an inspection. 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to approve the 

October 12, 2015 and October 26, 2015 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.  

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that at the Regional Elected Officials Meeting, from his 

prospective, the only unfinished business was the discussion about the Cocalico School District 

and the sharing of police services to the School District.  

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that on October 13th he attended the Planning Commission 

meeting; on October 22nd he meet with a college student to discuss the history of Denver; on 

October 27th he attended the Regional Elected Leaders meeting; and on October 28th he meet 

with a representative from Welsh Mountain Medical Centers about meeting at the Denver 

Municipal Building to help families enroll in the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid, and CHIP. 
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Mayor Redcay also reported that on November 2nd he attended the meeting concerning the 

Weaver Road Bridge and the future plans for the bridge.        

 

Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Wallace reported that things are looking great at Cocalico High 

School.  The School did really well with the Keystone Testing and is one (1) of two (2) schools 

in southeastern Pennsylvania along with Palmyra to get an A average across the board. Mr. 

Wallace reported that with the holiday season almost here there are a lot of clubs being generous 

with their time and charitable efforts.  

 Mr. Wallace also stated that in regard to the School Resource Officer (SRO), he has 

scheduled a meeting with Mr. Chris Irvine, Cocalico High School Principal, for Friday morning 

to discuss this issue.  

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough’s Annual Tree Lighting Program normally is held 

on the first Sunday of December, but this year there is a conflict with the date and the volunteers 

who help make the program work.  Borough Council discussed whether to move the date of the 

Tree Lighting to the last Sunday in November or to the second Sunday in December.  Following 

the discussion, Borough Council decided to schedule the Annual Tree Lighting Program for 

Sunday, December 13, 2015, at 4:00 p.m.  Mr. Hession asked that if there are any singers at the 

Cocalico School District that are available to help out with the community singing that would be 

great.     

 

Borough Council Committee  

 Councilman Cohick reported that the replacement trees were planted at the Denver 

Memorial Park on Saturday, October 31st and there was a lot of help from the Leo Club from the 

School.  Mr. Hession reported that the youth group from the Reamstown Church of God also 

helped plant trees that day.    

 Councilman Stover reported that he met with George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, 

to discuss the specifications for the proposed new dump truck for 2016.  

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Fink reported that the potholes on Park Lane need to be addressed again 

before the bad weather starts. He also requested that Robert Rissler from the Public Works 

Department do the work because he does a beautiful job.  

 Councilman Flory reported that on Election Day, former Police Chief McComsey 

informed him that Barb Tangert, who has been the crossing guard at the traffic light on Main 

Street for 25 years, now has a new job. He thought it might be nice to get her some kind of 

plaque. Mr. Hession reported that the crossing guards are employees of the East Cocalico Police 

Department and he was not too sure if the Police Department was planning on recognizing Ms. 

Tangert’s work.  Discussion followed.  

  
Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Draft Denver Borough Budget. Councilman South 

reported that the Finance Committee met and reviewed the proposed budget and looked for 

additional ways the Borough could reduce expenditures and not increase real estate taxes.  The 

Finance Committee discussed financing the purchase of the dump truck in 2016.  The Finance 

Committee discussed reducing the proposed tax increase from 0.25 mills to a 0.125 mill increase.  
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This increase will net the Borough an additional $23,535.00 in General Fund Revenues.   

Discussion followed concerning the latest draft of the proposed 2016 Budget including the 

projected impacts to the Borough concerning the streetlight project and the funding included in 

the draft budget for the Denver Fire Company.  Borough Council discussed inviting 

representatives from the Denver Fire Company to attend the next Borough Council meeting to 

provide a breakdown describing how the Denver Fire Company is using the Borough’s annual 

donation; to provide a listing of the number of residents who have donated to their annual fund 

and the amount of money raised; and to provide a list of fundraising projects in 2015 and what is 

proposed in 2016. 

Borough Council discussed the status of the streetlight system purchase with PPL. 

Councilman Daub reported that there is no new information to offer Borough Council at this 

time.  Mr. Hession reported that Borough Council has a copy of the letter PPL sent to the 

Borough and is similar to the letter PPL sent to all the legislators stating that starting next year, 

PPL will not be selling their system to any other municipality. He also reported that there was a 

technical meeting on Thursday between representatives from the Borough and PPL.  At the end 

of that meeting the PPL representatives stated that they would take the information back to their 

management team for consideration.  Discussion followed.          

 

Action Items 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to approve the 

October, 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adopt Resolution 

No. 810 - A Resolution Appointing the Certified Public Accounting Firm of Weinhold, Nickel, 

and Company as the Independent Auditor for Denver Borough for 2016 to Audit the Borough’s 

2015 Financial Records.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the 

President of Borough Council to execute the Borough’s 2016 Minimum Municipal Obligation 

(MMO) Worksheet.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adopt Ordinance 

No. 625 – An Ordinance of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, to Amend the Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Chapter 165 – Streets and Sidewalks, Article II – Streets, Section 165-24, Street 

Specifications, To Modify the Requirements for Base Course Mixture and Wearing Course 

Mixture While Removing the Specifications for a Binder Course; Providing for the Repeal of 

Inconsistent Ordinances; Providing for the Severability of the Ordinance; and Providing that the 

Ordinance Shall Take Effect in Accordance with Pennsylvania Law.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0.  

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported that Recreation Maintenance Laborer Kirk Showalter’s surgery 

went well and he will be out on leave for approximately six (6) weeks.  

 Councilman Daub mentioned the loss of Gary Read who spent a lot of time coming to the 

Borough meetings and serving on the Zoning Hearing Board. Borough Council expressed their 

appreciation for Mr. Read’s service to the Borough and they wished his wife Nancie the best as 

he will be missed.   

 



 4 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:52 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.             

   

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 
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