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September 28, 2015 

 

The September 28th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present: Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, Stover, and Mayor 

Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag. In the absence of Borough Council President Daub, Vice President 

Gensemer chaired the meeting. 

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger inquired about all of the materials stored in the parking lot across from 

119 North 3rd Street and stated he is worried that a kid would get hurt if they are around that 

stuff.  Discussion followed.  George Whetsel, Zoning Officer, responded that the last time he 

spoke to Mr. David Leland about the storage he was going to install temporary fencing around 

the area because he was in the process of purchasing the lot and building.  Borough Manager 

Michael Hession reported that recently there was a breakdown in the sale of the property and the 

storage items are scheduled to be removed from the site.   Discussion followed regarding the 

property, whether outside storage is permitted in an Industrial District, and the current 

regulations that do not require screening of storage areas in the Industrial District.  Borough 

Council agreed to ask the Planning Commission to review the outdoor storage section of the 

Borough’s Zoning Ordinance during their current Zoning Ordinance review.   
 

Borough Council Comments  

 Councilman Cohick thanked Mr. Whetsel for keeping in contact with UGI regarding all 

the sections of Borough streets and sidewalks that UGI needs to repair as part of their gas service 

installations. 

 Mayor Redcay reported that he was contacted by the new business owner in the Borough 

about possible drug activity on Main Street.  Mayor Redcay also stated that the owner is very 

excited about getting her new business up and running in the Borough. 

  

Presentation 

Kyle Sellers from the Adamstown Area Library presented the Adamstown Area Library’s 

Annual Report and 2016 budget request.  Mr. Sellers shared information about the Big Kickoff 

Celebration that the Library had for the Summer Reading Program which the Fire Department, 

the East Cocalico Police Department, and service dogs all participated.  Mr. Seller’s also 

discussed the Library’s new strategic plan.  Discussion followed.  

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer was not in attendance.  

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever was not in attendance.  

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton reported that the total calls year to date are 148 with 121 of those 

calls being emergency calls. A total of 1,653 men responded with an average of 13.6 men per 

call, 994.7 man hours, 60.4 in service hours, and an average response time of 3.8 minutes.  The 

calls included 13 working fires and eight (8) extrications.   Chief Hilton reported that during the 
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week of the Denver Fair there were 234 man hours parking cars, selling raffle tickets, and three 

(3) fire prevention details with rescue.     

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Junior Councilperson Rachel Weaver was not in attendance, however, Junior 

Councilperson Wallace reported that he is planning on meeting with the School Principal Mr. 

Irvine to start a discussion about school security.  He also stated there were a lot of people in the 

community and neighborhood including adults who mentioned to him they agree with having a 

School Resource Officer (SRO) in the school.   

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Public Works Department 

finished closing down the Denver Community Pool for the season; received the new anchors for 

the Denver Swim Team’s starting blocks; excavated and repaired 50-feet of the macadam trail in 

the Denver Memorial Park due to tree root damage; prepped the paving project site at the North 

4th Street Playground; and, installed the benches, safety bollards, and trash can at the North 4th 

Street Playground.          

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the curb box inspections were completed per the Susquehanna 

River Basin Commission (SRBC) requirements and the Department started on the repairs. There 

are four (4) properties on the north end of the Borough that need to have letters mailed due to the 

shrubbery and two (2) properties where the curb boxes need to be dug out of either the concrete 

or macadam to repair. 

 Mr. Whetsel also reported that the Department worked on the leaf vacuum to get it ready 

for the leaf collection season; assisted at the Scout Cabin project by moving dirt piles; assisted 

the Denver Fair with the installation of the roadway signs; repaired a water leak in the 800 block 

of North 4th Street on Thursday which affected some residents who are now on a “Boil Water 

Advisory”; repaired a chlorine line that split at the Lower Reservoir; and painted additional 

crosswalks in the Borough.  Mr. Whetsel stated that Scott Mohn assembled a 60-gallon tank 

sprayer to spray weeds in the Borough.  The Department also hauled debris off the Borough Lot; 

made repairs to the Denver Memorial Park restrooms; verified the sewer main depth at the South 

4th Street Bridge for PennDOT; completed the Weight Hauler Application for the County; and, 

gathered the cost information together for the recycling alternatives at the Borough Lot Woody 

Yard Waste site.  Discussion followed.        

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the streetlight system purchase with PPL. Mr. 

Hession reported that on Friday he met with Councilman Daub, Todd Stewart, and Councilman 

South to discuss the cost projection that was put together by the consultant. Borough Council 

reviewed the three (3) cost proposals prepared by the consultant regarding ownership of the 

lights and poles and the replacement of the existing lights with LED lights.  The first cost 

proposal was based on the Borough agreeing to pay PPL’s price for the current system and then 

installing new LED lights.  The second proposal included the Borough notifying PPL to remove 

the lights and the Borough purchasing some of the underground fed poles from PPL and then 

installing LED lights.  The third cost proposal included a summary of costs if the Borough 

notified PPL to take out all of the lights and poles and the Borough purchased and installed new 

LED lights and new underground fed poles.  A summary of these terms will be drafted and 

distributed to Borough Council, the attorney, and the consultant for review.  Discussion 

followed. 
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Borough Council discussed the future of the Borough Lot facility including the 

processing and recycling of woody yard waste and the processing of other materials deposited at 

the site including grass clippings, leaves, dirt, mulch, and flowers. Mr. Hession reported that Mr. 

Whetsel has been in contact with Martin Mulch to obtain a cost for Martin Mulch to bring their 

chipper and loader to the Borough to recycle the woody yard waste.  Based on the projected fee 

charged per load of material taken from the site, this option should cost the Borough about the 

same as the current costs from Zeager Brothers.  The Borough will need to notify the community 

they cannot bring any walnut brush to the Borough Lot. A letter can be sent to everyone who has 

an Access Card to let them know about walnut brush and some signs can be put up at the lot to 

inform people.  Mr. Whetsel also checked with the county about their shredder and contracting 

with someone to do the loading and unloading, but the cost would be higher than the Martin 

Mulch option. Mr. Hession also reported in the future there may be a possibility for Denver and 

East Cocalico Township to partner for these services, however, the Board of Supervisors in East 

Cocalico Township will need to discuss this further.  Discussion followed concerning the 

dumping of grass, sod, flowers, and mulch at the site.  Councilman Cohick will contact Manheim 

Township to see if they may be interested in partnering with the Borough for the Borough to take 

these materials to their site on Oregon Pike.  Councilman Cohick will see if Manheim Township 

is willing to accept this material and if so, the cost to dump the material at their location. 

Borough Council discussed the request to name the PennDOT Bridge on Main Street by 

the Denver Memorial Park and Playground after Sam Snyder. Councilman Gensemer reported 

that Sam Snyder donated the land for the Denver Memorial Park and he also was a builder in the 

Borough. Mr. Hession reported that Representative Mindy Fee is willing to assist with this effort 

and the naming will need to be done via legislation at the state level.  The next step is for the 

Borough to gather information from Mr. Snyder’s family and to forward it to Representative Fee 

so that she can proceed with drafting the legislation.  Councilman Cohick made a motion, 

seconded by Councilman Flory, to recommend naming the PennDOT Bridge on Main Street by 

the Denver Memorial Park and Playground after Sam Snyder.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 

0.            

Borough Council discussed the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Local 

Stormwater BMP Implementation Grant Program. Mr. Hession reported that DEP has a new 

grant program for Best Management Practices (BMP) to give municipalities in MS4 areas the 

ability to apply for funding to install BMPs that will address storm water runoff into streams and 

creeks which ultimately lead to the Chesapeake Bay.  One (1) project the Borough is considering 

is to apply for funding to install a rain garden and swales on the Borough Lot to capture and filter 

runoff from the woody yard waste site prior to the runoff reaching the Cocalico Creek.  

Discussion followed. Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to 

proceed with the grant application for the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) 

Local Stormwater BMP Implementation Grant Program.  Motion carried 4 to 0.         

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the 

September, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Agreement and General Release 

between the Cocalico School District and the Borough of Denver for the paving repairs of a nine 

foot (9’) by sixty foot (60’) area located in the southbound lane adjacent to the centerline of 

South 4th Street near Access Road A to the Cocalico High School Campus.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0. 
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Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to contract with 

Keystone Gun-Krete Company to raise four (4) blocks of sidewalk on the Borough’s side 

parking area and two (2) blocks of sidewalk in the rear of the Municipal Building at a total cost 

of $850.00.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to permit Scott 

Mohn and Chris Mohn to archery hunt on the Borough’s Reservoir property, located at 803 

Reinholds Road, from October 3, 2015 through January 23, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 4 

to 0.  

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mayor Redcay discussed the results of the SpeedSentry Sign’s recording of speeds on 

Hawthorne Drive. Mr. Hession reported that the sign was recording vehicles during the Denver 

Lions Club Yard Sale on Saturday which may have helped reduce the average speed for the 

week.  The average vehicle speed during that week was 23.8 mph.  The Borough reinstalled the 

sign on the same pole on Friday, September 25th and the sign has been activated in the speed 

flashing mode.  The Borough will remove the sign on October 2nd and will compare the speeds 

for the two (2) weeks.  Discussion followed. 

 Mayor Redcay inquired about the Denver Heights Swale Remediation Project and the 

how the bankruptcy filing by one (1) of the property owners impacts the project.  Mr. Hession 

reported that the escrow funds are now frozen and a court in Florida will need to rule first 

concerning the bankruptcy case before it can be determined whether that escrow money can be 

used for the project.  Discussion followed.    

 Councilman Cohick reported that at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday October 31st at the Denver 

Park will be the planting of the trees to replace the ones that died.  

 Mr. Hession reported that “Trick or Treat” night will be held on Friday October 30th from 

6:00-8:00 p.m.  

 Councilman Gensemer reported that it is pretty much a done deal that West Cocalico 

Township and Adamstown Borough will contract for police services with Ephrata Borough.  

Councilman Gensemer stated that as disappointing as that is, he also understands that possibly 

five (5) officers could lose their jobs and one (1) of those officers may be about 19 days short of 

being vested in his retirement.  Discussion followed.        

 John Palm stated that during the last Borough Council meeting there was discussion 

regarding the second shed at 224 South 4th Street and he inquired if it was ever determined 

whether the second shed had to be removed. Mr. Hession reported that he did check with the 

Zoning Officer and the property owner did get all the proper permits.  Mr. Hession stated that the 

Zoning Hearing Board’s decision referenced the second shed, however, it did not require the 

second shed to be removed. 
 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.     

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 
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Action Items: 
 

- Motion to recommend naming the PennDOT Bridge on Main Street by the Denver 

Memorial Park and Playground after Sam Snyder.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.    

- Motion to proceed with the grant application for the Department of Environmental 

Protection’s (DEP) Local Stormwater BMP Implementation Grant Program.  Motion 

carried 4 to 0.         

- Motion to approve the September, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report. Motion 

carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 

Agreement and General Release between the Cocalico School District and the Borough 

of Denver for the paving repairs of a nine foot (9’) by sixty foot (60’) area located in the 

southbound lane adjacent to the centerline of South 4th Street near Access Road A to the 

Cocalico High School Campus.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to contract with Keystone Gun-Krete Company to raise four (4) blocks of 

sidewalk on the Borough’s side parking area and two (2) blocks of sidewalk in the rear of 

the Municipal Building at a total cost of $850.00.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to permit Scott Mohn and Chris Mohn to archery hunt on the Borough’s 

Reservoir property, located at 803 Reinholds Road, from October 3, 2015 through 

January 23, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.         


