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October 26, 2015 

 

The October 26th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present:  Junior Councilperson Weaver, Cohick, Gensemer 

(via telephone until the Action Items), Flory, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The 

invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag.    

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 There were no citizens’ concerns.  
 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Flory inquired if anything was being planned for New Year’s Eve this year. 

Mayor Redcay reported that last year there was some discussion about planning an event, but he 

has not heard about any events being planned for this year. 

 Junior Councilperson Weaver reported that some students from the Leo Club and the 

National Honor Society have signed up to volunteer to help plant trees on Saturday at the Denver 

Memorial Park and Playground. 

 

Presentation 

David Fratangeli from PennDOT, Brian Watson from HDR, and Sue Fergesen from Stell 

Environmental, discussed PennDOT’s proposed South 4th Street Bridge Replacement Project. 

Mr. Fratangeli and Mr. Watson provided an overview of the project and the project schedule.  

They both also answered questions from Borough Council and representatives from the Cocalico 

School District, Denver Cold Storage, and property owners living adjacent to the bridge.  All 

parties agreed that having construction start as early as possible in 2017 would work best.  Also, 

the Cocalico School District and Denver Cold Storage expressed a willingness to work with the 

Borough to re-route school buses and trucks around the project area to help address traffic and 

possible congestion concerns.  The bridge will remain open to one (1) lane of traffic during the 

project with a potential state date of 2017.  Discussion followed.   

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC) Andy Boyer was not in attendance.  

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever reported on the following incidents and calls for service in the 

Borough during the past month:  on October 4th a bicycle valued at $130.00 was stolen from the 

front porch of the 300 block of Monroe Street; on October 12th some Halloween decorations 

were stolen from the front lawn of a residence in the 400 block of Main Street; the Department is 

investigating a possible assault of a juvenile victim in the 300 block of Main Street that was 

reported on October 15th; on October 16th at 3:00 p.m., a box truck turning left from South 4th 

Street onto Washington Street hit a vehicle traveling north bound on South 4th Street and there 

were no injuries; on October 18th at 5:10 a.m. officers responded to the 300 block of Hawthorne 

Drive for a report of fireworks being set off; on October 18th about 6:00 p.m., officers responded 

to the Denver Memorial Park for a report of someone driving recklessly through the Park and 

they stopped the vehicle matching the description and the driver denied it; on October 16th a 

child was taken to the Hershey Medical Center for treatment and the Department is investigating 
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a possible child abuse situation; on October 20th an officer initiated an abandoned vehicle 

process in the 100 block of South 4th Street; on October 21st about 10:00 p.m., officers responded 

to a report of three (3) people playing on the playground at the North 4th Street Playground and 

two (2) adults and one (1) juvenile were advised of the curfew; and, on October 22nd there was a 

hit-and-run accident that was reported in the 100 block of North 4th Street at about 7:15 a.m. 

where an unoccupied vehicle was struck.  Discussion followed.         

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton was not in attendance.  

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Rachel Weaver did not have a report to give.   

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Department pressure washed 

and resealed the Roller Skating/Ice Skating Rink at the Denver Park to get it ready for use this 

winter for ice skating.  The Department also painted the parking spaces by the Scout Cabin; 

painted the new handicap parking space at the North 4th Street Playground; worked with LB 

Water to test the Water System Use Meter because it was not registering properly and had the 

meter replaced; started leaf collection and there were some complaints about it being dusty; 

renewed the waste hauler license with DEP so the Borough can take debris into the Lancaster 

County Solid Waste Management Authority; and sent seven (7) letters to property owners 

notifying them to trim back bushes growing around curb boxes. 

 Mr. Whetsel also reported that the Department dug out the stone where the old scout 

cabin was and spread top soil and seeded the area; completed the quarterly L&I reports and the 

monthly reports; and worked with Kline’s to televise and clean the clogged sewer line at Kohl’s 

Coin Laundry.  The clogged was caused by a buildup of lint and about $20.00 to $30.00 in coins.  

The Department also treated 16 sewer lateral’s with root control; cleared two (2) trees that fell 

across the driveway to the reservoir; received and stored two (2) loads of salt in the salt bin 

getting for winter; replaced the fire hydrant at Weaver Road and Lancaster Avenue that was hit 

by a truck; and, tomorrow, the Department will prepare for the planting of the 18 trees at the 

Denver Park.      

  

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Denver Borough Draft Budget.  Borough Manager 

Michael Hession reported that the Finance Committee met last week to review the preliminary 

budget for the Borough.  Borough Council discussed the highlights of the proposed Budget 

which includes a proposed real estate tax increase from 3.0 mills to 3.5 mills, an 8.33% tax 

increase, which will net the Borough approximate $46,000.00 in additional General Fund 

revenues.  Borough Council also reviewed the proposed costs associated with the streetlight 

project, the projected salary and wage increases for 2016, the proposed health insurance costs for 

2016 which essentially are flat when compared to 2015 costs, and the $20,000.00 budgeted for 

engineering costs and $25,000.00 for legal fees for 2016.  Mr. Hession reported that the 2016 

Draft Budget includes an allocation of $85,000.00 for the Denver Fire Company; a line item of 

$475,000.00 for the Street Light Project; a line item allocation of $110,000.00 for 2016 street 

improvements which will be combined with $40,000.00 from the Liquid Fuels Fund for the 2016 
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Street Improvement Project.  The 2016 General Fund Budget also includes $3,500.00 to replace 

the filter covers at the Denver Community Pool and $3,500.00 to purchase a new vacuum for the 

Pool. The Borough has budgeted $12,240.00 for the Adamstown Area Library which has been 

the same allocation since 2010. The Borough also has budgeted $25,895.00 from the General 

Fund to the General Capital Fund and the big item is a new dump truck, plow, and salt spreader. 

The Borough also is looking at purchasing a new pool cover at about $11,000.00. Borough 

Council also reviewed highlights from the Water and Sewer Funds, which do not include a rate 

increase in 2016, as well as the three (3) capital funds.  Discussion followed concerning the draft 

budget and the proposed tax increase and Borough Council discussed looking into ways in which 

the Borough may be able to avoid a tax increase for 2016.  Councilman Cohick stated that he 

wants to go on the record stating that he would rather cut funding for the Adamstown Area 

Library first before cutting any funding for the Denver Fire Company.  The Finance Committee 

will meet again prior to the next Borough Council meeting to discuss these issues further. 

Borough Council discussed the Borough’s proposed increase to the Residential Rental 

License Fee from the current annual fee of $25.00 per residential rental unit to an annual fee of 

$30.00 per residential rental unit. Mr. Hession reported that this increase will add an additional 

$1,500.00 in revenue for the Borough to offset the costs to administer the program and to inspect 

the residential rental units.  The last time the annual residential rental unit fee was raised was in 

2010 when the fee increased from $15.00 per unit per year to $25.00 per unit per year.  

Discussion followed concerning the administration of the program, the cost to inspect the units, 

and the cost in other communities for these programs.  Following the discussion, Borough 

Council decided to increase the annual residential rental unit fee from the current $25.00 to 

$35.00.  Action to approve this increase will be included in the adoption of Resolution No. 808 – 

Fee Resolution. 

  Borough Council discussed the proposal from the Cohen Law Group for cable franchise 

renewal services and cable franchise fee audit services. Mr. Hession reported the Borough had 

never done an audit before and this group has worked with over 400 municipalities. East 

Cocalico Township recently used their services and saw an increase in the cable franchise fees. 

The Borough was provided a cost proposal to complete both a franchise agreement and an audit. 

The total cost from the Cohen Law Group to negotiate the franchise agreement renewal and to 

complete the franchise audit is a flat rate of $9,690.00.  Discussion followed.  

Borough Council discussed the draft Agreement for the use and maintenance of the 

Shober Family Scout House. A sample agreement was provided to Borough Council for review 

and a copy of the draft agreement was distributed to Brian Shober, the Denver Park Association, 

the Denver Lions Club, and the Boy Scouts for review and comment.  The agreement should be 

finalized in November and then official action can be taken to approve the agreement. The Boy 

Scouts will have the first right to use the building and the agreement details who is responsible 

for maintenance, utilities, insurance, and scheduling of the building.  Discussion followed.      

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the 

October, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to adopt 

Resolution No. 808 – A Resolution Of Borough Council Of The Borough Of Denver, Lancaster 

County, Pennsylvania, Reestablishing And Amending Fees To Be Charged In Connection With 

The Administration Of The Denver Zoning Ordinance And Other Borough Ordinances; Reestab-
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lishing And Amending Fees For Publications Of The Borough; Reestablishing And Amending 

Fees For Copies Of Certain Documents; And Reestablishing And Amending Fees For Miscella-

neous Borough Permits And Services.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to authorize the 

Borough to contract with the Cohen Law Group to conduct a cable franchise fee audit and a 

cable franchise fee renewal at the total cost of $9,690.00.  Motion carried 4 to 1 with Councilman 

Stover opposing.   

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to authorize the 

President of Borough Council to execute the Borough’s Act 902 Application for Recycling 

program Grant for funding to purchase a new Leaf Collection Vacuum and a Leaf Box 

Container.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.  

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to adopt Resolution 

No. 809 – A Resolution Requesting the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation To Provide a 

75 Per Centum Reimbursement to the Borough of Denver for All Costs Incurred in Relocating 

Water and Sanitary Sewer Lines Affected by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s 

South 4th Street Bridge Replacement Project.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 Mr. Hession reported that ServPro asked if Borough Council would grant them 

permission to place a container in the foyer of the Denver Municipal Building for residents to 

donate winter wear, coats, hats, and gloves, as part of their Winter Wear Drive. They are also 

going to have one in the Ephrata Municipal building. Anyone can drop off items up until 

December 16th and they will pick them up, get them cleaned, and donated them to the Water 

Street Ministries in Lancaster.  Borough Council agreed to permit this request. 

   

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to approve the October, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 808 – A Resolution Of Borough Council Of The 

Borough Of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Reestablishing And Amending 

Fees To Be Charged In Connection With The Administration Of The Denver Zoning 

Ordinance And Other Borough Ordinances; Reestablishing And Amending Fees For 

Publications Of The Borough; Reestablishing And Amending Fees For Copies Of Certain 

Documents; And Reestablishing And Amending Fees For Miscellaneous Borough 

Permits And Services.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the Borough to contract with the Cohen Law Group to conduct a 

cable franchise fee audit and a cable franchise fee renewal at the total cost of $9,690.00.  

Motion carried 4 to 1 with Councilman Stover opposing.   
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- Motion to authorize the President of Borough Council to execute the Borough’s Act 902 

Application for Recycling Program Grant for funding to purchase a new Leaf Collection 

Vacuum and a Leaf Box Container.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 809 – A Resolution Requesting the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation To Provide a 75 Per Centum Reimbursement to the 

Borough of Denver for All Costs Incurred in Relocating Water and Sanitary Sewer Lines 

Affected by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s South 4th Street Bridge 

Replacement Project.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.         


