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May 11, 2015 

 

The May 11th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with 

the following Councilmembers present: Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, South, Stover, and Mayor 

Redcay. The invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag.  In the absence of Council President Daub, Vice President Gensemer 

presided over the meeting.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger inquired about the old Weave buildings and wanted to know if the 

Borough will be tearing them down or making apartments out of them.  Borough Manager 

Michael Hession reported that the Borough does not own the buildings and does not have the 

right to renovate or tear down the buildings.  Mr. Hession also reported that there have been 

people interested in purchasing the buildings.  Discussion followed.   

 Mr. Wenger inquired if Borough Council heard anything regarding the future of the 

Denver House.  Mr. Wenger was informed the building is up for sale and the owner decided not 

to renew the liquor license. Discussion followed.  

 Gary Read stated his concerns about the street sweeping and he didn’t think they did that 

good of a job. He reported various areas in the Borough did not look done and the hydraulic oil 

spill could be followed in the Denver Heights Development. Mr. Hession reported on the street 

sweeping, equipment failure, and the fact the Borough was not as happy with the results by the 

company who has been doing it for the last eight (8) years. The company was approached about 

reducing the cost for this service because the Borough thought there were some problems and is 

waiting to hear back from the company. Discussion followed regarding the street sweeping. It 

was suggested that the Street Committee visit the Denver Heights Development to review the 

hydraulic fluid spill on Tamarack Drive. 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to approve the April 

13, 2015 and April 27, 2015 meeting minutes with a correction to a motion on the April 13, 2015 

meeting minutes stating that the motion to proceed with changing the two (2) streetlights at the 

North 4th Street and Main Street intersection and replacing them with LED streetlights failed 5 to 

1 with Councilmen Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, South, and Daub voting no and Councilman Fink 

voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Borough Council President 

 Councilman Daub was not in attendance.  

 

Mayor 

 Mayor Redcay reported that he attended the Planning Commission meeting on April 14th; 

a meeting with Chief Beever and Michael Hession on April 15th; and he spoke at the Cocalico 

Middle School National Honor Society New Inductee Ceremony on April 22nd.  Mayor Redcay 

also reported that on April 23rd he attended the Policy Advisory Board Meeting; on April 25th he 

attended the Denver Future Vision Summit; on April 28th he attended the Regional Leaders 

meeting; on May 7th he briefly attended the Denver Future Summit update meeting; and on May 

7th he attended the West Cocalico Supervisors meeting.         
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Junior Councilperson 

 Junior Councilperson Weaver was not in attendance.  

 

Borough Manager 

 Mr. Hession reported on the water billed vs. the water used calculations for the Borough. 

Earlier in the year the Borough conducted a water audit and leak detection program and two (2) 

leaks were found. One leak totaled approximately 50,000 gallons per day and that leak recently 

was repaired.  The other leak is at a fire hydrant and service to that hydrant has been shut off 

until it can be replaced. As a result of the repair the Borough went from billing 78% of the water 

used to billing 85% last quarter and the leak was fixed mid quarter. Hopefully the next full 

quarter the Borough will be back up to billing 90% of the amount of water used in the Borough.   

 Mr. Hession updated Borough Council on property maintenance issues that are beginning 

to surface.  The Borough has issued four (4) letters to property owners.  Two (2) letters were sent 

concerning debris in the yard at 505 Locust Street and 843 Locust Street and the other two (2) 

letters were for grass at 126 North 5th Street and 816 Oak Street. Mr. Hession also reported that 

after receiving a copy of the legislation concerning sales of cars he sent a letter to the property 

owner on Monroe Street along with a copy of the state law on this potential violation.    

 Mr. Hession reported that he received a call from a property owner on North 6th Street 

and Elm Street regarding two (2) large sick Oak trees on their property.  The property owner is 

contracting with a service to remove the trees on Wednesday, May 13th.  The trees are located 

adjacent to the corner and there is a concern of motorist turning off of North 6th Street onto Elm 

Street and being confronted with the large equipment.  The property owner asked if the Borough 

would close Elm Street at North 6th Street while the crew is taking the trees down.  The Borough 

will provide the traffic control devices to close that section of the street.   Councilman Cohick 

made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to close Elm Street at North 6th Street on 

Wednesday, May 13th for the removal of two (2) Oak trees.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.             

 Mr. Hession reminded Borough Council with Memorial Day scheduled for May 25th, the 

next Borough Council meeting will be held on Monday, May 18th.  

 

Borough Council Committee Reports 

 Councilman Cohick reported that he is still working on trying to get a dumpster at the 

Borough Lot for the yard waste. He has been in contact with the Lancaster Solid Waste 

Management Authority and there are three (3) dates available to tour the transfer station. 

Discussion followed.       

 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Stover reported that he went with a friend who is an employee of Spring 

Township to their woody waste site and they have a dumpster there supplied by Berks Transfer 

and they work with Sewickley Mulch and the grass is taken to the mushroom houses.  

 Councilman Stover reported that he agrees the street sweepers did a horrible job and he 

received a suggestion from a citizen to maybe extend the street sweeping hours to accommodate 

break downs. Discussion followed and it was decided that Borough Council would prefer adding 

an extra day for street sweeping instead of extending the hours so that people returning home 

from work have a place to park on the street. 
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 Councilman Stover reported that he has received some complaints about people not 

cleaning up after their pets and he suggested including an article in the next newsletter to remind 

people to clean up after their pets.    

 Councilman South inquired if there is any update regarding PPL and the sale of the 

streetlights.  Mr. Hession reported that he spoke to one of the representatives from PPL who is 

checking with the Operational Coordinator at the local office and when the representative hears 

back from him he will contact the Borough. Mr. Hession reported that he informed PPL that next 

Monday he meets with PennDOT regarding the LED Streetlight grant and will need to give 

PennDOT an update regarding the status of the project.    

 Gary Read inquired about the absorbent oil booms at the Borough Lot. Mr. Hession 

reported that they were used at the Park for any runoff when the trees were being removed and 

they are full of mulch.  

 Mr. Read reported that some of the signs around the Borough reminding people to pick-

up after their pets are being blocked by low branches and one (1) of those signs is on Hawthorne 

Drive.  Discussion followed.        

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the status of police services and the formation of a regional 

police force. Councilman Gensemer reported that a lot has happened since the last Borough 

Council meeting including a Regional Elected Officials meeting, an Adamstown Borough 

Council meeting, and a West Cocalico Township Supervisor’s meeting.  Discussion followed 

regarding West Cocalico Township and Adamstown Borough choosing not to be part of the 

formation of a regional police force and the status of the formation of a regional police force 

between Denver Borough and East Cocalico Township.  Also, the Police Advisory Board 

meeting originally schedule for May 28th has been postponed until June 1st because of prior 

commitments.    

Borough Council discussed the Lancaster Housing Opportunity Partnership’s (LHOP) 

request to sponsor a landlord education program in the Borough of Denver. Mr. Hession reported 

that this program will be at no cost to the Borough and LHOP will be provided with a list of all 

the landlords in the Borough so a mailing can be sent inviting the landlords to the event. Since 

the Borough is hosting the meeting the Borough will be allotted some time to also talk at the 

meeting. Mr. Hession stated he will invite the Robert Getz, Rental Inspector, to attend the 

meeting to provide an overview of his rental inspection process.  Discussion followed and it was 

suggested to send an invitation to the Denver Fire Company in case they want to send a 

representative to the meeting. Borough Council agreed to host the event on either Thursday, June 

18th or Thursday, March 25th.  The date and time will be coordinated with LHOP. 

 

Action Items 

Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the April, 

2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.  

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adopt Resolution 

No. 803 – A Resolution Amending Resolution No. 798, Fixing Wages and Compensation for 

Certain Borough Appointed Officers and Employees, And Fixing Compensation for the Borough 

Manager/Secretary.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman Flory made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to authorize the 

President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the Traffic Signal Maintenance 
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Agreement between the Borough of Denver and C.M. High, Inc. for the period of July 1, 2015 

through June 30, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Stover, to authorize the 

Cocalico Middle School to sponsor the Cocalico Middle School 5K in the Borough on Saturday, 

August 22, 2015, beginning at 8:00 a.m., contingent upon representatives from the Cocalico 

Middle School coordinating this event with the Denver Fire Police.  Motion carried unanimously 

5 to 0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 There was no unfinished business to discuss.  

 

Adjournment 

 Councilman Stover made a motion, seconded by Councilman Flory, to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:54 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

 

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

 

Action Items: 
 

- Motion to approve the April 13, 2015 and April 27, 2015 meeting minutes with a 

correction to a motion on the April 13, 2015 meeting minutes stating that the motion to 

proceed with changing the two (2) streetlights at the North 4th Street and Main Street 

intersection and replacing them with LED streetlights failed 5 to 1 with Councilmen 

Cohick, Gensemer, Flory, South, and Daub voting no and Councilman Fink voting yes.  

Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to close Elm Street at North 6th Street on Wednesday, May 13th for the removal of 

two (2) Oak trees.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.             

- Motion to approve the April, 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 

0. 

- Motion to adopt Resolution No. 803 – A Resolution Amending Resolution No. 798, 

Fixing Wages and Compensation for Certain Borough Appointed Officers and 

Employees, And Fixing Compensation for the Borough Manager/Secretary Motion 

carried unanimously.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute the 

Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement between the Borough of Denver and C.M. High, 

Inc. for the period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously 5 

to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the Cocalico Middle School to sponsor the Cocalico Middle School 

5K in the Borough on Saturday, August 22, 2015, beginning at 8:00 a.m., contingent 

upon representatives from the Cocalico Middle School coordinating this event with the 

Denver Fire Police.  Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.     


