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July 27, 2015 

 

The July 27th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Cohick, Flory, Stover, and Daub.  The invocation was 

given by Councilman Daub, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

  

Citizen’s Concerns 

 There were no citizens’ concerns.  

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Cohick reported that the Scout Cabin project is coming along. Borough 

Manager Michael Hession reported that the drywall work and will be completed this week and 

the next step will be to pave the parking lot.  The Borough already had the four (4) trees in this 

area removed and the excess wood has been taken away by a volunteer.   

 Councilman Flory reported that he and Councilman Stover attended DenTECH’s Open 

House at 1975 North Reading Road on Friday.      

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer was not in attendance.  

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever reported on recent incidents that happened in the Borough. On July 

13th a complaint was received from a Borough resident of an individual soliciting door-to-door 

where the subject was located and the person did not have a solicitation permit and he received a 

violation summons.  Chief Beever reported that during the past month, the Department handled 

two (2) parking complaints about trailers being parked on the Borough streets in violation of 

Borough Ordinances as well as handled several parked vehicles that were interfering with line 

painting.  On July 16th just before midnight, a patrolling officer discovered a parked vehicle in 

the rear of the Cocalico High School and the occupants stated that they were star gazing.  On 

July 18th at 10:15 a.m., an elderly gentlemen on his morning walk developed a heart issue in the 

500 block of Main Street and asked a passerby, who was an off-duty police officer, to call 911.  

Both officers assisted the gentlemen until helped arrived.  Lastly, on July 23rd a resident of the 

700 block of Oak Street reported the theft of two (2) wedding rings sometime over the past two 

(2) months valued at over $1,300.00 dollars.  Discussion followed.     

 

Denver Fire Company Report  

Chief Shannon Hilton reported that as of today’s date in 2015 there were 114 calls for 

service and 25 of these calls were emergency calls.  A total of 1,312 men responded with an 

average of 13.8 responding per call.  The Fire Company’s average response time for these calls is 

three (3) minutes.  Chief Hilton also reported that on July 3rd, the Fire Company received notice 

they will be receiving a $135,200.00 grant award from FEMA for 26 new air packs.  Also, on 

Saturday, August 1st, the Fire Company will be participating in the Reinholds Fire Company’s 

Anniversary Parade and Ceremony.  Chief Hilton also reported that on July 19th at 4:47 p.m., the 

Fire Company was dispatched for a cardiac arrest at the Denver Memorial Park, however, the 

location of the cardiac arrest was actually at the Bon View Linear Park on Monroe Street. The 

caller did not know her location and couldn’t recall where she was. Chief Hilton wanted to know 

if there is any way the Borough can install some signage in both parks reminding people of the 
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name of the park.  Discussion followed regarding this issue and it will also be discussed with the 

Denver Park Association.          

 

Police Advisory Board Update 

Police Advisory Board Representative John Weaver reported that the Police Advisory 

Board met on July 23rd and reviewed the two (2) letters that were sent from East Cocalico 

Township and Denver Borough to Adamstown Borough and West Cocalico Township.  Both 

Adamstown Borough and West Cocalico Township had submitted letters requesting additional 

information concerning police services in 2016.  Adamstown Borough requested a five (5) year 

projected cost and scope of coverage and West Cocalico Township requested a scope of 

coverage.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Daub also reported that he met with Councilman 

Gensemer, Mr. Hession, and Dr. Bruce Sensenig, Chris Irvine, and Bradley Testa from the 

Cocalico School District to discuss the development of a School Resource Officer in the District.  

Dr. Sensenig will discuss this request with the School Board members.  Discussion followed.      

 

Junior Councilperson Report 

Jr. Councilperson Weaver was not in attendance.   

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Public Works Department 

started the Borough’s street line painting with the new paint machine; removed a bunch of poles 

at the Denver Memorial Park that were laying along the driveway; completed the required end of 

the month and quarterly reports; placed additional stone around the various Park pavilions; 

sprayed weeds around the Borough and in the Park; flushed the storm drain lines in the Park; 

completed some black topping on East Lancaster Avenue and Poplar Street; and searched for a 

water leak at the Park based on a report of a leak, however, they did not find a leak in the Park. 

 Mr. Whetsel reported that he met with Mr. Hession, Borough Engineer Farley Fry, and 

representatives from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to discuss the 

Borough’s Water Allocation Permit Application; met with Mr. Hession to review the Borough’s 

MS4 stormwater management plan; and, will attend a cross connection backflow prevention 

seminar with Scott Mohn on July 29th.  Mr. Whetsel also reported that the Department started 

working on stone alley repairs; ordered street signs and sign brackets to replace all the street 

signs in Denver Heights; spread topsoil in low areas in the Denver Memorial Park; and spread 

mosquito larvaeside in designated locations in the Borough. Discussion followed.                

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed PennDOT’s South 4th Street Bridge Project and the potential 

utility costs to the Borough of Denver. Mr. Hession reported that PennDOT’s projected start date 

for construction is the spring of 2017.  The bridge will be removed and reconstructed and will be 

rebuilt one (1) lane at a time. On September 28th representatives from PennDOT will be 

attending the Borough Council meeting to give a public presentation to Borough Council. The 

Borough will invite representatives from the Denver Fire Company, the East Cocalico Police 

Department, the Cocalico School District, local industries, and residents to attend the public 

presentation.  Mr. Hession also reported that during the utility meeting at the bridge with 

representatives from PennDOT and other utilities in the area, PennDOT discussed the 

replacement of the 10-inch water main that is running through the existing bridge, the sanitary 

sewer main located adjacent to the current wing wall, and the stormwater inlets.  PennDOT 

discussed entering into an agreement with the Borough to pay for 75% of the utility 
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improvements which right now will include a new water main on the bridge and the installation 

of two (2) new water main valves on both sides of the bridge.  The Borough will be responsible 

for 25% of that cost.  The Borough’s engineer would have to develop the plans and 

specifications and PennDOT will include this work in their project bid.   In the past when South 

4th Street and Main Street was reconstructed, PennDOT split the utility work with the Borough 

based on a 50/50 cost share.  The Borough will discuss this with the Borough Engineer and 

obtain a cost estimate for the work.  The funding to make these improvements will be included in 

the Borough’s 2017 Budget.  Discussion followed. 

 

Action Items 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to approve the 

July, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the 

temporary traffic pattern changes for the 2015 Denver Fair beginning on Monday, September 14, 

2015 and ending on Monday, September 21, 2015, and to authorize the Borough’s Public Works 

Department to install the Denver Fair Committee’s temporary directional signs.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0.  
Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve Jan’s 

Circle of Friends Jan’s Daisy Dash 5K walk/run in the Borough Saturday October 24, 2015 

starting at 9:00 a.m. contingent on the event being scheduled with the Denver Fire Police and the 

East Cocalico Police Department.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.     

 

Unfinished Business 

 There was no unfinished business. 

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:23 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.  

 

Michael Hession 

  Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 

- Motion to approve the July, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the temporary traffic pattern changes for the 2015 Denver Fair 

beginning on Monday, September 14, 2015 and ending on Monday, September 21, 2015, 

and to authorize the Borough’s Public Works Department to install the Denver Fair 

Committee’s temporary directional signs.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 
- Motion to approve Jan’s Circle of Friends Jan’s Daisy Dash 5K walk/run in the Borough 

Saturday October 24, 2015 starting at 9:00 a.m. contingent on the event being scheduled 

with the Denver Fire Police and the East Cocalico Police Department.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0.     

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

 


