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October 12, 2015 

 

The October 12th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

with the following Councilmembers present: Junior Councilperson Wallace, Cohick, Fink, 

Gensemer, Flory, South, Stover, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor 

Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger inquired if the Borough can install streetlights in the alleys. Councilman 

Daub reported that the Borough currently is working on the whole streetlight issue and is trying 

to go to a different lighting structure and perhaps after that point the Borough can revisit this 

question.  Discussion followed.    

 Mr. Wenger reported that everything is gone from the parking lot across from 119 North 

3rd Street and asked if the company moved.  Borough Manager Michael Hession reported it 

appears that the sale of that building fell through.  Discussion followed.   

 Mr. Wenger reported on several streetlights that are out in the Borough. Mr. Hession 

asked him to get the pole numbers and/or locations of the poles and contact the Borough office 

with that information and the Borough will forward the information to PPL for them to repair the 

lights.    

  

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the 

September 14, 2015 and September 28, 2015 meeting minutes.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 

0.  

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub reported that he participated on a conference call today with PPL to 

discuss the streetlight issue.   

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that on September 5th he performed a wedding for the Moyer’s 

and on September 7th he met with the owners of 349 Main Street concerning vandalism at the 

properties next door to them where two (2) vehicles had windows smashed.  The property owner 

asked him to express their concerns about this issue and he spoke with Chief Beever regarding 

this incident.  Mr. Hession reported that code enforcement letters have been sent to both property 

owners giving each of them 10 days to remove the vehicles.  Mayor Redcay also reported that he 

participated in the Chicken Wing Eating contest at the Denver Fair.    

 Mayor Redcay reported that this Saturday, October 17th, there will be a Fall Festival at 

the Denver Memorial Park from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The free event will be hosted by Harvest 

Fellowship Church with other churches participating and will include rides, games, and free food 

for the whole community.     

 

Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Wallace reported that he has been spending time orchestrating the 

Fall Community Project for the Student Government and National Honor Society Chapter at the 

Cocalico High School where on various times in October and November students will go to local 
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grocery stores and set up tables in the lobby to distribute information about the School and local 

food bank organizations like Peter’s Porch.  Councilman Daub inquired if he had any progress 

with discussing the School Resource Officer (SRO) issue with representatives from the Cocalico 

School District.  Junior Councilperson Wallace reported he hasn’t had a chance to speak to Mr. 

Irvine the High School Principal, but after cross country is over he will take the time.                     

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession asked if Junior Councilperson Wallace would inform students at the 

Cocalico High School that there will be a tree planting project at the Denver Memorial Park on 

Saturday October 31st at 8:00 a.m. and they are welcome to come and help with the planting. 

These trees will be replacing the trees that died from the original planting in April.   

 Mr. Hession reported that the Cocalico School District’s contractor was on site today and 

paved the two (2) areas of the school that needed to be addressed. The Borough’s Engineer 

inspected the excavation and paving and everything went as planned.   

 Mr. Hession reported that he has one other Action Item to add to tonight’s meeting. It is a 

motion to approve a payment application for the contractor at the North 4th Street Playground 

contingent upon the contractor submitting the required paperwork.  The contractor, Farhat 

Excavating, has completed their work and has submitted their payment application to Hanover 

Engineering.  Hanover Engineering is waiting for the maintenance bonds and the as-built 

drawings which Farhat Excavating indicated they mailed to Hanover on Friday.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

Borough Council Committee Reports 

 Councilman Cohick reminded everyone one about the tree planting at the Denver 

Memorial Park on Saturday October 31st at 8:00 a.m.   

 

Borough Council Comments 

 There were no Borough Council comments.  

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of the streetlight system purchase with PPL. Mr. 

Hession reported that Borough Council was provided information regarding costs estimates as 

well as some information concerning what he and Councilman Daub discussed today with 

representatives from PPL.  Borough Council discussed the pending action to invoke the 

Borough’s contractual rights to notify PPL to officially remove the street lights within the 

required deadline. Borough Council reviewed a copy of the draft letter to be sent to PPL 

following action by Borough Council.  Councilman Daub asked Todd Stewart to provide an 

overview of what has occurred to date between the Borough and PPL and what tonight’s action 

will mean for the Borough.  Discussion followed. 

Borough Council discussed the free legal assessment of the Borough’s cable franchise 

agreement offered by the Cohen Law Group. Mr. Hession reported on the conference call he had 

today with Natausha Horton, an attorney from the Cohen Law Group, who gave an overview of 

the Borough’s current franchise agreement which expires in September of 2016.  Ms. Horton 

recommended the Borough consider a new franchise agreement with a longer term of at least 

nine (9) years.  She also recommended that the Borough consider having an audit completed of 

Blue Ridge to make sure the franchise fee is being calculated properly.   Mr. Hession reported 
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that the Cohen Law Group will be submitting a written proposal to the Borough for the cost to 

develop and negotiate the franchise fee agreement as well as a cost for the audit. Borough 

Council will review and discuss the proposal during the next Borough Council meeting. 

Borough Council discussed the Borough’s municipal insurance renewal for 2016 and the 

recommendation from Marty Gerhart with Harding Yost Insurance to obtain a renewal cost from 

Glatfelter Insurance before the Borough decides to obtain cost proposals from other insurance 

companies for these services.  Mr. Gerhart requested a quote from Glatfelter Insurance by the 

end of October/beginning of November and once received, Borough Council can review the cost 

proposal and determine whether the Borough will renew with Glatfelter or whether the Borough 

will request additional proposals.  Discussion followed and Borough Council decided to wait 

until the Borough receives the renewal costs from Glatfelter before deciding whether to sign the 

renewal or to obtain additional cost proposal.  

Borough Council discussed potential discussion topics for the Cocalico Regional Leaders 

Meeting at the East Cocalico Township Municipal Building on Tuesday, October 27, 2015.  

Borough Council suggested adding to the agenda a discussion concerning a School Resource 

Officer (SRO) for the Cocalico School District and an update concerning the status of the 

property at 1925 North Reading Road.  Discussion followed and Borough Council also wanted to 

add to the agenda a discussion concerning police coverage at the Cocalico School District 

beginning in January, 2016. 

Borough Council also discussed the current term of the police contract and their desire to 

extend the current contract an additional two (2) years to make the contract a five (5) year 

contract.  Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to notify the East 

Cocalico Township Board of Supervisors that representatives from the Borough are interested in 

meeting with representatives from East Cocalico Township to discuss extending the Borough’s 

current Agreement with East Cocalico Township for police services to a five (5) year 

Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.                   

Borough Council discussed the proposed street specification changes recommended by 

the Borough’s Street Committee. Councilman Stover reported that the Street Committee met last 

week with Perry Kern from Burkholder Paving to obtain a cost projection for next year’s street 

project to include in the 2016 Budget.  Mr. Kern suggested not reclaiming the street due to the 

high cost and instead to mill the street 13-inches in depth and to install eight-inches (8”) of stone, 

four and one-half inches (4 ½”) of base blacktop, and one and one-half inches (1 ½”) of final 

wearing course.  Councilman Stover also discussed the Borough’s current street specifications 

and recommended some changes to the current requirements to include 8” of No. 2A stone, 4 ½” 

of Base Course, and 1 ½” of Wearing Course.  These recommendations also were reviewed and 

approved by the Borough Engineer prior to the meeting.  Discussion followed and Councilman 

Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the Borough Solicitor to 

advertise an ordinance with the proposed specifications recommended by the Street Committee.  

Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Borough Council discussed the Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) 

Municipal Recycling Grant Program (Act 902 of Section 101). Mr. Hession reported that the 

grant application is due in November and the Borough would be applying for funding to 

purchase a new leaf vacuum and leaf box container. The current leaf vacuum dates back to the 

mid 1990’s and most of the parts have been replaced.  Mr. Hession stated that there is a pre-grant 

workshop meeting scheduled with representatives from DEP and Lancaster County Solid Waste 

Management Authority (LCSWMA) for next Monday. The Borough will apply for 
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approximately $36,000.00 in funding to purchase the new leaf vacuum and leaf collection box.  

The grant will fund 90% of the purchase cost and the Borough will be required to provide the 

10% match.  Discussion followed. Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman 

Flory, to authorize the Borough to submit a grant application to the Department of 

Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Municipal Recycling Grant Program (Act 902 of Section 

101).  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.        

 

Action Items 

Councilman Fink made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the 

September, 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to authorize the 

Borough Manager to submit in writing an official notice to Harry Devine at PPL informing PPL 

that the Borough of Denver is invoking our contractual rights to have PPL remove its streetlights 

and all associated fixtures from the Borough within six (6) months from the date of this notice.  

Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to transfer 

$6,780.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the September, 2015 PPL 

streetlight invoice.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to transfer 

$20,000.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the October, November, 

and December, 2015 PPL streetlight invoices.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to permit Brian 

Weaver to archery hunt on the Borough’s Reservoir property, located at 803 Reinholds Road, 

from October 3, 2015 through January 23, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

 Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve payment 

application #1 submitted by Farhat Excavating in the amount of $55,527.50 for the North 4th 

Street Playground Redevelopment Project contingent upon the submission of the Maintenance 

Bond and As-Built drawings.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.   

 

Unfinished Business 

 Borough Council discussed the paving repairs on Main Street in the area where UGI 

connected the Trinity United Methodist Church to the gas main on Main Street. 

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:58 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

 Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 

- Motion to approve the September 14, 2015 and September 28, 2015 meeting minutes.  

Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to notify the East Cocalico Township Board of Supervisors that representatives 

from the Borough are interested in meeting with representatives from East Cocalico 

Township to discuss extending the Borough’s current Agreement with East Cocalico 
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Township for police services to a five (5) year Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously 

7 to 0.                   

- Motion to authorize the Borough Solicitor to advertise an ordinance with the proposed 

specifications recommended by the Street Committee.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 

0. 

- Motion to authorize the Borough to submit a grant application to the Department of 

Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Municipal Recycling Grant Program (Act 902 of 

Section 101).  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.        

- Motion to approve the September, 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 

7 to 0.  

- Motion to authorize the Borough Manager to submit in writing an official notice to Harry 

Devine at PPL informing PPL that the Borough of Denver is invoking our contractual 

rights to have PPL remove its streetlights and all associated fixtures from the Borough 

within six (6) months from the date of this notice.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to transfer $6,780.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for 

the September, 2015 PPL streetlight invoice.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to transfer $20,000.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for 

the October, November, and December, 2015 PPL streetlight invoices.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to permit Brian Weaver to archery hunt on the Borough’s Reservoir property, 

located at 803 Reinholds Road, from October 3, 2015 through January 23, 2016.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0.  

- Motion to approve payment application #1 submitted by Farhat Excavating in the amount 

of $55,527.50 for the North 4th Street Playground Redevelopment Project contingent 

upon the submission of the Maintenance Bond and As-Built drawings.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0.   

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.   


