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June 29, 2015 

 

The June 29th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Jr. Councilmember Weaver, Cohick, Fink, Gensemer, 

Flory, South, Stover, and Daub. The invocation was given by Councilman  

Daub, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Heather Shanaman from the 300 block of Main Street reported her concern regarding 

vehicles going over the speed limit in the 300 block of Main Street.  Discussion followed.     

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Cohick reported that he was at the Scout Cabin project site and he provided 

an update of the progress at the site to date. 

 Councilman Cohick reported that he is still planning to visit and tour the Lancaster 

County Solid Waste Management Authority’s transfer station and when he does, he is planning 

on getting some recycle bins for the Denver Memorial Park.  

 Councilman South reported that he recently dropped off some magazines at the magazine 

dumpster and he noticed that it was quite full and he is glad that the facility is getting used by the 

community. 

 

Jr. Councilperson Report 

 Jr. Councilperson Weaver did not have a report.  

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer did not have a report.  

 

Police Department Report  

Chief George Beever reported on the following incidents that happened in the Borough:  

on May 19th there was a reported theft on the 500 block of Walnut Street; on May 21st a 22 year 

old Borough resident was charged with disorderly conduct after a disturbance in the first block of 

Catalpa Circle; between May 27th and May 28th a windshield on a vehicle parked in the 300 

block of Walnut Street was smashed; on May 21st at 4:20 a.m., a Denver resident was cited for 

harassment after a disturbance at his residence in the 800 block of Evergreen Street; on June 10th 

at 12:20 p.m. there was a two (2) car crash at the intersection of Locust Street and North 6th 

Street; on June 22nd there was a report of a check book stolen from a residence in the 200 block 

of Fausnacht Drive; on June 23rd officers stopped a vehicle on North 6th Street for an expired 

registration the driver was a resident of West Cocalico Township and had a Chester County 

Bench warrant active for him so he was taken into custody and turned over to Chester County 

Authorities; on June 25th, $1,500.00 in cash was reported stolen from a commercial vehicle 

parked in the rear of 226 Main Street and is still under investigation; and on June 27th both side 

view mirrors and windshield wiper arms were torn off a vehicle parked in the rear of a residence 

in the 400 block of Main Street.  Discussion followed       

 

Denver Fire Company Report  

Chief Shannon Hilton reported on Denver Fire Company activity form January 1st until 

June 29th including 102 total calls for service with an average of 11.6 members responding per 

call, 726 man hours, 46 hours in service, and an average response time of 3.8 minutes.  The 
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service has included seven (7) working fires and four (4) extrications.  Chief Hilton also reported 

that the County’s radio system went live May 12th and the Fire Company has not experienced 

any major problems.  Also, the Fire Company submitted a grant application to FEMA for 

funding to purchase new SCDA devises.  Discussion followed. 

 

Police Advisory Board Update  

Councilman Gensemer reported that he continues to meet with Mr. Hession, Councilman 

Daub, and the supervisors at East Cocalico Township trying to work through some details of a 

potential budget for the Police Department using different scenarios. The Board is continuing to 

reach out to West Cocalico Township and Adamstown Borough.   East Cocalico Township did 

receive a request for a one (1) year contract for police service from one of the municipalities and 

letters will be sent to both municipalities providing them with a cost for service for 2016 and 

asking for a response from them by September 1st.  Discussion followed.       

 

Presentation 

Borough Council President Daub presented George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, 

with a plaque in recognition of his 40 years of service to Denver Borough.  Borough Council 

thanked Mr. Whetsel for his service to the Denver community. 

 

Director of Public Work’s Report 

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Public Works Department found and repaired a small water 

leak in one (1) of the copper service lines under the walk way going into the Denver Community 

Pool; repaired the pump at the Pool; installed the water and sewer lines into the Scout Cabin and 

completed the blacktop repairs to Spruce Street and the trail where the water and sewer lines 

were connected; completed some repairs to the Denver Park driveway in anticipation of the 

upcoming oil and chip project; sprayed weeds throughout the Borough; updated the radio system 

for the Water Department; and reviewed a water line inspection and pressure test at the Cocalico 

High School.  Mr. Whetsel sent out two (2) violation notices for pools in the Borough that were 

installed without a permit and the pools have since been taken down; completed the end of the 

month reports; and worked with Reilly Sweeping to complete the hydraulic spill clean-up on 

Tamarack Drive. 

 Mr. Whetsel reported that the Department completed the crack sealing of various street.  

He also met with representatives from the PA Turnpike Commission at the North 5th Street 

Bridge to discuss the sink hole forming at the gutter.  Mr. Whetsel reported that the brush pile at 

the Borough Lot has been chipped and the Department fixed two (2) storm basins on Hawthorne 

Drive and one (1) at Locust Street and North 4th Street in preparation for the work that will be 

done. Discussion followed. Mr. Hession reported there will be a meeting on Thursday with 

Martin Paving to discuss the schedule for the Oil & Chip Project in Denver Heights.     

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed parking concerns in the two (2) hour parking section of the 

Main Street Business District. Mr. Hession reported the Borough has received a series of 

complaints about parking in the Business District in excess of two (2) hours and he has been in 

touch with the East Cocalico Police Department on numerous occasions to mark tires to make 

sure people are complying with the parking restrictions. Mr. Hession reported that there was a 

request to change the starting time for the two (2) hour parking to start at 6:00 a.m. instead of the 

current 8:00 a.m.  There also needs to be a plan for enforcement. There are some repeat offenders 

who tend to push it as long as they can. The Borough sent a letter to the property owners in the 
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Business District inviting them to attend Borough Council’s meeting to share any of their 

comments or concerns regarding this issue. Ms. Shanaman reported they are homeowners there 

for almost eight (8) years and she knows that the Courtyard Café makes frequent calls 

concerning the parking.  Ms. Shanaman stated that her household has one (1) parking space in 

the back and they also park out front.  There also is a handicap parking space her grandfather 

uses who lives with them. She expressed her concerns and struggle not park in the two (2) hour 

section and has a concern about changing the restrictions to 6:00 a.m. since it is just the 

Courtyard Café’ that is open early except on Saturday’s when the barber shop is open at 7:00 

a.m. Jerry Harding reported that he did not realize there was a problem until he received the 

letter and he realizes there are sporadic time when spaces are full.  Discussion followed 

regarding the parking issues on Main Street and Borough Council decided to continue the 

discussion concerning this issue.             

Borough Council discussed the Borough of Denver’s grant application to the 

Commonwealth Financing Authority for the Denver Memorial Park Redevelopment Project. The 

project includes the installation of a five-foot wide, 1,855 feet long extension of the Denver 

Memorial Park Annex Trail; 21 accessible park benches; a series of rain gardens and infiltration 

best management practices; eight (8) ADA accessible walkways; and an ADA accessible off-

street parking facility in the Denver Memorial Park and Park Annex.  Currently the majority of 

the facilities at the Denver Park are not handicap accessible.  The grant application includes a 

request for $189,193.00 in grant funds and a match from the Borough and the Recreation Board 

totaling $33,500.00.  If awarded the grant, the Borough also will request funding from the 

Denver Park Association and the Denver Fair Committee.  The total project cost is $222,693.00.  

Discussion followed.      

Borough Council discussed the recommendation to purchase a new impeller and flange 

for the Denver Community Pool pump at a total cost of $1,660.00, plus freight. Councilman 

Daub reported that the Director of Public Works had discussed earlier that there are problems 

with the pump at the pool.  Both pool motors have been reconditioned and this is a separate part 

to replace one (1) of the original pieces of the pump. Discussion followed. Councilman South 

made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to authorize the Borough to purchase a new 

a new impeller and flange for the Denver Community Pool pump at a total cost of $1,660.00, 

plus freight.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Borough Council discussed the 2016 Street Improvement Project – curb and gutter 

replacement on North 5th Street between Cherry Alley and Pine Street. Mr. Hession reported that 

when the committee was looking at the handicap ramps that will be replaced this year they also 

inspected the sections of North 5th Street from Main Street to Pine Street that will be 

reconstructed and repaved in 2016 and recognized that the majority of curbing in this area is 

attached to a concrete gutter in the street.  When the Borough contracts to reconstruct the street, 

the concrete gutter will be removed which may result in the concrete curb breaking and being 

damaged.  Historically the Borough has required property owners to pay for curb that needs to be 

replaced prior to a street project, however, when the concrete gutter has had to be removed in the 

past and it is attached to the curb, the Borough paid for the replacement of the curbing in these 

sections of the streets being repaved since the roadway reconstruction could damage the curbing.  

Discussion followed concerning the projected 2016 project and the Borough including the 

replacement of the curbing and attached gutter in the Borough’s project.  Borough Council also 

discussed the replacement of curbing on the Roy Sweigart’s property and decided to replace this 

entire stretch of curbing as well.  Also discussed was the condition of North 5th Street and the 

issues that may be caused by the brick gutters.  Borough Council agreed to replace the sections 
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of curbing connected to the concrete gutter on North 5th Street from Main Street to Pine Street 

along with Mr. Sweigart’s curbing as part of the Borough’s 2016 street reconstruction project. 

      

Action Items 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to approve the 

June, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adopt the revised 

Denver Borough Personnel Policy Manual.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to adopt Resolution 

No. 804 – A Resolution Fixing Wages and Compensation for Certain Borough Appointed 

Officers and Employees, Effective July 1, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to adopt Resolution 

No. 805 - A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Authorizing the Borough of Denver to Submit a Grant Application for a 

Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program Grant from the Commonwealth Financing 

Authority.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0.   

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Fink, to adopt Resolution 

No. 806 - A Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania, Authorizing the President of Borough Council to Execute the Five Year Winter 

Traffic Services Agreement between the Borough of Denver and the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to waive and release 

Reamstown Excavating, Inc. from any and all injuries, damages, property damages, or injuries 

suffered by the Borough of Denver to a Sycamore tree located in the public right-of-way 

between the sidewalk and curb of the property at 504 Pine Street due to your replacement of the 

existing handicap ramp located adjacent to the tree.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 There was no unfinished business. 

 

Adjournment 

  Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:18 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items:     

 

- Motion to authorize the Borough to purchase a new a new impeller and flange for the 

Denver Community Pool pump at a total cost of $1,660.00, plus freight.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the June, 2015 Monthly Invoices and Bills Report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt the revised Denver Borough Personnel Policy Manual.  Motion carried 

unanimously 7 to 0. 
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- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 804 – A Resolution Fixing Wages and Compensation for 

Certain Borough Appointed Officers and Employees, Effective July 1, 2015.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 805 - A Resolution of the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Authorizing the Borough of 

Denver to Submit a Grant Application for a Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program 

Grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 806 - A Resolution of the Borough Council of the 

Borough of Denver, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Authorizing the President of 

Borough Council to Execute the Five Year Winter Traffic Services Agreement between 

the Borough of Denver and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  Motion 

carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to waive and release Reamstown Excavating, Inc. from any and all injuries, 

damages, property damages, or injuries suffered by the Borough of Denver to a Sycamore 

tree located in the public right-of-way between the sidewalk and curb of the property at 

504 Pine Street due to your replacement of the existing handicap ramp located adjacent to 

the tree.  Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 7 to 0. 


