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January 26, 2015 

 

The January 26th meeting of Denver Borough Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 

following Councilmembers present: Cohick, Gensemer, South, Daub, and Mayor Redcay. The 

invocation was given by Mayor Redcay, which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

 Donald Wenger thanked Mayor Redcay for attending the Fire Company’s dinner.  
 

Borough Council Comments 

 Councilman Cohick reported that he went to the Denver Fire Hall after the last Borough 

Council meeting and discussed the placement of a magazine dumpster from the Ronald McDonald 

House on the Denver Fire Company parking lot.  The proceeds from the recycled magazines will be 

provided to the Ronald McDonald House charity and the Borough will receive a credit to our annual 

recycling totals.  Following the discussion, the Denver Fire Company agreed to allow the magazine 

dumpster to be placed on the Fire Company’s parking lot. 

 Councilman South inquired about the status of the street light project.  Borough Manager 

Michael Hession reported that the Borough is working with the attorney and the consultant to try to set 

up a meeting with representatives from PP&L and Pennsylvania Utility Commission (PUC).    

 

Emergency Management Coordinator Report 

Emergency Management Coordinator Andy Boyer was not in attendance.   

 

Police Department Report 

Chief George Beever reported on the following incidents and calls for service in the Borough 

during the past month:  on January 11th, there was a 2006 Chevrolet stolen from the 600 block of Pine 

Street and another vehicle in that area was entered into and approximately $40.00 worth of property 

was taken.  The two (2) suspects were taken into custody in an Ephrata development near the Green 

Dragon where an armed citizen saw those individuals going through vehicles and called the police.  

Chief Beever also reported that on January 20th, the Police Department responded to a report of 

unauthorized use of a vehicle from the 100 block of South 4th Street.  This is a family issue and the 

vehicle has not been returned yet and the owner is still pursuing it. Chief Beever reported that there has 

been an ongoing problem in the 100 block of Hawthorne Drive and the owner of a dog who has been 

cited for the fifth time for a dog law violation.  Also, on Friday night and into Saturday morning, the 

Police Department received reports of people riding around the Borough on ATV’s in the snow.  The 

people were stopped, identified, and informed to stop or they will be cited.  Discussion followed.    

 

Denver Fire Company Report 

Chief Shannon Hilton was not in attendance.  

 

Police Advisory Board Update 

Councilman Mike Gensemer reported that the next Police Advisory Board (PAB) meeting is 

scheduled for Thursday, January 29th at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Hession stated that he received a call from West 

Cocalico Township and depending what happens with the upcoming winter weather event, they were 

seeing if the municipal officials would be opposed to rescheduling the Regional Leaders meeting to 

Thursday, January 29th and then rescheduling the Police Advisory Board meeting in the event of 

inclement weather.  Discussion followed. 
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Director of Public Work’s Report 

 George Whetsel, Director of Public Works, reported that the Department completed the end of 

the month reports for water and sewer.  Mr. Whetsel reported that in the beginning of the month, the 

Department was called out for low levels at the upper reservoir and then they found a leak in the old 

Weave building at 142 Walnut Street where a two-inch (2”) water line split and about 200,000 gallons 

of water was lost in the building. The heat was not on in that building.  Since the heat was turned off in 

that building, the Department checked the former Weave building at 119 North 3rd Street and found a 

leak in the upstairs restroom where approximately 132,000 gallons of water was lost. The Public 

Works Department turned the water off at both properties and removed the water meters from the 

buildings until the pipes are repaired and the heat is turned back on to the properties. 

Mr. Whetsel reported that the Public Works Department has been working on snow removal 

and has cleared brush along right-of-ways until the recent snows.  Scott Mohn will be attending a 

Water Assessment seminar on February 12th.  Mr. Whetsel reported that he met with the Street 

Committee to review possible projects for 2015; ordered two (2) loads of salt which will be delivered 

Wednesday; took down the Borough Christmas lights; made repairs to the snow plow equipment; will 

complete the quarterly water meter readings; and will meet with Bill Weisman on Wednesday to 

review the Borough’s radio control system for the public water system.  

 Mr. Whetsel reported on the need to replace the roof at the Denver Filter Plant due to multiple 

leaks in the existing roof which is 18 to 20 years old.  Mr. Whetsel also stated that sometimes the 

Borough receives calls from residents who think their street was not salted.  When the Borough salts 

roads they salt every road in the Borough.  Mr. Whetsel informed Borough Council that there are two 

(2) factors to consider when they salt the streets: traffic volume on the roadway and the temperature.  

When the temperature gets below 20 degrees, the salt does not work quite as well.  Discussion 

followed.      

 

Discussion Items 

Borough Council discussed the Cocalico School District’s Parking, Roads, and Fields Project 

Phase II Land Development Plan and Waiver Request Letter. Mike Sodl from Wilkinson and 

Associates, Phillip Leinbach from AEM Architects, and Kurt Eckenroad were in attendance on behalf 

of the Cocalico School District and Jennifer Prunoske was in attendance for Hanover Engineering 

Associates.  Mr. Sodl provided an overview of the project and the waiver requests submitted by the 

Cocalico School District.  Discussion followed with Borough Council concerning the waiver requests 

with the primary focus on the ordinance requirements for the School District to widen South 4th Street 

in the project area and to install curb and sidewalk in this area as part of this project.  Fred Wagaman, 

Chairperson for the Denver Planning Commission, also was in attendance, provided an overview of the 

recommendations form the Planning Commission concerning the Cocalico School District’s waiver 

requests.  Discussion followed regarding widening the road, if it should be waived, if it should be 

deferred, and if it is deferred, what is the correct language to use in the deferral to make it fair.  

Following the discussion, Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to 

approve the following waiver requests: 

 Waiver of Section 170-18.A(4) – Maximum Sheet Size of 24’ X 36”. 

 Waiver of Section 161-37.C.2.a(5) – Observation Ports for Subsurface Conveyance 

Systems. 

 Waiver of Section 161-63.A.3 – Plan Sheet Notation. 

 Waiver of Section 161-63.A.4 – Maximum Plan Sheet Size. 

 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 
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Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the following 

waiver request contingent upon the Cocalico School District complying with the conditions listed by 

Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc. in their January 13, 2015 review letter: 

 Waiver of Section 161-35.G – Offsite Watershed Ground Cover in Winter Conditions. 

 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 

 

Councilman Cohick made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to deny the following waiver 

request: 

 Waiver of Section 170-30.G(5) – Minimum Sidewalk Width of Five (5) feet. 

 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 

 

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to deny the following 

waiver requests and to defer the implementation of the following improvements at the sole discretion 

of Borough Council with the stipulation that once Borough Council officially notifies the Cocalico 

School District that the improvements need to be completed, the Cocalico School District will have 18-

months to complete the improvements. 

 Section 170-30.G(1) – Sidewalk along Access Drive E. 

 Section 170-30.N – Existing streets shall be constructed to the minimum Ordinance 

Standards. 

 Section 165-4 and Section 165-10 – Sidewalk Construction along South 4th Street. 

 Section 165-5 and Section 165-10 – Concrete Curb Construction along South 4th Street. 

 

Motion carried 3 to 1with Councilman Gensemer voting in opposition of the motion. 

 

Borough Council recognized the Cocalico School District’s decision to withdraw the waiver 

request from Section 170-31.B(1) – Bicycle Parking Facilities.  Also, Borough Council noted that the 

following issues originally listed on the waiver request letter from the Cocalico School District have 

been determined to not require a waiver and instead, will be decided by Borough Council during their 

final plan review and action: 

 Section 170-30.J(8) – Crosswalks at Intersections.   

 Section 165-23.B – Costs associated with street improvements shall be borne by the 

developer.   

 Section 165-1 – Construction of Sidewalk and Curb within 30 days’ notice from the 

Borough. 

 Section 161-63.B.12 – Significant Features Within 200 feet of the project site. 

 

 Borough Council discussed the proposed Meeting Agenda for the Regional Elected Officials 

Meeting that will be held at the West Cocalico Township Municipal Building on Tuesday, January 27, 

2015 at 7:00 p.m.    

Borough Council discussed the Proposed Regional Police Unfunded Pension Liability Issue. 

Councilman Daub reported that Borough Council needs to decide what approach Denver Borough will 

take on how to accept responsibility for the liability.  Borough Council discussed a proposal of a 

disproportionate share of East Cocalico Township carrying the burden of 75% and the rest of the 

municipalities sharing 25% and what would happen if a municipality would decide to withdrawal from 
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the police force. Discussion followed and Borough Council agreed with maintaining the provisions 

which would make the Borough responsible for their proportion of the unfunded liability in the event 

that the Borough decides to withdrawal from the regional force, however, to consider adding language 

that will permit this liability to be paid over a period of five (5) years. 

Borough Council tabled discussion concerning the Denver Memorial Park Lawn Restoration 

Project.  

Borough Council discussed the proposal submitted by Fred Wagaman to facilitate a Denver 

Future Vision Meeting in the spring of 2015. Mr. Wagaman stated this is coming off the momentum 

from the some things that were brought up at the Borough’s Holiday Dinner and from some 

discussion’s he’s had with the Lancaster County Planning Commission. He stated he would like to get 

it out to people and he would be glad to spearhead the project.  Mr. Wagaman reported that he created 

a tentative agenda, offered some suggestions for having food, and developed a list of various entities 

from the community as well as the school and some students who should be invited to participate.  The 

meeting would be to brainstorm and identify things good and bad in town and to put together a plan of 

what they would like to see happen in the future. Mayor Redcay reported on a meeting he and Mr. 

Hession had with a representative from United Way and thought it might be a good idea to get him 

involved. Discussion followed.  Mr. Hession stated he can coordinate a meeting with the Mayor, Mr. 

Wagaman, the representative from United Way, and interested members of Borough Council to 

develop a plan for future meeting program.              

Borough Council discussed the Denver Filter Plant Roof Replacement Project. Mr. Hession 

reported that the Director of Public Works stressed the need to replace this roof. The Borough received 

three (3) quotes and the lowest quote was from George J. Grove and Son, Inc. for $17,840.00. Mr. 

Hession stated last year the Borough had a section of the roof repaired, however, now the roof is 

leaking in multiple places and it is beyond the scope of the Borough employees to fix. Mr. Hession 

stated that this was not a budgeted item, but the Borough will be receiving additional water tapping fee 

monies based on the Cocalico School District project that were not included in the 2015 Budget that 

can be used to offset the majority of these costs.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Gensemer made a 

motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to award the Denver Filter Plant Roof Replacement Project 

to George J. Grove and Son, Inc. at the quoted price of $17,840.00.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 

0.  

 

Action Items 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to approve the 

January, 2015 monthly invoices and bills report.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

Councilman Gensemer made a motion, seconded by Councilman South, to transfer $19,000.00 

from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the monthly street light bills and to 

reimburse the General Fund the full $19,000.00 upon receipt of the Liquid Fuels Funds.  Motion 

carried unanimously 4 to 0.  

Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Cohick, to authorize the President 

of Borough Council to authorize the President of Borough Council to execute the 2015 Denver 

Borough TreeVitalize Tree Planting Grant Application.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 
 

Unfinished Business 

 Councilman Gensemer stated he received an email from the Pennsylvania State Association of 

Boroughs about a bill in Harrisburg to expand the untaxed or the charitable properties in the state and 

inquired how would that effect the Borough.  Councilman Daub responded that the legislation will 

relax the standard to be able to get a charitable designation of 501-C3.  Mr. Hession reported that the 
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Borough has a large proportion of tax exempt properties currently in the Borough, however, this 

legislation may not have much of an impact on Denver Borough. 

 Councilman Daub inquired if the Borough could get another Junior Councilperson. Mayor 

Redcay reported that he sent an email to Mr. Irvine at the Cocalico High School about sending a 

student to a Republic Leadership Council Conference and will follow up with him to see if student 

would want to be a Junior Councilperson. Mr. Hession stated that he can send the official request to the 

school as well.  

 Mr. Hession reported that the owners of the former R-Place restaurant located at 336 Main 

Street had a water leak in a tub on the second floor.   The owners received a bill for 145,000 gallons of 

water and sewer usage. Because they couldn’t pay the full bill, the Borough assessed a penalty of 10% 

($217.50) and then added the monthly interest amount of $0.68. The owners are asking Borough 

Council to consider waiving the penalty because this was a one-time break and are going to try to pay 

it off based off a payment agreement. The owners already made a payment of $437.50 bringing their 

balance down to $2,000.00, and have an agreement to pay $250.00 per month. The water is currently 

turned off at the building and the owners are inquiring if Borough Council would consider waiving the 

penalty and interest. Mr. Hession reported in the past the Borough has never waived a penalty for 

anyone before due to a water leak. Discussion followed. Borough Council decided not to waive the 

penalty and interest, but to allow the property owners to pay the balance off through a payment plan.       

 Mr. Hession reported that on Wednesday, January 28th, at 7:00 p.m., the Zoning Hearing Board 

will be meeting to discuss the Notice of Appeal filed by the Borough of Denver concerning the Zoning 

Hearing Board’s decision regarding the application submitted by Joseph R. Valent and Mary Ellen 

Valent concerning the subject properties located at 119 North 3rd Street, Denver, PA, and North 3rd 

Street, Denver, PA.  The Zoning Hearing Board will discuss whether they plan to take any action to 

defend their decision in light of the appeal. 

 

 Adjournment 

 Councilman South made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gensemer, to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:12 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.   

   

Michael Hession 

Borough Manager/Secretary 

Action Items:  
 

- Motion to approve the following waiver requests: 

 Waiver of Section 170-18.A(4) – Maximum Sheet Size of 24’ X 36”. 

 Waiver of Section 161-37.C.2.a(5) – Observation Ports for Subsurface Conveyance 

Systems. 

 Waiver of Section 161-63.A.3 – Plan Sheet Notation. 

 Waiver of Section 161-63.A.4 – Maximum Plan Sheet Size. 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 

- Motion to approve the following waiver request contingent upon the Cocalico School District 

complying with the conditions listed by Hanover Engineering Associates, Inc. in their January 

13, 2015 review letter: 

 Waiver of Section 161-35.G – Offsite Watershed Ground Cover in Winter Conditions. 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 

- Motion to deny the following waiver request: 

 Waiver of Section 170-30.G(5) – Minimum Sidewalk Width of Five (5) feet. 



 6 

Motion carried 4 to 0. 

- Motion to deny the following waiver requests and to defer the implementation of the following 

improvements at the sole discretion of Borough Council with the stipulation that once Borough 

Council officially notifies the Cocalico School District that the improvements need to be 

completed, the Cocalico School District will have 18-months to complete the improvements. 

 Section 170-30.G(1) – Sidewalk along Access Drive E. 

 Section 170-30.N – Existing streets shall be constructed to the minimum Ordinance 

Standards. 

 Section 165-4 and Section 165-10 – Sidewalk Construction along South 4th Street. 

 Section 165-5 and Section 165-10 – Concrete Curb Construction along South 4th Street. 

Motion carried 3 to 1with Councilman Gensemer voting in opposition of the motion. 

- Motion to award the Denver Filter Plant Roof Replacement Project to George J. Grove and 

Son, Inc. at the quoted price of $17,840.00.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.  

- Motion to approve the January, 2015 monthly invoices and bills report.  Motion carried 

unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to transfer $19,000.00 from the General Fund to the Liquid Fuels Fund to pay for the 

monthly street light bills and to reimburse the General Fund the full $19,000.00 upon receipt of 

the Liquid Fuels Funds.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to authorize the President of Borough Council to authorize the President of Borough 

Council to execute the 2015 Denver Borough TreeVitalize Tree Planting Grant Application.  

Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0. 

- Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 4 to 0.        

 

 

 

 

 
  

 


