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September 14, 2015 

 

The September 14th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Cohick, Fink, Flory, South, 

Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 John Palm asked about an issue with a shed at 224 South 4th Street being close to the property 

line which was reviewed by the Zoning Hearing Board and which he thought that the Zoning Hearing 

Board informed the resident that he had to move the shed to the appropriate distance from the property 

line and to remove the second shed. Mr. Palm stated that the second shed is still there.  Borough 

Manager Michael Hession responded that he knows that the shed has been moved the appropriate 

distance from the property line, however, he was unsure whether the Zoning Hearing Board’s ruling 

required the second shed to be removed.  He will review the Zoning Hearing Board’s Findings of Fact 

and Conclusion of Law concerning this case.  Discussion followed.        
 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the August 

10, 2015 and August 31, 2015 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that he does not have a report to give tonight.  Council Daub stated 

that he is very disappointed that the municipalities could not make the police issue work out.  

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that on August 11th he attended a streetlight meeting; on August 11th he 

attended the Planning Commission meeting; on August 12th he meet with Chief Beever for their 

quarterly meeting; on August 29th he attended the “End of the Summer Rock Fest” Concert at the 

Denver Park; and on September 2nd he attended a Denver Park Association meeting.  Mayor Redcay 

reported that there have been issues with speeding in Denver Heights Development and now the 

SpeedSentry sign is located there to record the speeds of vehicles. He also stated there are ongoing 

concerns regarding drug dealing and drug use in the Borough.  

 Mayor Redcay reported that the month of September is “Drug Awareness Month” and Mayor 

Gray of Lancaster made a proclamation to honor this month and encouraged other communities to find 

ways to bring awareness to drug use, drug abuse, and recovery.  One way for Denver Borough to do 

this is to approve the same proclamation that Mayor Gray did in Lancaster. Mayor Redcay read a 

Proclamation for Denver Borough.  Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Fink, to adopt Resolution No. 807 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Proclaiming the Month of September, 2015 as National Recovery 

Month in the Borough of Denver.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.         

 

Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Wallace reported that at the Cocalico High School there were some 

threatening comments written on the bathroom walls in two (2) of the boy’s bathroom stalls.  They did 

find the student who did it and he was expelled from school and the East Cocalico Police Department 

will be filing charges.  Junior Councilperson Wallace stated that this does raise the question about 

safety in the school and he believes if the school would have a fulltime School Resource Officer (SRO) 

it could solve a lot of potential problems. He also stated that he believes it would bring a healthy 
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relationship to the school and the students.  Borough Council thanked Junior Councilperson Wallace 

for his statement and informed him that the Borough recently approached the School District about 

having a SRO in the school and the Borough just received a letter from Dr. Bruce Sensenig stating that 

they don’t think they need an SRO in the school right now. Discussion followed.   

 Junior Councilperson Wallace also reported that the school year is off to a great start and he 

knows a lot of students are enjoying the new athletic facilities.   

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession reported that he received a call from Todd Goshert and Councilman Gensemer in 

response to the request from the owner of 717 Walnut Street to permit a visiting nurse or family 

member to park in front of their driveway from Tuesday September 15th to Saturday September 19th 

and to notify the police so they will not receive a parking ticket. Mr. Hession reported that he spoke to 

Chief Beever regarding this request and if Borough Council approves this request, the Borough can 

send a letter to the Police Department so the officers will be made aware not to ticket a vehicle parked 

in this location.  The Borough also can issue a temporary parking permit placard for the person to hang 

on their rear view mirror.   Discussion followed. Councilman South made a motion, seconded by 

Councilman Fink, to permit parking in front of the driveway at 717 Walnut Street, Denver from 

Tuesday, September 15, 2015 through Saturday, September 19, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously 6 

to 0. 

 Mr. Hession provided a review of the status of the Denver Heights Swale Remediation Project 

and the court order the Borough received on Tuesday, September 8th from the Lancaster County Court 

of Common Please which amended the original order from April 23, 2013, as a result of a bankruptcy 

filing from Scott Nye of 343 Hawthorne Drive.  The new court order essentially freezes the escrow 

funds for the project and no additional funds can be spent until the bankruptcy proceedings are 

complete.  Discussion followed. 

 Mr. Hession reported that on Thursday the Borough received notice from Zeager Brothers 

stating since Lancaster County is a quarantined county for the Thousand Cankers Disease which 

impacts Black Walnut trees, Zeager Brothers will no longer chip the material at the Borough Lot. The 

Borough has begun to contact other agencies such as the Lancaster County Solid Waste Management 

Authority (LCSWMA) and Martin Mulch to develop a list of alternative ways to continue to provide 

this service and recycle woody yard waste.  Borough Council also discussed the education component 

that the Borough will be required to undertake to inform residents that they can no longer bring Black 

Walnut trees or branches to the Borough Lot site to be recycled including sending a letter to all 

Borough Lot cardholders and to place signs at the site.  Discussion followed regarding the Borough 

Lot and whether the Borough may want to consider closing the Borough Lot and partnering with East 

Cocalico Township to provide this service at their facility.  Borough Council decided to discuss this 

issue further as well as the future collection of grass, weeds, dirt, and flowers at the Borough Lot site 

during their September 28th meeting. 

 Mr. Hession reported that the Borough received a letter from Dr. Sensenig stating that the 

School Board indicated they are not looking to add funding for a School Resource Officer (SRO) to 

their general budget expense for 2016-2017, but did say if there is information on grants they would be 

willing to investigate that possibility. Mr. Hession stated there has been information forwarded to the 

Borough about a grant that is available now which was shared with the School District. 

 Borough Council inquired if there was any response from the School District regarding the 

paving on South 4th Street. Mr. Hession reported that Councilman Gensemer stated he received a call 

from Dr. Sensenig regarding the paving, but the Borough has not officially received anything from the 

School District at this time.  Discussion followed.  
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Borough Council Comments 

 There were no Borough Council comments.  

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed police services for the Borough. Mr. Hession reported that the next 

thing that needs to be done is for the Borough to obtain the revised budget and staffing plan from East 

Cocalico Township as well as what the MMO portion will be for 2016. According to the current 

contract, the Borough’s cost is based on the lesser of two (2) things: what the Borough’s bill is for 

2015 minus the MMO for 2015 which is zero plus the Borough’s portion of MMO for 2016 or 

$500,578.00.  Discussion followed.    

Borough Council discussed the free legal assessment of the Borough’s cable franchise 

agreement offered by the Cohen Law Group.  Mr. Hession reported that the Borough’s cable franchise 

agreement is going to expire in September 2016 and the last contract was seven (7) years.  The 

Borough currently receives 5% back from what everyone in the Borough pays for cable services; 

receives free cable service for the Municipal Building and the Denver Fire Company; and the School 

District receives free cable service.  The Borough also receives free internet service. The Borough 

received notice from Cohen Law Group that they provide these services to the municipalities in 

Pennsylvania and offered to review the Borough’s current ordinance and will respond with what they 

think the potential could be to the Borough. East Cocalico Township had previously gone through this 

and saw an increase in revenue. The Borough currently receives approximately $50,000.00 a year in 

cable franchise fees.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Flory, to provide a copy of the Borough’s current cable franchise agreement and to request a free legal 

assessment of this document from the Cohen Law Group.  Motion carried 5 to 1 with Councilman 

Stover opposing the motion.      

Borough Council discussed the request from Elmer Huyard, 95 Firehouse Lane, Denver, PA, to 

archery hunt on the Borough’s Smokestown Well property.  Mr. Hession stated that Mr. Huyard 

submitted a letter asking permission and also signed off on a waiver. So far there were no other 

requests for this hunting season. Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman              

Fink, to approve the request from Elmer Huyard, 95 Firehouse Lane, Denver, PA, to archery hunt on 

the Borough’s Smokestown Well property.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.   

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the August, 

2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to authorize the President 

or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 

the Lancaster County Conservation District (LCCD) and the Borough of Denver.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to appoint Sandy Flory to 

fill the vacant term on the Denver Planning Commission, which term shall expire on December 31, 

2015.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0 with Councilman Flory abstaining from the vote.   

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to donate to the Friends 

of the Adamstown Area Library a 2016 Family Membership to the Denver Community Pool to be used 

as an auction item at their 2015 Bucks for Books Dinner and Auction.  Motion carried unanimously 6 

to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mayor Redcay reported that he received a complaint about vehicles rolling through the stop 

sign at the Jefferson Avenue and Fausnacht Street intersection since school has been back in session. 
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He was also forward a picture of a sign that New Holland Borough is using stating that rolling stops 

are a fine of $150.00 and the individual who complained asked if one (1) of these signs can be put at 

this intersection.  Discussion followed.     
 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to adjourn the meeting at        

7:55 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

  

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items:  
 

- Motion to approve the August 10, 2015 and August 31, 2015 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 

unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 807 – A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Proclaiming the Month of September, 2015 as 

National Recovery Month in the Borough of Denver.   Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.     

- Motion to permit parking in front of the driveway at 717 Walnut Street, Denver from Tuesday, 

September 15, 2015 through Saturday, September 19, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 

0. 

- Motion to provide a copy of the Borough’s current cable franchise agreement and to request a 

free legal assessment of this document from the Cohen Law Group.  Motion carried 5 to 1 with 

Councilman Stover opposing the motion.    

- Motion to approve the request from Elmer Huyard, 95 Firehouse Lane, Denver, PA, to archery 

hunt on the Borough’s Smokestown Well property. Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0.   

- Motion to approve the August, 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously  

- Motion to authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Lancaster County Conservation District 

(LCCD) and the Borough of Denver.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to appoint Sandy Flory to fill the vacant term on the Denver Planning Commission, 

which term shall expire on December 31, 2015.  Motion carried 5 to 0 with Councilman Flory 

abstaining from the vote.  

- Motion to donate to the Friends of the Adamstown Area Library a 2016 Family Membership to 

the Denver Community Pool to be used as an auction item at their 2015 Bucks for Books 

Dinner and Auction.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 6 to 0. 


